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Japan wins Security Council seat 

UIOTHD NATIONS (AFP) — Asian economic giant Japan 
crushed India on Monday, and Australia was humiliated, in a 
hody-contested vote at the United Nations for five non-perma- 

X n i,!^n^‘ N ' Securii y Council. The vote. an annual 
nnal ax the U.N. General Assembly, produced a major surprise 
as Portugal defeated Australia in an upset for Canberra which 
was forced into a second ballot for a rotating seat reserved for 
Western states on the 15-member council The five new mem- 
beis take up their seals for a two-year term from Jan 1 In 
secret ballots, Costa Rica, Kenya. Japan and Sweden were 
elected outnglu in a first round in which a majority of more than 
120 aae ws required. Hie toughest competition involved 
Japan and India, for a seat attributed to Asian states, while Aus- 
tralia. Portugal and Sweden were vying in a three-legged race 

for two seats reserved for the Western group. Amid charges of 
■yen diplomacy levelled against Tokyo. India only managed 
to Obtain 40 vnt£s. while Japan won 142. 









An independent Arab political daily pubfehedby thd[ Jordan Press Foundation 

i-UiOjY 1 UdMAll ta m jll yt jOtAt *-. - X . j 1 j.J* j|jj^ 


K«-’. * 


Volume 21 Number 6358 


AMMAN TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1996, JUMADA II, 9, 1417 


Mubarak: No Arab summit for now 

CAIRO (AFPj — Egyptian President Husni Mubarak on 
Monday ruled out holding an .Arab summit in the near future, 
saying the time was not right. Asked by reporters about Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat's remark that an Arab summit 
would be held "within the next two months with Iraq pre- 
sent.” Mr. Mubarak replied: "The moment has not yet come 
for holding an Arab summit. For such a summit to rake place, 
circumstances must permit it. Wait and see what will happen, 
particularly since calling an Arab summit requires a strong 
reason.” Mr. Mubarak added that ’“differences between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians on implementing the i autonomy) 
accords are not reason enough tor calling an Arab summit,” 
The last Arab summit was held in Cairo in June. Iraq did not 
attend. Mr- Mubarak also said that Egypt has a "major inter- 
est” in holding the Nov. 12-14 regional economic conference 
inCairo- 


Priee: Jordan 150 Fils 


King meets AIPAC 
delegation 

AMMAN (Petra! — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday received at the 
Royal Court a delegation 
representing the American 
Israeli Public Affairs Com- 
mittee (AIPAC). During the 
meeting, the Krng stressed 
the need for efforts to boost 
the Middle East peace 
process so that comprehen- 
sive and just peace could be 
achieved. Attending the 
audience w-ere Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariii. 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid, Director of the Nation- 
al Security Council His 
Royal Highness Prince Tala! 
Ben Mohammad and 
International Press Office 
Director at the Royal Court 
Princess Ghida TalaJ. 

King condoles 
Guatemalan leader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Mon- 
day sent a cable of condo- 
lences to President of 
Guatemala Alvar- Arzo on 
the deaths in a stampede at a 
football match between the 
national teams of 
Guatemala and Costa Rica. 
The King expressed the 
deepest condolences of the 
people and government of 
Jordan for rhe tragic death 
of the innocent people at the 
sporting event. His Majesty 
wished the families of the 
bereaved patience and 

solace. 

No quick Arafat 
visit to Syria 

GAZA CITY l AFP) — A 
senior Palestinian official on 
Monday denied reports that 
Yasser Arafot planned to 
visit Syria in the next few 
days before the sealing of an 
accord with Israel about 
Hebron. "President Arafat 
will be busy for the next two 
weeks and has no plans to 
go to Damascus during that 
time,” said a senior aide to 
the Palestinian leader.The 
official, who spoke on con- 
dition he not be named, said 
there were discussions 
underway, however, about a 
possible’ Arafat visit to 
Damascus in November, 
“but no dare has been set.” 

Hizbollah attacks 
Israeli-backed militia 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Hizbollah guerrillas mount- 
ed a string of anacks on the 
Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mili- 
tia on Monday, security and 
militia sources said. A 
Hizbollah spokesman said 
the guerrillas blew up an 
explosive charge while an 
SLA patrol was passing 
along the road to Aalman, 
inside the Israeli-occupied 
border zone of South 
Lebanon.The guerrillas also 
fired rockets at militia rein- 
forcements who were dis- 
patched to the area after the 
blast and launched several 
rockets against a nearby 
militia position, he said. 

Chirac asked Syrians 
about Brunner 

HAIFA (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
asked Syrian leaders during 
his weekend visit to Damas- 
cus about Alois Brunner, the 
Nazi war criminal believed 
hiding out in Syria, a French 
official said Monday.Mr. 
Chirac asked Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad during 
a private meeting Saturday 
to lei a French investigator 
into the country to look into 
the topic, said the official 
who is pan of the French 
president’s delegation.Syriu 
hus always denied that 
Brunner has taken refuge in 
the country. 


Chirac urges Israel to accept 
Palestinian state, leave Golan 

France insists on greater European role in peace process 

Message to Husseini says Jerusalem must be negotiated 

Jordanian 
Parliament 
welcomes 


Combined agency - 
dispatches 


FRENCH PRESIDENT 
Jacques Chirac began a 
visit to Israel on Monday 
with a call on the Jewish 
state to accept the creation 
of a Palestinian state and 
give the Golan Heights 
back to Syria. 

in a _ strongly- worded 
speech at the Technion 
polytechnic institute in 
H ai fa. M r. Chi rac al so 

called on Israel to with- 
draw from the bufferzone it 
occupies in southern 
Lebanon. 

Brushing aside Israeli 
opposition, he insisted that 
Europe be given a greater 
role in the peace process, 
saying it “cannot be eon- 
lent with being the main 
provider of funds and the 
main economic partner for 
the Middle East. - 

Mr. Chirac flew into 
Israel from Damascus on a 
Mideast tour aimed at 
reasserting Europe's role in 


a Middle East peace 
process currently dominat- 
ed by the United States. 

But the Israeli leg of the 
tour has been embroiled in 
controversy since its incep- 
tion, with some members of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government openly boy- 
cotting the trip in protest 
at Mr. Chirac’s perceived 
pro-Arab and pro-Palestin- 
ian bias. 

In his speech, Mr. Chirac 
reaffirmed his critics’ fears 
by pressing Mr. 

Netanyahu to drop his 
opposition to the "principle 
of land-for-peace.” 

“As long as Palestinians 
are not able to take charge 
of their own affairs, as 
long as they are not entitled 
to the dignity enjoyed by 
ail other peoples ... frustra- 
tions and bitterness will 
persist and we all know 
the bitter fruits they pro- 
duce ” Mr. Chirac said. 

"On the contrary, a recog- 
nised Palestinian state 


would provide Israel with 
a true partner. Only such a 
parmer will be capable of 
making, and adhering to, 
the commitments that are 
necessary for the security 
of Israel," Mr. Chirac said 
in his clearest statement to 
date in favour of Palestin- 
ian independence. 

Concerning Syria, where 
Mr. Chirac met President 
Hafez Al Assad over the 
weekend, the French presi- 
dent said he was convinced 
the Syrians “have opted 
for peace.” 

“The basic elements of 
the peace to come are clear 
to see: Israel is entitled to 
frill recognition and to nor- 
mal relations with neigh- 
bouring countries. Syria is 
entitled to the return of the 
Golan Heights,” he said. 

Mr. Chirac, who will trav- 
el to Beirut later in his Mid- 
dle East tour, said Israel 
must also withdraw from 
southern Lebanon as called 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ross returns to U.S. without deal 
on Hebron, but will come back 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — U.S. 
Mideast envoy Dennis Ross 
called an end Monday to 
his non-stop 16-day media- 
tion effort berween Israelis 
and Palestinians with the 
two sides still far apart on 
the key issue of an Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

Mr. Ross told a press con- 
ference he was returning 
to Washington Monday 
evening, leaving U.S. 

Ambassador Martin Indyk 
and the American Consul- 
General in Jerusalem 

Edward Abington to stay 
"actively involved” in 
negotiations during his 
absence. 

*T will be in contact with 
them (and) when I deem it 
right to come back, I will 
come back,” he said. 

Mr. Ross denied press 
reports he had given the 
two sides an “ultimatum” 
that he would leave if 
progress on Hebron was not 
made. 


King, in contacts with Arafat, Netanyahu 
and Ross, stresses need to bridge gaps 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on ■ Monday 
exchanged views over the phone with Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser Arafat, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu arid American Middle East 
coordinator Dermis Ross. The Kin£ discussed 
with them the latest developments m the peace 
process on the Palestmian-Ifttaeli track and 
stressed the need for efforts to remove aH obsta- 
cles and bridging die gaps between the Pales- 
tinians and Israel. 


“This is nor a pressure 
tactic, there is a natural 
break here in the negotia- 
tions.” he said. 

The U.S. diplomat met 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Monday and with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
the night before in Gaza 
City to inform them of his 
decision. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher down- 
played the significance of 
Mr. Ross’ return to Wash- 
ington. 


Mr. Ross “will be pre- 
pared to go back in a few 
days,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

"The situation is better 
than before,” Mr. Christo- 
pher said “Talks are back 
on track but they have not 
resolved those difficult 
issues yet.” 

The negotiations have 
“not been sufficient to con- 
clude that issue because 
the issue is very difficult,” 
he added. 

Small groups of Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Afghan talks end without 
agreement on ceasefire 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF. 
Afghanistan (Agencies) — 
Talks berween Afghan 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
rum and Pakistani Interior 
Minister Naseerullah Babar 
ended here Monday with- 
out finalising a ceasefire 
agreement, a spokesman 
said. 

“We have not reached a 
compromise on the propos- 
als" for peace in 
Afghanistan, said Genera) 
Mohammed Yousef, a 
spokesman for Genera! 
Dostum. 

Gen. Dostum, who con- 
trols six northern Afghan 
provinces, made the cease- 
fire proposal on Sunday. 

In Kabul, the ruling Tale- 
ban militia said it was 
ready to accept an uncondi- 
tional ceasefire with all fac- 
tions in rhe Afghan con- 
llict. 

The comment by acting 
Information and Culture 
Minister Amir Khan Mul- 
taqi came hour after a pro- 


posed ceasefire between the 
Taleban and forces of the 
ousted Afghan government 

from 0730 GMT Monday 
failed to come into force. 

Waning Afghan factions 
ignored the proposals. 

The two sides have been 
fighting fierce battles as the 
ex-govemmenl’s top com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood advanced towards 
Kabul which he fled as the 
Taleban overran the city 
just three weeks ago. 

Mr. Muttaqi’s remarks 
apparently contrasted with 
Taleban 's stance in their 
base in the southwestern 
city of Kandahar, where 
officials earlier said a 
ceasefire would be condi- 
tional to an exchange of 
prisoners. 

"First of all there should 
be a ceasefire, after that 
negotiations should lake 
place concerning the 
release of prisoners from 
both sides." Mr. Muituqi 
told journalists in Kabul. 


"There is not any problem 
on our pan for a ceasefire 
and we hope that will lake 
place soon,” he said, adding 
that the number of prison- 
ers to be swapped had not 
yet been determined. 

But Mr. Murtaqi, who 
accepted that the ceasefire 
had not yet taken effect as 
heavy fighting was continu- 
ing north of Kabul late 
Monday, said no date had 
yel been arranged for a hall 
to hostilities. 

He said the liming 
depended on Gen. Dosium 
and Mr. Masood. 

"No date has yet been 
fixed as the mediators went 
to Mazur-e-Sharif yester- 
day, they have not yet 
brought back any' reply 
from the other side," Mr. 
Muttaqi said. 

Report* from Mazar-e- 
Sharif said earlier that two 
and half hours of talks 
between Gen, Dostum and 

(Continued on page 7) 


French 

president 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
opposition parties on Mon- 
day issued a statement wel- 
coming French President 
Jacques Chirac to Jordan 
and urged him to help put 
an end to Israel's occupa- 
tion of Arab lands and the 
sanctions imposed on Arab 
countries. 

“The parliamentary 
opposition group wel- 
comes the French president 
to Jordan and highly values 
the president’s stand with 
regard to the Arab causes, 
particularly France’s posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Israel’s obsti- 
nate posture and remem- 
bers the French president’s 
honourable stand in oppos- 
ing Israel’s aggression on 
southern Lebanon and 
France’s role towards the 
conclusion of an agreement 
that guaranteed the rights 
of the Lebanese resistance 
to fight the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces,” the statement 
said. 

Referring to France’s 
positions towards Israel’s 
occupation of lands 
belonging to three Arab 
countries, the statement 
recalled the stand of the 
late General Charles de 
GaulJe “in the face of the 
occupation and aggression 
which occurred in 1967.” 
“The opposition group in 
Parliament supports moves 
to strengthen Franco- Arab 
cooperation and strong 
relations based on mutual 
interest and respect and 
call for the participation of 
the European Union in an 
effective manner to counter 
the biased U.S. anitude 
towards Israel and hopes 
that France and the Euro- 
pean Union will play a 
more effective role in sup- 
port of the Arab rights,” 
said the statement. 

The statement urged 
France and. the European 
Union to help put an end to 
the sanctions imposed on 
Iraq, Sudan, Libya and 
Cuba and restore the cred- 
ibility of the United 
Nations in the eyes of the 
various nations. 

It said the bloc hopes that 
the French president’s visit 
woufd boost French-Jor- 
danian relations and mark 
the beginning of further 
meetings designed to 
uphold the principles of 
righti justice and equality. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad . 
Lawzi on Monday 
expressed Jordan’s deep 
appreciation of France's 
policy towards the issues of 
the Middle East region. 

“The French position 
emanates from the princi- 
ples of right freedom and 
justice in which France and 
Jordan believe and strive to 
establish,” said Mr. Lawzi 
during a visit to Parliament 
by French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Bajolei. 

Mr. Lawzi described 
President Chirac's visit as 
extremely important for 
boosting bilateral ties and 
expressed hope lhal France 
would play a key role in 
reestablishing peace and 

( Continued on page 7) 
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RABIN MEMORIAL: An Israeli workman on Monday levels the Tel Aviv site 
where Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin assassinated one year ago ahead of setting up 
a memorial there at a Nov. 2 rally to mark the anniversary of the murder. A gun- 
man opposed to Rabin's Middle East policy killed the Israeli leader after a peace 
rally at the square last Nov. 4 (Reuters photo) 

No temporary laws ahead of 
House session, Kabariti says 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said Monday his govern- 
ment would not enact any 
draft legislation as tempo- 
rary law ahead of the begin- 
ning of the legislature's 
regular session next month 
in what was seen as reaffir- 
mation of his commitment 
to working closely with 
Parliament. 

Official sources said, 
however, that the prime 
minister was likely to seek 
to convince Parliament and 
secure its approval for the 
enactment of at least a draft 
law on customs. 

The draft law is seen vital 
to improving the invest- 
ment climate in Jordan and 
international experts said it 
was desirable to have it 
place before the mid- 
November Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit in Cairo. 

Hie draft legislation 
exempts nearly 500 items 
from customs duties, 
reduces tariffs on others 
and clears a major pan of 
the bureaucratic delays 
involved in clearing 
imports through the Cus- 


toms Department. 

Businessmen led by the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try' have been lobbying the 
government for the enact- 
ment of the draft as a tem- 
porary law along with sev- 
eral others, including those 
related to companies, rhe 
stock market and food- 
stuffs. 

Mr. Kabariti’s affirma- 
tion that no legislation 
would be enacted as tempo- 
rary laws came during a 
meeting he had with Lower 
House Speaker Sa’ad Have] 
Srour at the Parliament 
House for discussions on a 
scheduled address to the 
legislature by French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac on 
Thursday. 

“The government is com- 
mitted to its pledges con- 
tained in the government's 
policy statement and will 
not enact any temporary' 
law as no urgent business 
requires such measure,” he 
said. 

Mr. Srour told journalists 
that the prime minister’s 
visit to Parliament came as 
pan of continued coordina- 
tion and consultation 
between the legislative and 
executive authorities. 

He said that the Lower 


House does not support the 
idea of passing temporary 
laws. “If economic laws 
are needed, their endorse- 
ment by the House gives 
them durability and offers 
more reassurances than 
temporary laws.” said Mr. 
Srour. 

According to Mr. Srour, 
the government has com- 
mitted itself not to enact 
any temporary law while a 
Lower House of Parliament 
exists. 

Mr. Srour said he dis- 
cussed with Mr. Kabariti 
arrangements for starting 
Parliament’s ordinary ses- 
sion on Nov. 19 and 
reviewed preparations for 
the French president’s 
address to the House on 
Thursday. 

Official sources, speaking 
to the Jordan Tunes earlier 
in the day, stressed that the 
government was trying to 
impress upon Parliament 
the importance to the draft 
law on customs. 

The officials, however, 
emphasised that the gov- 
ernment would not unilater- 
ally enact the draft and was 
committed to seeking Par- 
liament’s agreement on the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kurds continue to battle as 
U.S. tries to broker truce 


ERBIL (Agencies) — 
Rival Kurdish factions bat- 
tled for control of key areas 
of northern Iraq on Mon- 
day, sending . refugees 
streaming to Iran, while a 
U.S. envoy began talks in 
neighbouring Turkey aimed 
at securing a truce. 

In Tehran, officials said 
thousands of Kurds had 
crossed into Iran over the 
weekend to escape the 
fighting between the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) and the Iraqi-backed 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP). 

Kurdish guerrillas known 
as Peshmergas fought for a 
third day on Monday with 
automatic weapons, mor- 
tars, howitzers, and rocket* 
propelled grenades around 
the towns of Qala-Diza to 
the north and Dukun to (he 
west of Suiaimaniyeh. a 
U.N. official said. 

Robert Pelletreau, U.S. 
assistant secretary of stale, 
said meanwhile the KDP 
appeared ready for a cease- 
fire 

Mr.. Pelletreau met with 
KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani. in the southeastern 
town of Silopi near the 
Iraqi border. 

"Rarzani appears willing 
to have a ceasefire." the 
Anatolia news agency quot- 


ed Mr. Pelletreau as saying. 
“Barzani wants a good 
future for his country. Talks 
with the two sides will con- 
tinue.” 

Mr. Barzani confirmed 
that further talks would 
take place. “The talks have 
been positive.” he added, 
according to Anatolia. 

Mr, Pelletreau was sched- 
uled to meet with Mr. 
Barzani’s rival. PUK leader 
Jaial Talabani, in Ankara 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. Barzani 's group allied 
with the forces of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
against the Iranian-backed 
PUK. prompting the United 
Stares to retaliate with 
cruise missile attacks on 
Iraqi air-defense sites in 
early September. 

Bui Mr.. Barzani reas- 
sured Mr. Pelletreau during 
’ their first meeting in 
Ankara lust month that his 
alliance with President Sad- 
dam was temporary. 

MrTalubani's forces were 
pushed into Iran, but they 
launched an offensive this 
month and retook some of 
the ground lost. 

“We discussed ways of 
preventing armed interven- 
tion by Tehran and Bagh- 
dad.” Mr. Pelletreau was 
queued as saying. 

Iraqi Kurils had estab- 


lished a de-facto state in 
northern Iraq under the pro- 
tection of a U.S.-led allied 
air force since the end of 
Gulf war. But their internal 
conflicts over sharing of 
power led to its collapse. 

According to a Western 
diplomat, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, the 
United States ultimately 
wants to revive a peace 
accord it brokered between 
the two sides back in 
August 199-5. 

Mr. Pelletreau was also 
scheduled to meet leaders 
of some 250.00(1 Turko- 
mans of Turkish origin liv- 
ing in nonhem Iraq, a Turk- 
ish foreign ministry 
spokesman, Sermei Ataean- 
ii, said Monday. 

Turkey wants the Turko- 
mans to receive the same 
kind of protection that is 
extended to the Kurds and 
io be part of- the local 
administration. 

On the batilefront. the 
KDP withdrew- from a town 
in northern Iraq and aban- 
doned an assault on a 
strategic dam under heavy 
artillery tire front a rival 
militia, witnesses said. 

Thousands of KDP fight- 
ers lied (he Dukan dam in a 
fleet of buses, minibuses 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Taleban must respect 
human rights — U.N. 


KABUL (AFP) — United 
Nations special envoy Nor- 
bert Holl said Monday he 
warned the Taleban militia 
not to ignore human rights 
in Afghanistan. 

“The human rights issue, 
from scratch, was very high 
on my agenda,” said Mr. 
Holl, speaking to foreign 
journalists in the Afghan 
capital. 

Mr. Holl said the U.N. 
could not “sit idle" and say 
it was up to the Taleban 
how they dealt with the 
issue of human rights. 

He said that religious law 
wmch the Taleban interpret 
very strictly in Afghanistan, 
w as whai he defined “to a 
certain extent as a human 
rights issue." 

Toe U.N. special media- 
tor referred specifically to 
■‘discrimination along gen- 
der lines" — referring to 
the Taleban ban on Afghan 
women working in public 
places, and the ban on girls 
going to school. 

The Taleban, who began 
their quest to install an 
Islamic government in 
Afghanistan two years ago, 
seized Kabul from forces 
loyal to former President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani on 
Sept. 27. 


Mr. Holl said the United 
Nations could act only as a 
mediator between the Tale- 
ban and ex-government 
forces and it was up to the 
Afghan people themselves 
to decide on possible future 
peace talks. 

But Mr. Holl said the 
issue of human rights was 
not up to the Afghan people 
or their leaders alone to 
decide — as a member of 
the United Nations, the 
country was bound by cer- 
tain rules if it wanted to 
retain its membership. 

“Whoever is controlling 
Afghanistan is bound by 
the charter of the U-N..” 
said Mr. Holl, who arrived 
in Kabul Monday for talks' 
with the Taleban leadership 
here. 

Mr. Holl said he had pre- 
sented the Taleban leader- 
ship with a copy of the 
U.N. Charter during a pre- 
vious visit so they could 
better understand their 
international obligations. 

He said he made a com- 
parison between the U.N. 
Charter and the Holy Koran 
to impress upon the Taleban 
how important the docu- 
ment was regarded in the 
international community. 

“The U.N. Charter is as 


much binding on me as the 
Koran is binding for you," 
be told them. 

Mr. Holl said the Taleban 
understood that acceptance 
of the U.N. Charter was 
serious — “particularly if 
in return they want some- 
thing like recognition.” 

Mr. Holl said the hu man 
rights issue would also 
have an impact on much 
needed international assis- 
tance. 

“In the long run, help for 
construction will only come 
from the international com- 
munity." he said, adding 
most of humanitarian aid 
now reaching Kabul is 
channelled through U.N. 
agencies. 

For Taleban who may be 
contemplating seeking 
bilateral aid from neigh- 
bouring countries rather 
than U.N. aid, Mr. Holl 
said, “I told the Taleban 
today that even a small 
country like Switzerland 
may have a larger gross 
national product than the 
neighbours of 

Afghanistan." “This you 
have to bear in mind when 
you assess your options,” 
was Mr. Hall's parting 
advice to the Taleban. 



Taleban militiamen manoeuvre In the village of Hussein Kot, about 18 kilometres outside 
Kabul, after taking two hills in the vicinity from the forces of the ousted government on 
Monday (Reuters photo) 


Cyprus rivals launch 
U.N.-sponsored talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
United Narions-sponsored 
talks have started in Cyprus to 
defuse tension on the divided 
island where five people died 
this year, a U.N. envoy said on 
Monday. 

■“The talks are underway and 
we are going to pursue them 
very energetically.” said Gus- 
tave Feissel. resident repre- 
sentative of the U.N. secre- 
tary-general in Cyprus. 

“We expect the two sides 
will cooperate with us so that 
we can reach an agreement 
very quickly and without 
delay.” he said after a meet- 
ing with Cypriot President 
Glafcos derides. 

Turkey invaded the northern 
third of Cyprus in July 1974 
after a Greek Cypriot coup 
backed by the military regime 
ruling in Athens at the time. 

Some 30,000 Turkish troops 
are based in north Cyprus — 
declared a breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state in 1983 and 
recognised only by Ankara. 

The U.N. hopes to reach 
agreement between the two 
sides for the military unman- 
ning of sentry posts along the 
180- kilometre long ceasefire 
line slicing the island. The 
agreement prohibits the use of 
loaded weapons and establish- 
es a military code of conduct. 

“It is a technical military 
step to reduce tension.” a 
U.N. spokesman said. 

Tension on the island has 
increased considerably this 
year with the killings of three 
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Greek Cypriot civilians and 
one Greek Cypriot soldier in 
separate incidents along the 
U.N;-controHed buffer zone 
dividing the two communities. 
Last month, a Turkish Cypriot 
soldier was found shot dead at 
his post near the zone. 

Seven years ago the U.N. 
brokered an agreement for the 
unmanning of sentry posts in 
the capital Nicosia, where the 
two sides ore in close proxim- 
ity. 

Efforts to -extend this 
unmanning agreement had 
been underway since then. 
They were temporarily inter- 
rupted in the summer after the 
buffer zone incidents, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Feissel said the peace- 
keeping force UNFICYP, 
mediating the indirect military 
talks, has proposals on barring 
loaded weapons and unman- 
ning posts along the “green 
line” where rival forces are in 
closest proximity. 

A similar accord was struck 
in 1989 to unman hotspots in 
Nicosia. 

Mr. Feissel said the new 
talks were not a substitute for 
a U.S. proposal in July to open 
a dialogue between the mili- 
tary commanders of the Greek 
Cypriot National Guard and 
Turkish occupation forces. 

The dialogue has failed to 
materialise because of a row 
over whether Turkish Cypriot 
forces should also be 
involved. 


Israeli 
reporter 
visited 
Syria with 
Chirac 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
reporter officially represenr- 
ing the Jerusalem Post news- 
papa- was allowed to visit 
Syria during French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac’s week- 
end visit to Damascus, 
French officials said on 
Monday. 

Eldad Beck, who travelled 
on an Austrian passport 
which shows he was bora in 
Israel, was a member of the 
press party which accompa- 
nied Mr. Chirac. 

French officials said Mr. 
Chirac’s office had inter- 
vened with the Syrian 
authorities to win approval 
to take him along as a good- 
will gesture in the stalled 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Chirac personally 
asked Mr. Beck not to file 
any reports until they had 
left Damascus to avoid 
upsetting President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

Mr. Beck told Reuters he 
was officially authorised to 
interview the head of the 
small remaining Jewish 
community in Syria, Yousef 
Jajati, but was not allowed to 
ask a question at a joint 
Chirac-Assad news confer- 
ence on Sunday. 


Ex-emir of Qatar to return 
home soon, official says 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar’s 
deposed emir is expected 
to return home soon 
from self-imposed exile 
following an agreement 
over missing funds, a 
cabinet minister said in 
remarks published on 
Monday. 

“God willing. His 
Royal Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad A1 
Thani, the father (of all 
Qataris), is returning to 
Qatar soon," Justice 
Minister Najeeb 

Mohammad A1 Nuaimi 
told A1 Khaleej newspa- 
per in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

“Qatar is his home- 
town, and he is always 
welcome to return with- 
out any conditions. Our 
gates are also open to his 
entourage.” 

Qatar on Sunday 
announced it had ended a 
row over billions of dol- 
lars missing from state 
coffers since Sheikh 
Khalifa was toppled by 
his. son. Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa A1 Thani, in 
a bloodless palace coup 
last year. 

A Justice Ministry 


statement quoted by 
Qatar’s official news 
agency said the govern- 
ment was dropping all 
lawsuits against the 
deposed emir in return 
for settling accounts at 
the centre of their dis- 
pute. 

Mr. Nuaimi said he 
could not specify the 
amount of the disputed 
funds because they 
would be determined by 
the settlement. 

“But what is important 
is that their amount is not 
as large as was carried by 
the Arab and foreign 
media." 

Unofficial estimates 
said the sum controlled 
by Sheikh Khalifa since 
his ouster ranged from 
S3 billion to $7 billion. 

Authorities in Britain, 
France and Switzerland 
blocked bank accounts 
controlled by the former 
emir earlier this year at 
the request of the new 
government in Doha. 


France joins 
Iraq flights 

RIYADH * AFP) — French 
figbter pilots have for the 
first time joined U.S. and 
British warplanes in flying 
reconnaissance missions 
over southern Iraq, a U.S. air 
force spokesman said Mon- 
day. 

The French, who used to 
provide only escort for U.S. 
and British warplanes, have 
begun flying the missions 
from bases in Saudi Arabia 
as far north as the 32nd Par- 
allel in southern Iraq. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Andrew 
Bouriand said. 

The French have refused to 
fly to the 33rd Parallel, the 
boundary of an extended no- 
fly zone which the United 
States imposed last month in 
retaliation for an Iraqi mili- 
tary incursion into nonhem 
Kurdish areas. 

Western diplomats in 
Riyadh said eight French 
warplanes including three 
Mirage Fl-CR. which are 
equipped for reconnaissance 
missions, arrived in Saudi 
Arabia at the end of last 
week. 

Col. Bouriand did not 
know the exact date the 
French began their new mis- 
sions. 


Israel tank crew to train urban warfare 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
has decided to train its tank 
crews for urban warfare in 
the West Bank following 
last month’s armed clashes 
with Palestinian policemen 
that left over 80 dead, the 
army weekly Bamahane 
reported Monday. 

“We intend to teach all 
those in the field, from the 
level of non-commissioned 
officer to company com- 
mander, how to define and 
aim tank fire az targets in a 
built-up area," the com- 
mander for the main train- 
ing base for West Bank 
forces told the magazine. 

The aim of the new train- 
ing, be said, was to “min- 
imise losses among our 
ranks and civilians.” 


‘Tank warfare in built-up 
zones is very complex,” 
added the officer, identified 
only as Colonel Yehuda. 

“We hope to teach our 
tank operators how to aim 
at a particular target ... we 
will train soldiers to be bet- 
ter at pinpointing sources of 
fire in a crowd," he said. 

This is a problem of all 
combat in built-up areas 
and now it has become a 
very real issue,” he said, 
referring to three days of 
unprecedented street battles 
across the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in late Septem- 
ber. 

During the unrest, Pales- 
tinian police opened fire on 
Israeli troops after the sol- 
diers used live ammunition 


against stone-throwing 
civilian protestors. The 
clashes left 69 Palestinians 
dead, mostly civilians. Fif- 
teen Israeli soldiers were 
killed. 

A member of parliament 
from the left-wing Meretz 
Party, Ran Cohen, 
denounced the decision to 
prepare tank units for con- 
flict in the West Bank as 
“stupid” and called on 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai to rescind the 
order. 

During last month’s fight- 
ing, the army deployed 
tanks around Palestinian 
self-rule areas for the first 
time, but did not open fire 
with them. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


British minister holds talks in Bahrain 

DUBAI (R) — Britain’s minister for the armed forces 
talks on Monday with Bahrain’s emir as part of a 
visit, the official Gulf News Agency reported. It 
Nicholas Soames and the emir. Sheikh Isa Ben S 
Khalifa, discussed bilateral relations and regional 
ments. Mr. Soames, who arrived on Sunday, was 
to go to Saudi Arabia on Monday night, a British 
spokesperson said. 

Iran-made helicopter to fly in 1998 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran will fly a locally-manufactured 
copter by the beginning of 1998. a newspaper said 
Shahed X-5, a non-combat helicopter, is the first to be 
ufactured in Iran and will be used for reconnaissance 
sions, relief operations and training, die Farsi -rangnage 
daily Kar Va Kargar said. The four-sect helicopter has 
speed of 180 kilometres per hour and can fly fora' 
of 400 kilometres before refuelling, tbe newspaper 
Saeed Ziaie, head of tbe Islamic Revolutionary G. 
body for industrial research and development. Mr. Ziaie 
that there were plans to manufacture 50 helio 
resources and financial support are provide* 1 T -4aJ 
head of the helicopter industries research cenue of the 
olutionary Guards, said the cost of buildine the Shahed X-5 
is S250.000. A similar foreien-made hclicooter would cost 
$900,000, be added. 

Iran holds war games in Gulf of Oman 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian navy is holding four days 
of war games in the Gulf or Oman, staging manoeuvres k> 
capture coastal areas, the official news agency IRNA report- 
ed Monday. The exercises in waters off the Shah-Bahar 
region of southeast Iran opened “successfully" on Sunday. 
“The naval forces are to carry out patrol, rescue and diving 
operations as well as capturing coastal areas and destroying 
equipment and ammunition of the hypothetical enemy.” 
IRNA said. Iran's armed forces hold around 40 exercises a 
year in the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. 

Algerian president arrives in Vietnam 

HANOI (AFP) — Algeria's President Liamine Zeroual 
arrived in Vietnam Monday for a three-day official visit 
aimed at improving economic cooperation, diplomatic 
sources said. Mr. Zeroual is the first Algerian president to 
visit Vietnam in 22 years. His delegation, visiting Vietnam 
after a trip to China, includes five ministers, among them 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Attaf. Soon after his arrival, tbe 
Algerian president reviewed an honour guard with his coun- 
terpart, Le Due Anh. Two accords are to be signed during 
the trip, one on boosting and protecting investment and the 
other on communications and culture, the sources said. 
Links between the two have traditionally been strong as 
both were former French colonies that fought independence 
wars. But bilateral trade is low and Algeria has no invest- 
ment in Vietnam. On Monday Mr. Zeroual was to hold talks 
with Le Due Anh and General Vo Nguyen Giap. while on 
Tuesday he is to meet Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet and Com- 
munist Party chief Do Muoi. 

Main militant group in Libya halts operations 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libya's main militant organisation, the 
Fighting Islamist Group, has decided to suspend armed 
attacks on the government for a limited time, its spokesman 
said Monday. “The policy of the group for now. bnt not for 
long, will be not to cany out military attacks for reasons I’d 
rather not give,” spokesman Abu Bakr AT Sherif said in 
comments published in tbe Arab daily AJ Hayat. He said that 
“difficulties sometimes prevent some military operations 
from being executed." “We don’t claim that the regime will 
fall today or tomorrow with a magic wand." he added, say- 
ing that his group is preparing “a well-studied plan” for 
overthrowing the government of Colonel Muammar Qad- 
bafi. Mr. Sherif ruled out any coordination with the secular 
Libyan opposition while saying his organisation was ready 
to cooperate with “all those who accept Islam as their reli- 
gion and way of life.” But be criticised the Algerian Armed 
Islamic Group, which, he said “committed a lot of extortion 
and has adopted a deviant line since Gamal Zitouni be came 
its chief.” 

Algiers mayor killed in clash with rebels 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Algiers Mayor Ali Boucena was 
killed by a stray bullet Monday during a clash between 
security forces and rebels in the city centre, witnesses 
said. The official news agency APS’ also reported that 
Boucetta was killed, but it did not say how. Witnesses 
told AFP that Boucetta was standing on his balcony when 
he was hit by gunfire as security forces fought a com- 
mando in the Telemly district of downtown Algiers. 
Unconfirmed reports said several rebels were killed in 
the gunbattle. Boucetta was the head of a city govern- 
ment panel with responsibility for downtown Algiers, 
making him in effect mayor. Such panels were created by 
the milit ar y-backed government to replace previous dis- 
trict mayors who were Islamists. 
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PRAYER TIMES 

04:22. 

05:40 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 Dhuhr 

14:31 ’Asr 

17:01 , Maghreb 

18:18. ’Isha 

CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh.Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 


TeL 632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De ta Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
Hie Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied Inf the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A cold air mass will affect the 
Kingdom today .causing a 
depression to last for three days. 


Temperatures are expected io 
drop significantly with skies 
partly cloudy. Rain is expected 
to fall in all areas and winds 
becoming south westerly active. 
In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly active, 
and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers. 


Amman ... 

-14/24 

2CV31 

Deserts..- 

14/28 


Jordan Valley 19/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 33 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 27 per rent. 
Aqaba 45 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Harma Mansour„ 
Dr. Afif Shukri 


Dr.NidaJ Dahfeh 

Dr. Said Tawfiq— - 

Ferdows pharmacy 
Al Asema pharmacy .. 
Al Satam pharmacy _ 
Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmetsarri pharmacy • 
Nairoukh pharmacy ... 
Nqjib pharmacy .... 

IRBID: 

Dr. Marin Abu Bakir.. 
AJ Quds pharmacy 


-.750197 

..898863 

J527I95 

.788285 

..778336 

..637055 

..636730 

.644945 

,637660 

,623672 

,847632 

.276852 
(— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtaUah. 994422 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Cadre ..63711 1 

Gvfl “Defence Dept 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Eire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVafBc Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints -605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance)...-....--.-— 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority.™ 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- ...815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information OK- 


53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalkfi Maternity 64428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabsri Amman Maternity 

642362 

Madias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmessani —60707 1 

Shmefcam' Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mirasher Hospital 667227/9 
Tbe Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhJi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhqjreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir 775 1 1 1/26 

Army,Marka .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt Hospital ((WJ983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Ai Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- - — (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:00. 

0725. 

Damascus (RJ1 

08:40.. 
09r20 . 

SaraaaAqaba (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

0935. 

09:50. 

16:20. 

— Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Doha. Bahain (RJ) 

.Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 . 


16:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
0330 Jeddah (add l (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15. 

13:00. 

.... ...........Cairo (MS) 

. ..... .Munich (YP) 

15:00. 

.Rome (AZ) 

16:55., 

1835.. 

...Dubai. Damascus (EK) 
Amsterdam (KL) 

19:20. 

...London (BA) 

20:10. 

....Beirut (ME) 

20:40. 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

7ft- Artoi /m 

23:55" 

02:00.. 

Bucharest (RO) 

Kuwait (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08:50 — ..Aqaba (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


AVftwO.# 

05:35 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:00 Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

11:10 — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
11:15 Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12:15 -Cairo (RJ) 

13:05 London (RJ) 

13:55 Madrid (RJ) 

20:10 Lamaca (RJ) 

2000 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 — - — Damascus (RJ) 

2® 145 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:20 —Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:30 .Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

2230 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Beirut Athens (OA) 

2S— -Beirut, ME) 

}JJ I -.-Cairo (MS) 

J25 .Munich (YP) 

16:00 Rome(AZ) 

IS;?: -Dubai (EK) 

Kuwait (KL) 

21*0 — -Aden(IY) 

21-50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

52“ — Bucharest (RO) 

o AmSKrdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) nights 

IfcOO Aqaba (Marita Airport 

(RW) 

19 JO Aqaba (Maria Airport 
proceeding u> QAJA) iRw> 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am eray 
Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 p-m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7-JO am 
evety Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pm every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/bwer price in fils per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana. JOIV5O0 

Banana (raukhammur) ..428/420 

Banana (imported) 860/650 

Cabbage......:. 110W 

Carrot 280(150 

Cauliflower. 270/180 

Cucumber (large) 15U/1M 

Cucumber (small) .330/170 


EagpIanL... 


Garlic 

„ 700/550 

Grapes. 

.—450W20- 

Guava 

_i00O5 Pi 

Lemon 

__35IWW; 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) _ 

-20 tff 

__J30/2» 

Mulukhiah 


Onion (green)j* 
Onion (dry) .... 

™14I* 


jsam 


Okra . 

Olive % 

Pepper (hoi) 

Pepper (sweet). 

Pomegranate — 

Potato 

Spinach ' J00/j#! 

String Bean. 

Tomato 74 M0] 
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Head of the Bahraini Vocational Training Institute Ahmad Mahdi Monday address- 
es a pre^ conference to discuss implementation of a protocol signed between Jordan 
and Bahrain. Attending the conference is also Bahraini Ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad MusaUam (Petra photo) 

Bahrain, Jordan sign vocational 
training agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Head of the Bahrai- 
ni Vocational Training Institute Ahmad 
Mahdi Monday ended a severaJ-day visit 
to Jordan, describing his tally, with Jor- 
danian officials as extremely success- 
ful. . 

Addressing a press conference at the 
Bahraini embassy in Jordan, Mr. Mahdi 
said that a ‘memorandum of understand- 
ing’ he signed here covers cooperation in 
vocational training fields. 

He described his visit as in implemen- 
tation of a protocol on vocational training 
cooperation, signed by the two countries 
last month and intended to further devel- 
op human resources. 

Mr. Mahdi appealed to Jordanian firms 
to invest in vocational training in Bahrain 
stating that the country offers incentives 
and facilities to encourage such invest- 
ments. 


Mr. Mahdi said that the Gulf countries, 
including Bahrain, spend more than S2.5 
billion annually on training people for 
various trades. 

One of the articles in this memorandum 
of understanding concluded between 
Bahrain and Jordan provides for coopera- 
tion between the two countries in estab- 
lishing a centre for vocational training in 
the Gulf to be held in the Bahraini cap- 
ital of Manama, he added. 

Mr. Mahdi lauded Jordan as contribut- 
ing a great deal towards training Arab cit- 
izens in the past few decades and 
expressed his admiration of the devel- 
oped and successful vocational training 
system managed by the Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation. 

Bahraini ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad Musallam also attended the 
meeting. 


Cold front 
moves 
toward 
Kingdom 


AMMAN (J. T.) — East- 
ern Mediterranean coun- 
tries, and Jordan as well, 
will begin to register lower 
temperatures today with 
rainfall in assorted areas, 
according to the depart- 
ment of meteorology Mon- 
day. 

A department spokesman 
said that a cold front cen 
tred west of Cyprus was 
moving eastward bringing 
rain and reducing after- 
noon temperatures from a 
projected high of 30 
degrees Celsius Monday to 
a low of 24 degrees Celsius 
Tuesday. 

The spokesman added 
that these temperatures are 
expected to drop to a 
nightly 14 degrees . 

He estimated that cloudy 
skies and rain will persist 
through Wednesday and 
Thursday . 

Meanwhile, the depart- 
ment of meteorology pub- 
lished a study on the King- 
dom’s rainy seasons con- 
cluding that the rainy sea- 
son generally commences 
around Oct. 16 each year 

The report said that at 
least 65 per cent of the 
rainfall comes during win- 
ter. from Dec. 21 to March 
20 , and that during this 
time the eastern Mediter- 
ranean regions endure an 
annual average of low 
atmospheric pressure 
fronts. 


Pesticide-free vegetables hit market on trial basis 
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By Christina Schlegl 

■ Special to the Jordan Times -■* 

AMMAN --'•'The' recent' 
introduction of pesticide- 
free vegetables at two local 
Isupermarkets is being 
looked at as the trial phase 
of an ongoing project to 
implement ecologically and 
leconomicaUy acceptable 
plant protection methods in 
the Kingdom. 

The project .“Promotion 
of sustainable plant protec- 
tion systems,” is being con- 
ducted by the National 
Center for Agricultural 
Research and Technology 
Transfer (NCARTT) in col- 
laboration with the German 
Association for Technical 
|Cooperation (GTZ). 

The undertaking is 
designed to raise public 
awareness so that con- 
sumers will demand and 
[purchase healthier agricul- 
tural products, Volkmar 
Hasse, the GTZ’s local 
team leader, told the Jordan 
|Times Monday. 

Currently in its [market- 
ing! trial phase “as there are 
[still many problems to be 
solved” the “naturally treat- 
led" products began appear- 
ing on the produce shelves 
of two of Amman’s largest 
supermarkets in early Sep- 
tember,” Dr. Hasse said 

The test vegetables, 
cucumbers and tomatoes, 
!are on sale at prices 35 per 
jcent higher than the Min- 
istry of Supply-controlled 
averages. 


The price difference is 
1 attributable to two main 1 
factors: the cost Of the cer- 
■tificatfe -provided by ’the 1 
GTZ assuring the consumer 
that such products are envi- 
ronment-friendly; and the 
packaging, which is at pre- 
sent proving troublesome 
for the project managers. 

Commodities sold as pes- 
ticide-free must bear a veri- 
fication certificate issued 
by an independent organi- 
sation. That seal is quite 
expensive. Dr. Hasse said. 

Ironically, he said, 
inspection of the goods 
themselves is not the major 
expense, but the paper the 
certificate is printed on. 

As for the packaging, 
ordinary cucumbers are 
currently packed in plastic 
bags which are ineffective 
for two reasons. Dr. Hasse 
said. He explained that the 
vegetables start to “per- 
spire” during transportation 
and that the bags are not 
tamper-proof. 

“What we are looking for 
is packaging that fulfils two 
requirements: a system that 
suits the fruit or vegetable 
itself and is tamper proof. 
But this is quite difficult as 
the options available in Jor- 
dan - such as canons or net 
bags - are by far too expen- 
sive and would cause a 
price difference beyond 35 
per cent," Dr. Hasse stated. 

According to Dr. Hasse. 
the Ministry of Supply 
granted permission to 
expand the sale of the pro- 


ject’s produce to other 
: stores. 

But project managers say 
1 they are’ her ready for wide- 
spread marketing yet 
because they lack staff to 
monitor s-ales. 

The project's target 
groups. Dr. Hasse added, 
are fanners as well as con- 
sumers. 

He advised the public to 
contact the Jordanian Con- 
sumer Protection Society 
(JCPS) if they suspect tam- 
pering with produce sold as 
pesticide-free. He also 
encouraged consumers to 
form interest groups to urge 
farmers to grow healthier 
agricultural products. 

The GTZ project, begun 
in January 1995 utilises 
technology whereby farm- 
ers grow their crops with an 
absolute minimum of pesti- 
cides, spraying less, and 
depending more on benefi- 
cial insects (natural antago- 
nists) which prey on plant 
pests thus leading to a bet- 
ter natural balance. Dr. 
Hasse explained. 

“Positive results of this 
method have been larger 
harvests, up to 25 per cent, 
and tastier fruits and veg- 
etables as less fertilisers 
and water are used," Dr. 
Hasse said. 

According to a GTZ 
study, if farmers employed 
a private pest manager they 
could probably save about 
60 per cent on their regular 
pesticide expenditure, with- 
out any reduction of yield 


or quality. 

For example between JD 
100 to 250 are spent for I I 
5 to 25 pesticides per green- 
house each farming season. 

Currently there are more 
than 14,000 greenhouses in 
Jordan. 

The study claims that if] 
the project can make the 
newly developed technolo- 
gy available to at least 30, 
per cent (4,200) of these 
greenhouses, with an 
implementation efficiency 
of 40 per cent, the total sav- 
ings per year would be 
approximately JD 1 65,000. 

The project will undergo] 
two stages; which is the 
current three-year phase of] 
development and improve- 
ment of the study, followed 
by possibly another three 
years of implementation 
and commercialisation of| 
the plan. 

According to Dr. Hasse, 
the worldwide abuse of pes- 
ticides is unnecessary as 
today most pests have 
become chemical resistant. 
He said this situation 
requires alternative -treat- 
ments such as natural bio- 
logical pest control. 

As an example he cited 
the case of citrus fruit farm- 
ers in Jordan who this year] 
saved about JD 540,000 by 
using “natural enemies" 
instead of costly pesticides. 

The project costs around 
JD3 ‘million which is being! 
provided in equal parts by 
both the Jordanian and Ger- 
man governments. 
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News In Brief 


Minister meets with World Bank delega- 
tion 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development 
Hammad Abu Jamcus Monday met with a delegation 
from the World Bank and reviewed ministry services 
and projects. The minister affirmed the imponance_ of 
O, jpport for the National Aid Fund as well as outlining 
heat cultivation and water projects for the indigent. 

Italy, Jordan review parliamentary proce- 
dure 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Sa’ed Hayel Srour Monday received Ital- 
ian Ambassador to Jordan Francesco Cerulli. The two 
previewed bilateral relations especially m parliamen- 
tary fields. The Italian Ambassador affinned nis coun- 
try s enthusiasm in developing relations with the 
Kingdom and complimented Jordanian national 

development. • 


Minister of transport receives Canadian 

Ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport Naser 
Lawzi Monday received Canadian Ambassador to 
Jordan Michael Malloy. Discussion centred on 
enhancing relations in the transport sector. 


Amman Book Shop to host children’s book 
fair 

AMMAN - The Amman Book Shop is sponsoring a 
children’s book fair at the Haya Arts Centre in 
Shmeisani through the 2Sth of October. A variety ofl 
English and Arabic books will be available, ranging 
from educational sticker books to illustrated chil- 
dren's stories. Visual dictionu 
ties, crafts books, and classics such as Dr. Seuss’ Cat 
in the Hat will also be displayed. Prices are purported 
to range from 200 fils to JD 15. 
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Kabariti urges private sector 
to increase role in tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Monday said 
that his government is 
enthusiastic to broaden 
the private sector tourism 
role and stressed that the 
government will restrict 
its own activities to creat- 
ing industry incentives 
and support for tourist- 
related projects . 

Speaking during a 
meeting of the Higher 
Tourism Board (HTB) the 
prime minister said that 
the government will enact 
legislation to boost the 
tourism industry which, 
he said, is key to the cre- 
ation of jobs and in boost- 
ing. the country’s eco- 
nomic situation. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irshei- 
dat outlined tourist indus- 


try achievements stating 
that last year 1,074 mil- 
lion tourists visited Jor- 
dan. 

He affirmed that 
increasing numbers of 
people visited various 
tourist and archaeological 
sites in the Kingdom dur- 
ing 1995 and in the first 
few months of 1996 but, 
he said, developments in 
the Middle East in the 
past few months have had 
a regional negative 
impact on the tourism 
industry which has effect- 
ed Jordan as well. 

The Minister also said 
that this year there has 
been an increase in 
tourists from the Gulf, 
and that the number has 
been estimated at 481,000 
so far. 

Last month Dr. Irshei- 


dat ascribed, a stated 
decline in tourism to gen- 
eral developments in the 
Gulf, and Iraq in particu- 
lar, Israeli attacks in 
southern Lebanon, and 
recent events in Palestine, 
for the decline in the Jor- 
danian tourism. 

According to the minis- 
ter last year Jordan 
earned 5700 million in 
tourism revenues but 
regional developments 
have somewhat lowered 
expectations for an 
increase this year. 

Following the meeting 
with Mr. Kabariti, Dr 
Irsheidat said that the 

HTB reviewed a num- 
ber of issues including 
assessments of tourist 
numbers as well as the 
ensuing revenues thereof. 

He said discussion also 


covered legislation and 
plans required for pro- 
moting the tourism indus- 
try in the coming years, 
specifying that among the 
plans under consideration 
is one supported by the 
Japan International 
Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) as well as imple- 
mentation of tourist pro- 
jects at the Dead Sea and 
Aqaba . 

The minister stressed 
that the government was 
providing incentives and 
support to facilitate 
investments in hulcls and 
other tourist facilities 

The HTB is chaired by 
the prime minister and 
attended by minsters and 
officials from the public 
and private sectors . 


EU contributes 5,059 tonnes of 
wheat to food programmes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A con- 
signment of 5,059 metric 
tonnes of durum wheat 
arrived at the port of Aqaba 
on October 20 as a Euro- 
pean Union (EU> contribu- 
tion to the World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP). 

The shipment is the sec- 
ond and final instalment of 
a total of 10,000 metric 
tonnes of .wheat allocated 
by die EU in 1995 to sup- 
port the WFP’s Agricultural 
Development of the High- 
lands, Afforestation and 
Rangeland Development as 
well as Human Resource 
Development projects. . 

In addition to the wheat 
supply, Jordan received 140 
metric tonnes of vegetable 
oil and 202 metric tonnes of 
grain from the EU ini 995*. 

The food aid will be dis- 


tributed by the WFP to the 
indigent as well as small- 
scale farmers working on 
the restoration of their 
lands and conversion of 
annual cereal crops into 
fruit orchards. 

The proffered assistance 
is directed at stabilising 
household food supplies 
during early years of land 
development to more inten- 
sive high value production 
land, improving range pro- 
ductivity, achieving nation- 
al environmental objec- 
tives, and maintaining cur- 
rent high school enrolments 
as well as attendance in 
rural primary schools. 

The European Union has, 
since 1990, provided, via 
the WFP, a total of 42,533 
metric tonnes of hard and 
soft wheat. 1,150 metric 


tonnes of wheat flour, 200 
metric tonnes of vegetable 
oil and 596 metric tonnes of 
grain to Jordan 
Meanwhile, Minister of 
Supply Munir Sobar Mon- 
day said that the govern- 
ment may reconsider bread 
prices, fixed last August 
subsequent to a hike, but 
that this depends on world 
market prices. 

Speaking during a visit to 
• the southern govemorate of 
Tafileh, the minister said 
that his ministry is in the 
process of preparing a 
study on linking locally 
ptoduced bread prices with 
wheat prices in 
international markets but he 
affirmed that the direct cash 
subsidy for nationals imple- 
' mented last month will con-. 
. tioue regardless. 


Mr. Sobar denied rumours 
that the government plans 
to end sugar and rice subsi- 
dies or float prices thereof 
and stressed the govern- 
ment’s determination to 
provide sufficient basic 
foodstuffs thus ensuring 
stabilised prices in local 
markets. 

Governor Nayef Njadat 
briefed the minister on the 
supply situation in the 
Tafileh govemorate where, 
he said, ministry warehous- 
es have been stocked with 
animal feed, wheat flour 
and other necessities. 

Mr. Sobar met with the 
Tafileh mayor and trade 
union and chamber of com- 
merce heads, then made a 
tour of bakeries and- central 
market places. 


‘New research centre to serve media circles’ 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Founders of a newly- 
established private centre for research, 
publishing and information have said 
that their institution will provide Jor- 
danian and international press with the 
first local media and information ser- 
vice. 

“Intelligentsia,” as the centre is 
called, mil conduct research on a 
wide range of topics, both upon 
request from local and foreign media 
establishments and on its own initia- 
tive and will organise seminars and 
exhibitions on issues of public inter- 
est, staff members of the establish- 
ment told the Jordan Times. 

“We are cummtly working on a 
study about trade' agreements between 
Jordan and foreign countries and are 
also organising a seminar tackling all 
aspects of the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
agreement,” Intelligentsia founder and 


General Manager Jamal Naji said. 

Mr. Naji, who is also a novelist, 
political analyst and columnist for AI 
Rai Arabic daily, said the centre's 
busy agenda for the next few months 
includes two exhibitions, four publi- 
cations and monthly seminars as well 
as various studies. 

“The centre is going to launch four 
new publications by the end of the 
year,” Mr. Naji announced, adding 
that two of them will focus on agricul- 
ture and the other two will be novels. 

Mr. Naji also said that the first sem-' 
inar organised by Intelligentsia and to 
be held in November will discuss eco- 
nomic aspects of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace agreement and will see the par- 
ticipation of high officials and experts. 

As for the exhibitions, one will tie 
featuring Italian products and ser- 
vices, while the second, to be accom- 
panied by a workshop, will be dedi- 
cated to “the women’s world, their 
interests and their needs,” Mr. Naji 


said. 

Hie exhibitions, to be held in May at 
the Amman International Motor Show 
and in April at the Philadelphia Hotel, 
will “show the high level of organisa- 
tion Intelligentsia is capable of,” 
Assistant Manager Marwan Hamza 
said. 

According to Mr. Hamza, around 50 
Italian companies are expected to par- 
ticipate in the 1997 Italian products 
and services show. 

The show is aimed at “promoting 
the establishment of joint ventures and 
boosting economic relations between 
Italy and Jordan providing business- 
men from both countries with an 
opportunity to make contacts,” Mr. 
Hamza said. . , 

Other goals to be achieved by Intel- 
ligentsia include the creation of a 
data-bank, Mr. Naji said. 
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FILM 

*”Sooty Out and About” at the British Council at 5:00 
p.nx 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

* "Sostiene Pereira” (Pereira Holds) at the Royal Cul- 
tural CeBtre at 8:00 p.m. ' 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by Abdul Latif AJ 

Smoodi at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens St., until Oct. 
30 ■ 

* Exhibition of children’s books at Haya Centre, until 
Oct. 29. 

* Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, Doors and 
Windows" comprising photos by Julia ReinhoU and 
paintings by Rinam Ghassib at the InterContinental 
Hotel, until Ocl 31. 

* Abstract (plastic) art exhibition by Nabil Sbehadeh at 
Darat Al Funun, JubaJ Weibdeh. Also displaying works 
of contemporary Arab artists ” until Nov. 13. 

•"Wadi Al Faynan Art Exhibition” — works by sever- 
al artists inspired by Wadi Faynan at Balka An Gallery, 
until Oct. 31. 

•Works by Ghassan Abu Leban at Insticmo Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Oct. 23. 

•Works by Ghada Dahdaleh a't the French Cultural 
Centre, until Oct 29. 


EU refuses to be a mere 
Mideast banker — Italy 


(Continued from page 12) 

try two Libyan men 
accused of blowing up a 
Pan Am 

plane over Scotland in 
19S8. 

“President Mubarak 
insisted on the limits of the 
politics of embargo, espe- 
cially with Libya,” Mr. 
Prodi said. 

“He presented his opinion 
that now Qadhafi is chang- 
ing his politics and trying to 
have a much more coopera- 
tive policy with the Western 
world, with Europe, and 
has done positive and con- 


crete steps in this direc- 
tion,” he added. 

The prime minister did 
not give his own opinion on 
whether Col. Qadhafi had 
changed and deserved to 
have the sanctions lifted. 

He said Italy hoped to 
become tire biggest market 
for Egyptian exports mid 
would take an active part in 
next month’s Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
conference in Cairo. 

Mr. Prodi arrived on Sun- 
day afternoon and left for 
Rome shortly after his news 
conference. 


French diplomat 
kidnapped iij Yemen 


(Continued from page 12) 

abducted an American. 
The tourists were released 
unharmed Four days later 
after security forces sur- 
rounded their hideout, but 
six tribesmen and one sol- 
dier were killed when the 


army mounted an attack to 
arrest them. 

France has a visible role 
in Yemen where it has led 
mediation efforts to end a 
dispute between Sanaa and 
Eritrea over strategic 
islands in the Red Sea. 
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Lacking clear poll mandate, || 
Hashimoto faces wrangling fr’* 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto Monday began 
what were expected to be 
protracted negotiations to 
secure a majority after vot- 
ers denied his Liberal De- 
mocratic Party (LDP) a 
clear mandate in general 
elections. 

The LDP secured 239 

seats in Sunday's voting, 12 
short of the 251 it needed to 
govern alone in the 500-seat 
lower house. 

The result pointed to a 
second term for Mr. Hashi- 
moto, but only after days if 
not weeks of the sort of 
political turmoil that has 
plagued Japan since the 
election in 1993 which put 
the LDP out of office for the 
first time in 3S years, ana- 
lysts said. 

“The political situation 
will remain unstable and 
weak government will con- 
tinue," said political com- 
mentator Minoru Morita. 
“The main point in Japanese 
politics now is how soon or 
how late the next elections 
will be held.” Mr. Hashi- 
moto, the LDP president, 
was to meet Monday eve- 
ning with the heads of 
Sakigake and the Social De- 
mocrats, his minority part- 
ners in the outgoing govern- 
ment which both emerged 
from Sunday's polls at a 
fraction of their former 
strength. 

“We cannot run parlia- 
ment smoothly alone and. 
we have first called on our 
allies, Sakigake and the 
Social Democrats," said 
LDP Secretary General 
Koichi Kato. 

Sakigake. with only two 
seats in the lower chamber, 
has shown it is keen to stay 
in the ruling camp. But the 



Japan's main opposition party Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party) head Ichiro Gzawa twists his face as he 
talks to reporters at the party’ election campaign head- 
quarters in Tokyo Monday. Mr. Ozawa conceded defeat 
for his group after Sunday's general elections (Reuter 
photo) 


Social Democrats, with 15 
in the lower house and a 
critical 32 in the upper 
house where the LDP is 
weak, remains noncommit- 
tal. 

While the LDP publicly 
courted the two minority 
parties, its lawmakers 
worked behind the scenes to 
lure defectors from the main 
opposition party, Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party), 
whose unity appeared in 
doubt after a disappointing 
poor election showing. 


“I believe the number of 
Shinshinto members that 
will cross over is in the dou- 
ble digits," senior LDP offi- 
cial Shizuka Karaei said in a 
televised interview. 

Shinshinto secured 156 
seats, four fewer than be- 
fore. 

The Yomiuii Shimbun 
daily newspaper reported 
that ten members of 
Shinshinto would meet in 
Tokyo Monday to formalise 
their plan to quit the party 
and work with the LDP. 


The rebels-in-waiting 
were led by Hiroshi Kujna- 
gai. a former trade minister 
and staunch critic of Shin- 
shinto head Ichiro Ozawa. 
Mr. Ozawa is under pres- 
sure to stand down after the 
disappointing poll showing. 

Analysts said the LDP 
could woo minority groups 
with limited clout of then- 
own to avoid having to 
make policy compromises 
with the Democratic Party, a 
52-seat group that demands 
drastic reform pledges 
before joining a coalition. 

“If he can pull together 
independents. Shinshinto 
rebels, and small groups, 
none of those would have 
enough strength to pull 
down the government," said 
John Neuffer, a political 
analyst at Mitsui Marine 
Research Institute. 

As Tokyo’s political dis- 
trict of Nagatacho returned 
to horse trading as usual. 
Japanese newspapers urged 
the LDP to accept its limited 
mandate humbly and 
blamed all major parties for 
a record-low turnout of just 
over 59 per cent. 

“The LDP should not get 
too full of itself," the liberal 
daily Asahi Shimbun said in 
an editorial comment. “Not 
only did it fail to win a 
majority under an electoral 
system that favoured the 
ruling party, it was overall 
political stability — rather 
than specific policies — 
that the voters chose." 

The messy outcome 
leaves many unanswered 
questions about economic 
policies as Japan, emerging 
from a lengthy slump, strug- 
gles to clear a path to future 
growth. 
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Aleman claims victory in Nicaragua poll 


MANAGUA (AFP) — 
Conservative coffee grower 
Araoldo Aleman appeared 
Monday to have defeated 
Sandinista leader Daniel 
Ortega in early tallies in 
Nicaragua's presidential 
vote. 

With six per cent of 
polling stations repotting, 
Mr. Ortega had 39 per cent 
of the ballot, according to 
figures read on nationwide 
television by Rosa Marina 
Zelaya, head of the supreme 
electoral council. 

And Mr. Aleman, 50, a 
former Managua mayor 
running in just his second 
election, had 4S per cent of 
the vote, electoral officials 
said Monday. 

Mr. Aleman claimed vic- 
tory a little after 4:30 a.m. 
(1030 GMT), in a brief 
speech to supporters aimed 
at welcoming the opposition 
into the liberal alliance. 

“I offer ray hand to 
Conservatives, Social De- 
mocrats, Sandinistas. Com- 
munists, to ail Nicara- 
guans," he said. “Nicara- 
guans are children of the 
same fatherland — Nica- 


Mr. Ortega's Sandinista 
Party had not conceded 
defeat when Mr. Aleman 
spoke. 

The next question is 
whether Mr. Aleman, if his 
victory is confirmed, can 
deliver on promises made to 
move to the center, or create 
jobs for the 53 per cent of 
Nicaraguans who are job- 
less or underemployed. 

Some of Mr. Ortega’s sup- 


porters feared violence if 
Mr. Aleman won because of 
his links to the Somoza Dy- 
nasty (1935-.1979), He has 
acknowledged belonging to 
a youth group allied with 
the family. 

And Mr. Aleman was 
jailed and lost property in • 
the expropriations of the 
1979-1990 Sandinista gov- 
ernment, then headed by 
Mr. Ortega. 

Mr. Aleman has taken a 
moderate tone in campaign 
speeches even as he has 
harshly criticized the Sandi- 
nistas for economic mis- 
management and a property 
grab before they left power 
in 1990. but he has also 
pledged that his administra- 
tion would not try to settle 
scores from the past 

Mr. Onega, also 50, also 
tried to move toward the 
center of Nicaragua's polar- 
ized political system, apolo- 
gizing for the excesses of 
the sandinista rule and 
pledging to do better if re- 
elected. 

Mr. Ortega's defeat is the 
second in as many votes. He 
was also defeated by com- 
promise candidate Violeta 
Chamorro in 1990, 11 years 
after the Sandinistas tossed 
out the Somozas and seized 
power. 

The mood at Mr. Ale- 
man's liberal alliance head- 
quarters was ebullient 
• Red banners hung down 
from the facade, which was 
festooned with huge bunch- 
es of red balloons. Red is 
the official color of the cam- 
paign. 

Supponers wearing red 



Liberal Alliance presidential candidate ArnoJdo 
Aleman casts his vote Sunday as Nicaragua’s second 
peaceful general elections got underway (Reuter photo) 



clothing of all types — or 
with red bumperstickers 
with Mr. Aleman’s name 
stuck ro their clothes — 
greeted friends and waited 
expectantly. The crowd 
cheered as a live Latin 
Oom-Pah band began play- 
ing. 

The election was a 
marathon, with poll workers 
arriving at their stations 
before seven Sunday, moni- 
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Former U-S. President Jimmy Carter observes work at a 
early Sunday before voting in this nations second peace 
place. Mr. Carter is in Nicaragua to observe the elections 


polling station in Managua 
time general election took 
(Reuter photo) 


toring voting that did not 
end until well after the 6 
p.m. (2400 GMT) official 
closing time. Then they 
laboriously counted each of 
six paper ballots by hand. 

Voters had two concerns 
in this election. 

The first was their pocket- 
book. President Chamorro 
was able to end a civil war 
that dominated Nicaragua in 
the 1980s but her victory 
over hyperinflation senr per 
capita income plunging. 
The Central American na- 
tion is the second poorest in 
the hemisphere after Haiti. 

In addition to choosing a 
president, voters elected a 
national assembly, represen- 
tatives to the Central Ame- 
rican parliament, mayors 
and town councils. 

Despite late starts, long 
lines, waits of six hours and 
uncertain supplies of ballot 
materials in the countryside 
appeared to be symptoms of 
inefficiency rather than of 
fraud, international obser- 
vers said. 

The Organisation of Ame- 
rican States characterised 
the problems as a “discom- 
fort 1 ' to voters, while the 
European Union said that 
Nicaraguans were “general- 
ly able” to exercise their 
right to vote. 
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Japan’s Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto is all smiles in front of an election cam- 
paign poster of himself at the Liberal Democratic Party headquarters in Tokyo before 
addressing a news conference Monday. Mr. Hashimoto said Monday that Japan's 
election results showed his party had not fully regained public confidence, but be 
pledged to stay at the helm in a new coalition following Sunday's general elections 
(Reuter photo) 

Almost quarter million Hutu 
refugees flee Zaire fighting 


KIGALI (R) — Almost a 
quarter million Rwandan 
and Burundian Hutu 
refugees have abandoned 
all their 12 camps around 
the Zairean town of Uvira. 
where the army is battling 
Tutsi rebels, a U.N. refugee 
agency spokesman said 
Monday. 

Paul StrombeTg, spokes- 
man for the Ll.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Rwanda, told 
Reuters some 221,000 re- 
fugees were on the move 
towards another eastern 
Zairean town, Bukavu, al- 
ready cut off from Uvira by 
the Banyamulenge Tutsi 
rebels. 

The Banyamulenge are 
ethnic Tursis who came to 
Zaire from Rwanda at the 
end of the 18th century. 

“The reports we are get- 
ting say all 12 refugee 
camps (in Uvira) are empty. 
Some 221,000 refugees are 
estimated to be moving 
northwards through the 
camp chain towards Buka- 
vu ” said Mr. Stromberg. 

He added: “The roads are 
blocked by rebels and all 
the villages are empty of 
civilians as well. Both civil- 
ians and refugees are mov- 
ing into the hills. There is 
continuing fighting around 
Bwegera. midway between 


Uvira and Bukavu." 

Aid sources said late 
Sunday heavy fighting was 
continuing in and around 
Uvira adding that between 
4,000 and 5.000 Zaireans 
had moved into the town 
from the south. Fighting 
was said to be going on in 
the town itself and in the 
region to the south. 

Earlier . Monday, the 
United Nations said it had 
started to evacuate humani- 
tarian staff from eastern 
Zaire, as battles between the 
Banyamulenge and the 
Zaire’s ragged army intensi- 
fied. 

United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
resident representative in 
Rwanda Omar Bakhet told 
Reuters the evacuation 
operation that began late 
Sunday had already moved 
20 humanitarian staff out of 
the war zone. 

Mr. Bakhet could not say 
if the operation, which was 
continuing, would involve 
non-U.N. staff. 

"The evacuation opera- 
tion to rake humanitarian 
staff out of Uvira has al- 
ready started, ft started last 
night. So far around 20 hu- 
manitarian staff have been 
evacuated," said Mr. Ba- 
khet. “The operation is con- 
tinuing." 


Aid workers said Banya- 
mulenge Tutsi rebels had 
cut the highway between 
the eastern Zaire provincial 
towns of Bukavu and Uvira. 

Mr. Bakhet said the world 
body was also evacuating 
staff from the city of Goma, 
unaffected by the fighting, 
but he could not give rea- 
sons. 

“We have also evacuated 
some staff from Goma into 
Gisenyi (Rwandan town)," 
he said. 

Humanitarian workers in 
Uvira itself said many peo- 
ple had been killed and 
wounded in renewed fight- 
ing between the Zairean 
military and Banyamulenge 
rebels north of the town. 

With the conflict looking 
likely to draw in the armies 
of neighbouring Rwanda 
and Burundi, both dominat- 
ed by Tutsis, the U.N. dis- 
patched envoy Ibrahim Fall 
to try and defose tension. 

Military sources said 
Saturday Zairean soldiers 
were being resupplied with 
heavy weapons to respond 
to attacks by ethnic Tutsis, 
whom Zaire says have been 
sent by neighbouring 
Rwanda via Burundi to 
destablise its eastern region. 


Plane crash kills 8 in Canada 


EEL RIVER CROSSING, New Brunswick 
(R) — Eight people returning from a hunt- 
ing trip were Sunday when their twin- 
engine plane crashed and burned in eastern 
Canada, police said. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police said 
the piper Nahavo was on its way to Bangor, 
Maine, from Anticosti Island in Quebec 
when it radioed the airport in Charlo, New 
Brunswick that it had mechanical problems. 

The plane was a few kilometres from 
Charlo Airport when it went down about 
noon (1500 GMT) near the village of Eel 
River Crossing. Police said they found no 
survivors when they arrived shortly after 
the crash. 

Police said the plane was owned by 
Telford Aviation in Waterville, Maine. The 


pilot was identified as Michael Burns, of 
Waterville. Company officials declined 
comment. 

The names of the seven passengers were 
not immediately released, but authorities 
said all were U.S. citizens and a spokesman 
of the Lowell, Massachusetts, police 
department said three were law enforce- 
ment officers in the city. 

The victims were returning from an elk 
hunting trip in Quebec, according to the 
RCMP. 

Witnesses told reporters that the plane 
narrowly missed several houses and burst 
into flames after it crashed in a field in this 
village not far from Chaleur Bay in north- 
ern New Brunswick. 


German foreign minister in China 


BEUING (AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister KJaus 
Kinkel arrived on a fence- 
mending visit to China 
Monday but pledged to dis- 
cuss specific dissident cases 
and human rights issues 
with his hosts. 

“I will talk about human 
rights issues in a very open 
way. but it should be with- 
out confrontations," Mr. 
Kinkel told journalists who 
accompanied him on the 
three-day visit to Beijing. 

“I hope I will get some 
results.” he added. 

Mr. Kinkel was originally 
scheduled to visit in July, 
but Beijing cancelled his 
trip after the German parlia- 
ment passed a resolution 
criticizing human rights in 
Tibet. Other German moves 
on human rights also an- 
noyed the Chinese govern- 
ment. 

The row was finally ended 
when Mr. Kinkel met his 
Chinese counterpart Qian 
Qichen in New York in 
September. 

“Qian Qichen and I have 
agreed to pursue, in a con- 
structive manner, dialogue 
on human rights questions," 


said Mr. Kinkel. 

“ft is important for our 
two countries to improve re- 
lations because China plays 
an important role in Asia, as 
Germany does in Europe." 
he added. 

“China is also on the way 
to becoming a world power. 
I hope we '‘will be able to 
build our relations with a 
view to the future." said the 
German minister. 

Both sides hope the trip 
will be more than an emer- 
gency repair exercise, as 
Germany’s President Ro- 
man Herzog is to boost ties 
further with an official visit 
to China in November. 

But Mr. Kinkel confirmed 
he would not change Ger- 
many’s stance on^humhn 
rights, in spite of the conci- 
liatory nature of the trip. 

European diplomats have 
privately expressed concern 
that such an approach could 
cause China to retaliate by 
starting the subversion trial 
of Chinese dissident Wang 
Dan during Mr. Kinkel's 
visit, 

Mr. Wang dan faces four 
charges of subversion be- 
cause of articles he wrote 


criticizing the Chinese gov- 
ernment and because he 
organized a self-help group 
for dissidents released from 
jail. 

"It is important for our 
two countries to improve 
relations because China 
.jplays an important role in 
Asia and Germany plays an 
important role in Europe,” 
Mr. kinkel told accompany- 
ing journalists. 

"China is on the verge of 
becoming a world power 
and I hope that our bilateral 
relations will be built up 
with a long term perspec- 
tive," he added. 

Both China and Germany 
have been working hard to 
improve relations frayed by 
the June standoff on Tibet 
and in addition to meeting 
with Qian Qichen, Mr 
Kinkel is scheduled to hold 
talks with President Jiang 
Zemin and Premier Li Peng 

Mr. Kinkel's visit “will be 
a step forward for Sino- 
German relations.'* foreign 
ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang told a media brief- 
ing last Thursday. 


Polynesians 
launch hunt for 
G! father 

PAPEETE (AFP) A 
group from the French ; 
Polynesian island of Bora 
Bora has launched a-search 
for missing GI fathers, half 
a century afar the island 
was turned into a World 
War II supply base by ^ 
forces. The Tunm 
Amae -Eisenhower Fooq- 
dation has been set up j 0 
locate the fathers of soine 
175 islanders, half a ccnta. 
ry after 5,000 U.S. Marios 
were stationed on Bora 
Bora, 280 kilometres 
northwest of Tahiti. The 
organiser. Louis Charles 
Tama, said the move was 
taken so that “we children 
of war may end the person, 
al mourning which lather 
unknown' on a birth Certifi- 
cate represents." The asso- 
ciation. which held its first 
meeting last week, may 
also hold talks with Ame- 
rican authorities on obtain- 
ing U.S. citizenship. Bet- 
ween December 1942 sou 
June 1946 Operation “Bob- 
cat" turned Bora Bora, into 
a support base for U.S, 
forces in the Pacific war. 
Some of the GIs’ Polyne- 
sian children are now 
grandparents themselves, 
and accept that contacts 
with their fathers may be 
limited even if they do 
trace them. Paul Maraeoro, 
52. only met his American 
father after the latter’s wife 
died, and then for a mere 
two hours. “He admitted to 
me that he had always been 
ashamed to admit to her 
that he had a Polynesian 
son," Mr. Maraeoro said. 

Joint legalisation 
push on U.K. 
cannabis 

LONDON (R) — Mick 
Marlow, imprisoned for 
writing a book on cultivat- 
ing marijuana, spent his 
first full day of freedom in 
a dilapidated London cine- 
ma lobbying for legislation 
of the drug. The “annual 
conference on cannabis” 
brought together enthusi- 
asts who ” smoked and 
inhaled throughout a day- 
celebrating cannabis and 
its many uses in industry, 
food, medicine and. of 
course, relaxation. Veggie 
burgers containing hemp 
seeds, clothing made of 
hemp and smoking para- 
phernalia were on sale. 
Marijuana seeds — legal as 
long as they aren't genni-. 
nated — were availably 
Cannabis possession re- 
mains illegal in Britain and 
growing it can attract hea- 
vy prison sentences. 

Grin and bear it: 
The teddy market 
is rallying 

NEW YORK (R) — The 
bear market has arrived and 
it's growing. Not stocks, 
but teddy bears, which 
impart a warm fuzzy feel- 
ing. especially if you have, 
a $170,000 Steiff original 
from 1904. At a Christie's 
London auction in 1994, a 
collector bid a record 
£110,000 (S 169,200) on 
behalf of toy manufacturer 
Yoshihiro Sekiguchi for ] 
teddy girl, a 20-inch (50 j 
cm) Steiff bear made in ] 
1904. That's a far cry from j 
the turn of the century, j 
when a 12-inch (30 cm) j 
teddy bear cost 2 5 cents- 1 0- i 
SI. 

Nudists protest.. 
Florida park stric- 
tures on sunbathing 

CANAVERAL NATION- 
AL SEASHORE, Florida 
(R) — Fifty years of clp*" 
tag-optional sunbathing st 
this national park is being 
threatened by a campaign 
that nudists say 
them as perverts and prosti- 
tutes. The park, 
Florida’s Atlantic coast jm* • 
north of the Keogh# 
Space Centre, has been ® 
favourite of nudists 80 ° 
naturists since the epd:? 
World War II. said I 
Cervasio. president j 
Central Florida NaflusB I 
Association. Round og^ J 
the court battle betwedp* J 
nudists and park . 

was won earlier 
by the park, and 1 

appeals court is expectspj 3 
rule soon on the nud&B I 
appeal. .'J3y. a 
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Chernomyrdin backs Chechenya peace process 


MOSCOW i AFP} — Rus- 
sian Prime Minisrer Viktor 
Chernomyrdin backed the 
Chechenya peace process 
Monday in the first meeting 
of the high-level Security 
Council since the ouster of 
Alexander Lebed as nation- 
al security chief. 

*’We do not need a war. we 
will hold talks and go fur- 
ther in this direction,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin was quoted 
as saying by Interfax News 
Agency. 

“It is a fragile, delicate job 
and cannot be done over- 


night." he added. 

However, he reiterated 
Moscow's stand that Che- 
chenya will not be allowed 
independence as the territo- 
rial “integrity of Russia is a 
matter beyond discussion.” 
Mr. Chernomyrdin also 
presented Gen. Lebed's rep- 
lacement as secretary of the 
National Security Council, 
Ivan Rybkin. to the power- 
ful Security Council but 
added that no introductions 
were necessary’ “as every- 
one already knows him.” ’ 
Mr. Rybkin, appointed 


Saturday to replace the ab- 
rasive maverick Lebed, sat 
on the Security Council dur- 
ing his two-year term as 
parliament speaker up to 
December 1995. 

He has also issued a pub- 
lic backing for the Chechen- 
ya peace process, which 
was launched by Gen. Le- 
bed in a breakthrough deal 
in August. 

Gen. Lebed was fired by 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Thursday for his 
abrasive style and insubor- 
dination after four months 


as security chief. 

The peace deal in Che- 
chenya stopped 21 months 
of fighting between the 
Russian Armed Forces and 
Chechen separatists, which 
killed an cstimuieJ 40.000 
people. 

Under the accord, elec- 
tions will be held in the 
shattered republic and the 
crucial question of Che- 
ehenya's political status will 
be frozen for up to five 
years, when the Chechens 
are to decide for them- 
selves. 


Rutskoi elected Kursk governor 


MOSCOW (AFPl — 
Former Russian rebel Vice- 
President Alexander Ruts- 
koi easily swept the race for 
the governor's chair in the 
Kursk region, the Interfax 
news agency reported early 
Monday. 

According to preliminary 
information released by re- 
gional officials. Gen. Ruts- 
koi garnered 434.900 votes 
or 78.9 per cent of the votes 
cast in the region Sunday. 

Gen. Rutskoi ‘s closest 
opponent was Vasily Shute- 
yev, the outgoing governor, 
who received just 98,524 
votes, 17.9 per cent of the 
total vote. 

The other two candidates. 
Vyacheslav Molokoyedov 
and Alexander Kureninov. 
each received the support of 
less than one per cent of the 
voters. 

Just over 551.000 people, 
or 54 per cent of the eligible 
voters in the region, partici- 
pated in the poll. 

Gen. Rutskoi ‘s victory- 
marks a hard-earned return 
to public office after an 
absence of more than three 
years. As governor, he auto- 
matically earns himself a 
seat in the federation coun- 
cil. the country's upper 
chamber of parliament. 

The former vice-president 
faced strong opposition 
from regional leaders who 
only allowed him to register 
for the vote after a court 
decision overturned an ear- 
lier ruling that prevented 
him from doing do. 

These same leaders then 
denied an appeal made by- 
Gen. Rutskoi to delay the 
election for a week to allow 
him enough time to run a 


proper campaign. 

Yet. in spite of having just 
36 hours to run his cam- 
paign. Gen. Rutskoi quickly 
earned the support of both 
the region’s voters and 
other candidates. 

Two Communist candi- 
utes dropped out of the race 
on the eve of the election in 
order to throw support 
behind their fellow leftist. 

A last-minute slur cam- 
paign launched against the 
Ukrainian-born Gen. Ruts- 
koi failed to turn the support 
of the region's voters. 

The Kursk region is gen- 
erally considered to be an 
integral pan of Russia's so- 
called “red belt” on which 
the Communist Party- and 
other leftist politicians can 
rely for major support. 

In the previous two elec- 
tions. the region’s electorate 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favor of Communist candi- 
dates. 

The newly-elected gover- 
nor was once an ardent sup- 
porter of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, but split with 
him because of concerns 
over his reform programs. 

Along with former parlia- 
mentary speaker Ruslan 
Khasbulatov, Gen. Rutskoi 
was arrested and spent sev- 
eral months in jail follow- 
ing 1 993's failed parliamen- 
tary revolt. 

A year ago Gen. Rutskoi ’s 
Deijava (great power) polit- 
ical bloc was denied regis- 
tration in elections for the 
state duraa. the lower house 
of the Russian parliament. 

A court overturned that 
decision as well, but Der- 
java failed to gamer enough 
support to earn a voice in 


the duma. 

ITAR-TASS news agency- 
reported that in other guber- 
natorial elections Vla- 
dimir Sergeyenkov, a 57- 
year-old deputy in the Du- 
ma. beat Gennady Shtin 
with 50.64 per cent of the 
vote in the second round of 
the poll in the Kirov region. 

In the Jewish autonomous 
region on the Mongolian 
border. 44-year-old Nikolai 
Volkov swept to victory 
with the support of 7 1 .6 per 
cent ol the electorate 
against manufacturer Sergei 
Leskov. 

Former rebel Vice-Presi- 
dent Alexander Rutskoi 
won the hotly contested 
race in the Kursk region ea- 
sily defeating incumbant 
Governor Vasily Shuteyev 
with 7S-9 per cent of the 
votes cast going to him. 

Preliminary results from 
the far east region of Sakha- 
lin suggested that incum- 
bent Igor Farkhutdinov had 
held on to his post over the 
other nine candidates for 
the post with about 40 per 
cent of the vote thus far. 

None of the seven candi- 
dates for governor in the 
Pskov region managed to 
gamer 50 per cent of the 
vote, meaning that run-off 
elections would have to be 
held. Interfax reported. 

In the second round cur- 
rent Governor Vladislav 
Tumanov will face duma 
deputy Yevgeny Mikhailov, 
a member of Vladimir Zhi- 
rinovsky’s Ultranationalisi 
Liberal Democrats. 

The two candidates res- 
pectively received 30.92 
and 22.7 per cent of the 
votes cast. 


Lithuania’s Landsbergis 
takes early lead in elections 


VILNIUS (R) — Lithuania's 
independence hero Vytaut&s 
Landsbergis looked set 
Monday to avenge a bitter 
defeat four years ago by ex- 
Communists as early results 
from parliamentary elections 
put his Homeland Union 
Party in front. 

With 48 of the 2.037 elec- 
toral districts counted- the 
Homeland union had 25.S3 
pier cent of the vote, the 
Christian Democrats 17.14 
and the Lithuanian Democ- 
ratic Labour Party iLDLPl of 
ex-Communists 13.06. 

The only other parties 
above the five per cent mark 
were die Social Democrats 
with S.37 and the Centre 
Union 5.02. 

Sunday's elections, the sec- 
ond Lithuania has held since 
it quit the former Soviet 

1 Tninn wprfi hit bV VOtCf apa- 


thy. 

Turnout figures showed 
Lithuanians had failed to get 
excited about the elections. 
With two hours of voting to 
go. just over 50 per cent of 
the electorate had turned out. 

Mr. Landsbergis spearhead- 
ed the Baltic state's indepen- 
dence drive from Moscow in 
a snuggle that helped bring 
down " the whole Soviet 
empire. 

But a shock reversal at elec- 
tions in 1992 saw voters 
dump Mr. Landsbergis as the 
economy collapsed and his 
party was riven by in-fight- 
ing. 

The Homeland Union has 
said it will work with the 
Christian Democrats, who 
stress traditional values in 
this Roman Catholic country. 

Mr. Landsbergis was quick 
to blame « uter apathy on four 


years of rule by the ex- 

Communists. 

"It indicates disappoint- 
ment with democratic inslitu- 
tions...it is the bad result of a 
bad job,” he told Lithuanian 
television. 

Sunday's vote was the first 
round of the elections, with a 
run-off set for Nov. 10. The 
first round will decide 70 of 
the 141 parliamentary seats 
under a proportional system 
and the second round the rest 
under a majority vote. 

Many Lithuanians say they 
have failed to notice big 
changes in their lives six 
years after the country left the 
former Soviet Union. 

Opponents have accused 
the LDLP of corruption and 
cronyism and Lhcy also say it 
has reneged on promises of 
easing the pain of economic 
reforms. 


Sri Lanka 
toll hits 19 
as Tigers 
mount fresh 
attack 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil guerrillas smashed an 
army outpost in Sri Lan- 
ka's east Monday and 
killed six soldiers as the 
navy and the air force des- 
troyed a key rebel base, 
leaving 13 dead, officials 
said. 

Gunmen of the Separatist 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) stormed the 
Mawadiwentmbu camp in 
the district of Batticaloa 
and escaped after killing 
six troopers and wounding 
two others, officials said. 

They said rhe daring day- 
time raid came as the 
troops carried out an air 
and sea attack against a 
coastal base of the Tigers 
further to the north of the 
country Sunday. 

At least four rebels and 
nine government sailors 
were killed in the battle at 
Chundikkulam area better 
known for a birds' sanctu- 
ary', defence sources said. 

.Air force planes bombed 
nearby rebel positions as 
the navy attacked a “Sea 
Tiger” base of the LTTE at 
the northern region of 
Chundikkulam Sunday, the 
sources said. 

However, the rebels hit 
back with rocket propelled 
grenades and destroyed 
two navy gun boats, killed 
nine sailors and wounded 
44 security personnel. 

The guerrillas lost a self- 
style lieutenant colonel, 
two majors and a captain 
when MI-24 helicopter 
gun ships strafed a large 
area and smashed dozens 
of small huts used by an 
estimated 100 guerrillas. 

“It was a well co-ordinat- 
ed attack and dozens of 
huts and other facilities of 
the Tigers were des- 
troyed," a defence source 
here said. Tigers fired ma- 
chine guns at helicopter 
gun ships but were unable 
to down any. 

The LTTE had used the 
base at Chundikkulam to 
crack navy ships travelling 
from the north-eastern port 
of Trincomalee to the nor- 
thern peninsula of Jaffna. 

The sudden military' ac- 
tion came less than a day 
after the Tigers raided a 
south-eastern Wildlife 
Park, torched a govern- 
ment bungalow and 
escaped with six vehicles. 


Dole attacks Democratic 
fundraising; Clinton stays mum 


WASHINGTON l'R) — 
With only 16 days before 
election day. Republican 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole Sunday stepped up his 
attacks on Democratic Party 
fundraising tactics and 
called for a ban on all cam- 
paign contributions from 
non-U.S. citizens. 

But President Bill 
Clinton, still leading Sen. 
Dole on all major polls, 
stayed mum on the issue, 
focusing instead on helping 
Democratic congressional 
candidates raise several mil- 
lion dollars to boost their 
prospects on Nov 5. 

Mr. Clinton began a four- 
day, five -state campaign 
trip designed to help De- 
mocrats win back the Re- 
publican-controlled Cong- 
ress ami boost his own 
reeleciion effort. 

In a tough speech at Dan- 
iel Webster College in Na- 
shua, New Hampshire. Sen. 
Dole said foreign interests 
were trying to buy White 
House access through big 
donations to the Democrats. 

He also took on the AFL- 
CIO labour union and its 
S35 million advertising 
campaign to elect Democ- 
rats to Congress, saying 
lawmakers should ban the 
use of compulsory union 
dues for political purposes. 

The Democratic National 
Committee (DNC) is under 


fire for accepting hundreds 
of thousands of* dollars in 
questionable campaign con- 
tributions from individuals 
with ties to the Lippo 
Group, an Indonesian real 
estate and banking con- 
glomerate. 

Senator John McCain, R- 
Arizona. called fora special 
prosecutor and an indepen- 
dent counsel to investigate 
the DNC fundraising flap, 
saying it raised questions on 
whether this influenced Mr. 
Clinton's policies toward 
the Suharto government. 

DNC officials Friday re- 
moved fundraiser John 
Huang. who formerly 
worked lor the Lippo 
Group, and asked the Fede- 
ral Election Commission to 
investigate charges about 
some of the donations he 
brought in. 

Republicans called on the 
Democrats to return 
S425.000 in contributions 
from an Indonesian couple 
with ties to the Lippo 
Group, Arief and Soraya 
Wiriadinata. as well as 
S 140.000 raised at a Bud- 
dhist temple in California. 
Arief Wiriadinata worked as 
a landscaper in Virginia. 

Mr. Clinton began his day 
by praying with Senate can- 
didate Bob Torricelli at the 
New Hope Baptist Church 
in Newark, New Jersey, and 
exhorting the mostly black 



President Bill Clinton waves to parishioners at the New 
Hope Baptist Church during a visit to Newark, New 
Jersey Sunday at the start of a four-day campaign 
swing. Mr. Clinton spoke about the need for a big 
turnout of African-American voters on election day 
(Reuter photo) 



Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole waves to 
news photographers as he braves high winds on the tar- 
mac at Washington. D.C.’s National Airport while 
heading off on a campaign trip to New Hampshire and 
Delaware Sunday (.Reuter photo) 


congregation to vote. 

After church. Mr. Clinton 
drummed up about 
SSOO.OOO in campaign con- 
tributions in Teaneck, New 
Jersey, for Mr. Torricelli, 
who is running ncck-and- 
neck with Republican Ri- 
chard Zimmer for the Se- 
nate seat vacated by retiring 
Democrat Bill Bradley. 

Mr Clinton was to attend 
four more fundraisers for 
Democratic candidates later 
Sunday in New York state, 
expected ro raise roughly S3 
million to $4 million, and at 
least one fundraiser each in 
Ohio. Michigan and Flori- 
da. 

The president has men- 
tioned the fundraising up- 
roar only once, saying only 
that he asked the DNC to 
review all donations and 
assure that they were appro- 
priate. 

But Mr. Clinton’s aides 
were busy Sunday trying to 
diffuse the crisis. White 
House Chief of Staff Leon 
Panetta denied any wrong- 
doing. dismissed the Re- 
publican attack as hypocrisy 
and said it was a negative 
lactic that would not help 
Sen. Dole. 

In New Hampshire. Sen. 


Dole said it elected he 
would create a bipartisan 
panel to recommend an 
overhaul of campaign 
finance reform laws. 

Mr. Clinton led Sen. Dole 
by S.3 per cent in the daily 
Reuters trucking poll of 900 
likely voters, getting 44.9 
per cent to Sen. Dole's 36.6 
per cent, and ended three 
days of gains by Sen. Dole. 

The poll was conducted 
by the John Zogby Group 
International " Thursday 
through Saturday and has a 
3.3 percentage point margin 
of error. 

Republicans want a broad 
probe into the foreign dona- 
tions. which House of Rep- 
resentatives Speaker Newt 
Gingrich calls “the largest 
scandal to affect the presi- 
dency in the history of the 
United States." 

Mr. Panetta told NBC- 
TV's Meet The Press pro- 
gramme the Republicans 
also accepted campaign 
contributions from foreign 
backers. Federal election 
laws allow foreign citizens 
who are residents of the 
United States to make polit- 
ical contributions even 
though they are not eligible 
to vote. 


S. Korean leader demands Pyongyang apology 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sum demanded a 
"clear apology” Monday 
from North Korea over the 
intrusion of a submarine last 
month. 

However, in a speech 
delivered by his prime min- 
ister to parliament. Mr. Kim 
appeared to take a softer 
line on the incident, making 
no mention of any reprisals 
and stressing that an offer of 
peace talks was still on the 
table. 

Mr. Kim has previously 
been quoted as saying the 
submarine intrusion could 
lead to "ajl-out war” and 
hinting it could scuttle 
South Korean aid to the 
hungry North and delay 
implementation of a nuclear 
agreement. 

"North Korea should con- 
fess. make a clear apology 
and promise not to make the 
same kind of provocation 
again.” he said in his speech 
to the national assemblv 


read by Prime Minister Lee 
Soo-Sung. 

The Shark-class subma- 
rine landed 26 North 
Koreans on an East Coast 
Beach Sept 18. Twenty-two 
have been killed and one 
captured. A hunt is on for 
three others. 

Far from apologising. 
North Korea has threatened 
to retaliate ”a hundredfold 
or a thousandfold" over the 
killings and has demanded 
the return of the bodies, the 
survivors and the subma- 
rine. 

"If they push us beyond 
our endurance, we will take 
stem steps under the Korea- 
U.S. joint defence posture." 
Mr. Kim's speech said. 

The U.S. maintains 
37,000 troops in South 
Korea to deter any North 
Korean military action. 

Mr. Kim urged Pyong- 
yang to respond to an offer 
he put forward with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton for 
four-party talks, including 


China, to replace an armis- 
tice that ended the 1950-53 
Korean war with a peace 
arrangement. 

"North Korea should 
wake up from its anachro- 
nistic illusion about unify- 
ing the country by force and 
make efforts to improve the 
livelihood of its people and 
cooperate towards national 
harmony." he said. 

He called the intrusion a 
provocation that had 
"betrayed our humanitarian 
efforts to help North Korea 
and our brotherly affection 
and the goodwill of the 
International Community." 

It showed North Korea's 
strategy to unify the Korean 
peninsula by force "has not 
changed at all.” 

Washington is concerned 
the incident could raise ten- 
sions between the two 
Koreas and threaten its 
1994 agreement with North 
Korea under which 
Pyongyang pledged to 
freeze its suspected nuclear 


weapons programme i 
return for two light-watc 
reactors from Seoul. 

Privately. South Korea 
officials say that there is n 
change in South Korea" 
support for the project, bi 
implementation will b 
delayed until Seoul believe 
it is safe to send a surve; 
team to the proposed reacto 
site. 

Seoul has delivered on al 
outstanding offers of aid ti 
North Korea and there is n< 
more in the pipeline, mak 
ing it hard to gauge its offi 
cial stance on assistance. 

Last week Kim sacked hi 
defence minister as part of ; 
sweeping reshuffle of thi 
military top brass after criti 
cism of security lapses tha 
allowed the submarine t< 
slip in unnoticed. 

Seoul has portrayed tin 
moves as an effort to tough 
en its defences agains 
North Korea, 


Burmese general urges people to crush traitors 


RANGOON (R) — One of 
Burma’s most powerful 
generals has urged patriot- 
ic Burmese to crush "axe- 
hand Jes” or traitors who 
are spreading western 
ideals throughout the 
country, official media 
reported Monday. 

"I would like to urge all 
those who love the nation 
to crush axe-handles who 
are acting to the liking of 
neo-colonialists and sprea- 
ding Western ideals for 
domination of Western 
culture." state-run media 
quoted military intelli- 
gence chief. Lieutenant 
General Khin Nyunt, as 
saying. 

Gen. Khin Nvunt, who is 


also secretary one of the 
ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), made the re- 
marks in a speech. 

Burmese officials have 
repeatedly called democ- 
racy leader and Nobel 
Peace laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi an “axe handle” 
and accused her of collud- 
ing with Western nations, 
especially the United 
States, ro create instability 
and unrest in the country'. 

“Neo-colonialism today 
has its way of breeding 
their cohorts in a country' 
they want to get under 
their influence and try to 
dominate it with their cul- 
tural ways." he said. 


“Today too, it is found 
that there are stooges and 
axe handles reared by neo- 
colonialisms trying to dim 
and obliterate Myanmar 
culture, traditions and cus- 
toms to enslave Myanmar 
people again, not only just 
to make the world look 
down on Myanmar.” he 
said. 

Myanmar is what the 
SLORC renamed Burma 
after it seized power in 
1988. 

Roadblocks manned by 
heavily-armed security 
police barring access to 
Ms. Suu Kyi's street re- 
mained in place Monday 
for the 10th consecutive 
dav. 


The government has said 
it set up the barricades to 
prevent unrest. 

The blockades, which 
were also in place from 
Sept. 26 to Oct. 8 to stop 
Suu Kyi's National 
League for Democracy 
Party (NLD) from holding 
a party congress in late 
September, prevented Suu 
Kyi from holding regular 
weekend speeches to sup- 
porters for the fourth 
weekend in a row. 

The government also 
arrested 573 democracy 
activists in late September 
but larer released them in 
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Redrawing framework defeats the purpose 

ON THE face of it, it might look difficult to under- 
stand what it was that France and French President 
Jacques Chirac did to incur such wrath from the 
Israeli government and body politic as to be accused 
of pursuing policies that border on anti-Semitism 
and supporting anti-Israeli terrorism. But given 
Israel's record of bombarding any European coun- 
try or leader that challenges its intransigent 
approach to the conflict in the Middle East, the 
antagonistic attitude that the Israelis have adopted 
towards Mr. Chirac and his country becomes less 
inexplicable. 

While in Damascus, the French president, who 
arrives here today, merely reasserted the principles 
upon which the Madrid peace process was launched. 
Is it possible that the terms he spelled out for 
advancing the peace effort instantly turned him into 
an enemy of the Jewish state, whose current govern- 
ment is the party that is continually trying to redraw 
the framework for Arab-Israeti negotiations? 

The criteria that President Chirac offered for pro- 
ceeding with the largely stalled talks are made of 
three principles. They are: the land-for-peace equa- 
tion; the right of the Palestinians to self-determina- 
tion, including the entitlement to establish an inde- 
pendent state; and the right of all peoples to peace. 
Does Israel in fact reject them? 

Israel may remember that the first guideline was 
fully endorsed by a previous Likud-led government 
and it was upon it that the Madrid conference was 
held in 1991. Israel may also recall that the second 
principle, the right to self-determination. Is not 
exactly a French invention. The charter of the U.N. 
and customary international law speak clearly of 
the right of all non-self-governing peoples to exer- 
cise self-determination, politically, economically, 
socially and culturally. 

The first Article in the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Israel 
ratified four years ago, states in no uncertain terms 
that “all peoples have the right to self-determina- 
tion.*' Paragraph 3 of the same provision stipulates 
that state parties to ICCPR ‘including those having 
responsibility for the administration of non-self- 
governing and trust territories shall promote the 
realisation of the right of self-determination." Does 
Israel need a reminder of this legal obligation by the 
French president? Is the Israeli team of negotiators 
with the Arab side cognizant of this lofty and legal 
commitment? Probably not Which might explain 
why Israel took more than 20 years to become a 
state party to ICCPR in the first place. 

The right to peace, on the other hand, stands a 
close second to the right of self-determination 
because without it there can be no respect for the 
right to life or the pursuit of prosperity and eco- 
nomic, social and cultural developments. That is 
why President Chirac saw fit to invoke this univer- 
sal right as well in conjunction with the right to self- 
determination. 

France has in fact already carved an important 
role for itself and the European Union (EU) by lay- 
ing down these fundamental concepts for continuing 
the peace process. Even without a formal participa- 
tion, France and Europe will continue to play this 
regardless of Israeli unjustifiable protestations. 

There is nothing in the French position that 
reflects any deviation from the international law 
and legitimacy to which Israel said it was committed 
when it entered into peace talks with the Arabs and 
thereafter. Israel may continue to resist European 
involvement in making and building peace in the 
region. But neither France nor Europe will give in to 
attempts by Israel to resist the tides of history, cul- 
ture and geography. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i warned the Palestinian negotiators against 
ceding anything to the Israelis and advised them to remain firm and 
cling to their position and demands for the Palestinian people's rights. 
Any weakness on the part of the Palestinian negotiators would open 
the door to compromise and relinquishing of rights, to the detriment 
of the Palestinians and their future, said Husni Ayesh. The writer said 
that the Palestinians are facing a greedy and ferocious enemy that is 
bent on blackmailing them, but steadfastness based on faith in their 
legitimate rights can help them achieve their national goals. Citing 
the example or Syria, the writer said that due largely to its steadfast 
and firm stand. Damascus has won the respect of enemy and friend 
alike. Syria did well in holding tight to its demand for a complete 
Israeli withdrawal for a complete peace, and by so doing the Syrians 
have won Washington's respect; by ceding nothing id IsraeL, they 
won the backing of the Arab masses. He warned that the Israelis are 
now trying to blackmail the Palestinians and exercising all forms of 
pressure on them, hoping to weaken their wifi and so they give way 
to Israel’s demands and accept humiliating agreements. 

THERE IS no difference between a rental car in the streets of 
Amman and a car bomb in the streets of Algeria or other parts of the 
world, as both terrorise pedestrians and innocent civilians and bring 
a tragic end to their lives, said Fakhri Kawar, a writer tor A1 Dustour. 
Teenagers who rent cars in Jordan have no regard to the life of pedes- 
trians and drive madly, killing or injuring women and children. Wi- 
ring other vehicles or causing damage to who- public or private prop- 
erty. said the writer. The rental car offices are not to blame since it is 
their business to offer cars for rent, but it is rather the fault of the gov- 
ernment and the licensing department, in particular, because they 
issue driving licences to teenagers who. more often than not prove to 
be irresponsible citizens who pose a serious threat to die society 
through reckless driving, acoording to the writer. Rental cars are 
meant for tourists who need them for their lours and not for irre- 
sponsible youths who abuse them, stressed the writer. He demanded 
that the concerned authorities introduce strict regulations and apply 
rules that can deter reckless actions. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


October 1994 and 1996 
learning from an odd sort of peace 
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TWO YEARS ago this week. Jordan and Israel signed 
their bilateral peace treaty and embarked on a promising, 
yet uncharted, new era of peace and cooperation. Where 
have we reached on that road, and how much of the 
promise and hope of October 1994 have been fulfilled? 
The good news is that the peace accord between Jordan 
and Israel is working — the bad news is that it is not work- 
ing very well. 

The most significant aspect of our bilateral Jordan-Israel 
peace is not how fast it was negotiated or how easily both 
sides reached agreement on the sectoral agreements that 
were negotiated after October 1994. This is no surprise, 
for, viewed through the clear and dispassionate lens of his- 
torical hindsight. Jordan and Israel have shared few real 
disagreements or existential threats — other than their 
common entanglement with the Palestinian issue. The 
really significant dimension of our bilateral peace is how 
routine it has become, and how easily both sides have 
absorbed the novelty of dealing with one another as we 
deal with any other state. 

The slow, quiet development of normal contacts and 
institutional relationships between Jordanians and Israelis 
is one of the great, untold stories of this peace process. It 
takes place in many sectors and at many levels, in com- 
merce, health care, tourism and industry, and even in the 
embarrassing and rising phenomenon of illegal Jordanian 
labour in Israel. Hebrew-language tourism guides on 
Jordanian sites are sold throughout our country. Jordanians 
travel daily to Israel for advanced medical treatments. 
Investors from both sides are regularly sealing deals for 
new joint ventures. What was once logisticaliy forbidden, 
politically treasonous and morally repulsive has become 
matter-of-fact to the point of inconsequence. But — not for 
all people. 

For alongside this pattern of mutually satisfying cooper- 
ation we have a parallel world of political resentment, 
fears and refusal to normalise relations. My telephone bills 
still do not have the word “Israel*’ printed on them. 
Merchants smile while selling tourist trinkets to Israelis, 
but when the Israelis are no longer there the same mer- 
chants complain about the stingy and arrogant manner of 
the Israelis: we like their money, but we don't like them, is 
the unspoken verdict. Our intellectual and moral market- 
place is flooded with tales about the wholesale, predatory 
meanness of Israeli tourists, more often simply referred to 
as al-yahood (“the Jews”) — how they steal things from 
hotels, do not buy Jordanian food or water, attempt to emo- 
tionally expropriate our tourist and holy sites as theirs and 
theirs alone, and plan to turn the Jordanian tourism indus- 
try into a one-day add-on to foreign tourists' week-long 
stays in Israel. How much of this is true or false does not 
really matter because much of it is believed by many 
Jordanians anyway. 

What is the meaning of this Jordanian double vision of 
Israelis, which simultaneously comprises cooperation and 
bitterness, warmth and revulsion,* hope and fear? Both 
views, are genuine, and widely held among Jordanians. 
Neither represents a freak, lunatic fringe. Which one 
reflects the majority view, and which is rising or falling 
among the population? Will our bilateral peace turn 
wanner and more mutually satisfying, or will it slowly 
stall and remain primarily as the second Arab monument 
— after the Egyptian-Israeli cold peace — to unrealistic 
expectations forged in an inhospitable and ultimately dev- 
astating environment of desperation, naivete and compul- 
sion? 

My assessment is that the political majority in Jordan, 
predominantly centrist in nature, is committed to making 
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the peace accord work: but it is not a silent majority. It has 
spoken loud and clear, in a new and troublesome language 
that political analysts are still learning to decipher — the 
language of cold and partial peace. The Jordanian majori- 
ty is saying clearly that it is prepared to live with a cold 
and partial peace, if this will make Israelis understand our 
sentiments and aspirations. 

The Jordanian majority understands and accepts the gov- 
ernment's argument that peace is good for Jordan in the 
long tun; it is a wise majority. It also appreciates that the 
gains of peace will take time to materialise: it is a patient 
majority. This same majority is also saying that Jordan's 
peace with Israel cannot be neatly isolated from the wider 
Arab and Middle Eastern context into which the indepen- 
dent states of Israel and Jordan both were bom earlier this 
century. Here's something very noteworthy: during the 
past year — that is, after the initial romanticism, 
voyeurism and star-gazing dimensions of our peace treaty 
with Israel wore off — the most dominant and powerful 
driving force of anti-normalisation sentiment in Jordan has 
been the majority's anger with Israel’s treatment of other 
Arabs, most notably Palestinians and Lebanese. Our wise, 
patient, once-silent, now-vocal majority is very concerned 
about the pan-Arab dimensions of 'the peace accord and of 
Jordan's identity and well-being. 

A combination of events during die last year — Israel’s 
military, economic and ideological violence against the 
Arabs, the advent of the< Neranyahu govTeramentV Wild 
West policies, and widespread Jordanian disappointment 
with the slow bilateral benefits of peace — has reposi- 
tioned the Jordanian majority within its natural political 
place among the Arab parties that engage Zionism and the 
state of Israel in an epic, historical battle. Israel's status 
within the wider Middle Eastern context today makes this 
very clean Egypt has been leading the anti-Israel diplo- 
matic campaign around the world, warfare continues to 
define the Israeli-Lebanese border, there is astounding talk 
of preparations for war on the Syrian-Israeli border, 
expanding Jewish settlements in Palestine give colonial- 


ism a new lease on life in the 20th century, Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations that nearly collapsed over Hebron 
bode ill for the much more difficult final status issues, the 
government and m ains tream political establishment in 
Jordan have strongly criticised Israeli government policies 
and many in Jordan have called for slower normalisation 
with Israel, and Qatar and others in the Arab World are 
reassessing the speed of their commercial contacts with 
Israel. I have not counted, but 1 would guess that more 
Arabs and Israelis have died in the three years since the 
Oslo and Jordan-Israel accords than died in the three years 
previous to them. If this is peace, it sure is an odd and vio- 
lent sort of peace. 

So what does this picture tell us? It tells us that the 
Zionist-Arab nationalist conflict that was conceived 100 
years ago and that caught fire in Palestine in the mid- 1930s 
remains valid and volatile, because the core clash between 
Jewish and Palestinian Arab identity and rights in Palestine 
remains unresolved. The only truly new dimension of this 
century-long war is that the Zionist-Arab battle no longer 
need be existential, that both Israeli and .Arab states, 
including a Palestinian state, can live together in peace and 
respect, if both sides enjoy equal rights. 

This is the real but as yet unrealised significance of the 
Jordanian and Egyptian peace treaties with Israel. The sig-. . 
itificance of the very mixed r feelings towards Israel in 
Jordan — two years after our peace with Israel was. wide- 
ly trumpeted as Warmer Than You've Ever Seen — is that 
Arabs everywhere place a high premium on a sense of jus- 
tice and mutual respect as the core elements of genuine 
conflict-resolution and future cooperation. Most 
Jordanians. like most Arabs, do not see a commitment to 
justice and mutual respect when they look at Israel today. 
They want to. but they do not see it. And so. two years on. 
the Jordanian majority presses on for peace and justice; it 
waits patiently, speaks clearly, and simultaneously 
embraces and curses the Israeli visitors in our midst. You 
can learn a lot in two years. 
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Demining the world — only a total ban will do 


By G wynne Dyer 

“THE MOVEMENT of 
countries on this issue is like 
a landslide." said Jody 
Williams, coordinator of the 
International Campaign to 
Ban Land Mines. “It's 
breathtaking." 

In the past few months, 40 
countries have declared their 
support for a total ban on 
anti-personnel mines — and 
63 countries, including all 
the major military powers 
except China, have shown up 
in Ottawa for a conference 
(October 3-5) to plan a glob- 
al ban on these cheap and 
very nasty weapons. 

It is one of the fastest turn- 
abouts in diplomatic history, 
for only last May an elabo- 
rately prepared United 
Nations conference to curb 
the use of land mines ended 
in almost complete failure. 
The “First Review 
Conference on Certain 
Conventional Weapons 
Which may be Deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious and 
Indiscriminate" (no, 1 didn't 
make it up) laboured mighti- 
ly in Vienna for months — 
and gave birth to the 
scrawniest mouse imagin- 
able. 

The negotiators agreed that 
everything would remain as 
it is for another nine years, 
except that all mines must 
contain at least eight 
grammes of metal to make 
diem detectable. After the 
year 2005, a new rule would 
permit countries to possess 
and deploy only “smart anti- 
personnel mines that auto- 
matically self-destruct or 
disarm within 30 days, with 
90 per cent certainty. 

“The impact which land 
mines are having, both on 
the civilian population and 
on the economy as a whole 
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appalling, so devastating, 
that a total ban on all anti- 
personnel mines is the only 
solution.” said U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, expressing his “deep 
disappointment" with the 
result. Most of the countries 
at the Vienna conference 
agreed — but under U.N. 
rules, only unanimously 
agreed changes get through. 

The final document was 
certainly an inadequate 
response to a global problem 
that kills or maims around 
500 people a week. Anti-per- 
sonnel mines are ultra-cheap 
(as little as $3 each), they are 
designed to cause horrible 
wounds that will over-stress 
the medical resources avail- 
able — and they do not 
notice when the war is fin- 
ished. They are lurking just 
beneath the soil in dozens of 
countries that have been vis- 
ited by war in the past few 
decades, and everywhere 
they go on killing long after 
the conflict has ended. At 
least a third of the people 
they kill and injure are 
women and children. Huge 
tracts of agricultural land 
remain abandoned for 
decades because of the dan- 
ger and the high cost (up to 
$1,000 per mine) of clearing 
them. 

Making a new rule that 90 
per cent of mines laid after 
2005 have to deactivate 
themselves after a month is 
hardly a useful way to 
address this ongoing calami- 
ty. As the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
observed, the conference's 
“woefully inadequate deci- 
sions will encourage the pro- 
duction, transfer and use of a 
new generation of (smart) 
mines...” and “are unlikely to 
significantly reduce the level 
of civilian land mine casual- 
ties/ 1 


But sometimes things have 
to get worse before they get 
better. A few countries, frus- 
trated by the way that the 
U.N.’s consensus rule let a 
small number of mine- 
exporting countries thwart 
the will of the majority at 
Vienna, decided to convene 
another conference outside 
the U.N. system. Canada, 
which has lost 34 soldiers 
killed or maimed by mines 
on U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions in the past five years, 
agreed to host it. And then 
the avalanche started. 

At first, only about a dozen 
countries were expected at 
the Ottawa meeting, but sud- 
denly the issue took off. Six 
NATO countries, including 
Germany, have now 
destroyed their stockpiles of 
anti-personnel mines or set 
deadlines for doing so. A 
group of 15 high-ranking 
former U.S. officers, includ- 
ing ex- Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman General David 
Jones, and Gulf war com- 
mander General Norm an 
Schwanzkopf, have called a 
total ban “not only humane, 
but also militarily responsi- 
ble.” 

And besides the 40 coun- 
tries openly committed to a 
ban, a further two dozen 
nations (including Russia) 
showed up at the Ottawa 
conference as observers. 
Many are clearly ready to 
board this ship if it ever 
leaves port But will it? 

The Canadian government 
is cautious. “The purpose is 
to get as many states as pos- 
sible to agree on the need to 
ban anti-personnel mines," 
said Department of Foreign 
Affairs spokesman John 
Bell, “and in the long-term, 
to achieve an agreement on 
early negotiations on a glob- 
al ban.” 

In other words, this is a 


meeting to prepare the 
ground for an eventual 
agreement on holding a con- 
ference where the issue is 
actually negotiated. A very 
slow-motion avalanche, you 
might say — but a signifi- 
cant one. nevertheless. 
Nothing ever gets done 
much faster than this in mul- 
tilateral negotiations, and the 
shift in international opinion 
in the past six months has 
been remarkable. 

If the tide continues to rise, 
it will carry along many 
countries that are still reluc- 
tant, for the domestic lobby- 
in favour of continued pro- 
duction and sale of anti-per- 
sonnel mines is not particu- 
larly rich or influential any- 
where. If governments thinks 
that opposing a ban will do 
them significant damage in 
world public opinion, they 
will cut their losses and 
change sides quite fast. 

The last time I got caughL 
in a minefield and had to 
walk out, in Lebanon in 
19S2. I happened lo be on 
camera. I thought I had 
stayed fairly cool about it, 
but looking at the film after- 
wards you could see how 
high my feet went with each 
step, and how reluctantly 
they came down again. 

I find it hard to imagine 
what it would be like to walk 
through a minefield every- 
day on the way to work — 
but that is what millions of 
people on this planet have to 
do everyday. And everyday 
another SO or 90 of them lose 
their limbs, their genitals, 
their sight, or their lives. It 
really is high time to stop 
making these “weapons.” 

A total ban is possible, and 
it could come in only a year 
or so if the present momen- 
tum is maintained. The 
Ottawa conference is a good 
«tan. 


LETTERS 

Enabling the disabled 
needs effort 

To the Editor: 

I SEIZE the opportunity of Mr. Marwan Attala's letter: . 
‘“All are equal under the law” (Oct. 19. 1996), regard- , 
ing our “disabled fellow citizens", to write in a linked, 
yet different, perspective. . .. 

Mr. Attala's concern, together with that of the,- 
Ministry of Social Development, merits serious consid- ' 
eration and recognition. 

Integrating the disabled in our society naturally 
demands much from many: private and public sectors ' 
and the legislation. 

To do so. it is needed to base one's efforts on concepts * 
like respect, implementation, evaluation of existing- 
facts and facilities, new measures and standards. 

A pertinent example of minor adjustments is the presr 
ence of certain traffic facilities in the Amman V 
Municipal area, with directional signs proudly desie-/' t' 
nating special access areas for the disabled. A *i 

Regretfully efforts at providing these facilities axef L' 
not compatible with the required standards. Some's^ 1 
access areas are remarkably uneven, open on one side* ' 
ku Th? ed ° n * e otb . er: m brief - Practically inaccessi-j $ 
_b o T ^, eir e ‘u ecu . tl0n sun Pty defeats their purpose. . -7 ' 
On the other hand, it would be worth clarifying the^ 
full concept and purpose of such facilities to our trafficW 
police who repeatedly use these special areas as park-JL 

mg lots for thetr motorcycles or patrol cars. P ''3L 

cSdSn frequently unattended police veM® 
nSnS d n * 1 8 h ? urs m special areas is ari-ftr 
a H' Araong ^ mafl y duties, the traffic poUceJfe 
L mnL?f l ? eCt e j a ? p ! es to 0 tilers. After ail, they arsJB 

■“ ° ur children “d ourSve®. 
The integration of the disabled in our society is a seriSI^ 

“f 51 ? a duty to be shouIdeS 
every one of us. y 

“ rious **» and earnest involve#" 
ment by all, such an integration can never be achiev^fc 
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Features/News 

Even in Japan, today’s 
cleanliness fads seem surprising 

By Braven Smillie 

The Associated Pre$s 

Tokyo --HisakoFuruia occasionally wears a gauze mask 
in public to avoid, as she puis it, ‘Tnconveniencine oth- 
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inconveniencing oth- 

The 20-year-old receptionist is noi timid about her 
looks. Like many Japanese, she just wants to make sure 
she does not sneeze anywhere near her fellow workers 
and subway commuters. 

*Tt looks rude to carelessly spread germs around ” she 
said. 

But even people accustomed to Japan’s age-old empha- 
sis on cleanliness are surprised by the fads it is generating 
now. ® 

Ever since a deadly food poisoning epidemic broke out 
across Japan in June, the demand for products such as 
sanitary saxophones and antiseptic bicycle grips has sky- 
rocketed. J 

‘’This latest wave of products is really surprising.” said 
Kyoko Yashiro, a well-known sociologist at Reitaku Uni- 
versity. 

For example, ’’laundering money” is no longer only a 
vice that banks dread — it’s a come-on they use to win 
over customers. 

Sanwa Bank's newest automatic teller machines not 
only count and press the bills they dispense, they also 
^ canirise them to ensure that nothing more than funds will 
tx: transferred to their hyper-hygienic clientele. 

■’It may not be crucial to public health, but our cus- 
tomers are definitely more comfortable using clean 
ATMs.” said Sanwa spokesman Hidehito Mori. 

Tokyo Mitsubishi Bank is taking the concept even fur- 
ther at its ‘'total anti -germ branch” in eastern Tokyo. 

Customers line up in front of automated teller machines 
with surfaces made of state-of-the-art plastics indelibly 
saturated with chemicals that resist bacteria and fungus. 

No other bank has gone that far, but most other major 
ones are now laminating their teller machine cards with 
the antibacterial plastic. 

Mitsubishi spokesman Kazutaka Umegaki said such 
banking is especially "popular with young female cus- 
tomers. many of whom say they do not want to touch 
things handled by middle-aged men." 

The obsession with cleanliness really took off during an 
epidemic of the ol57 strain of the e. Coli bacterium, 
which killed 1 1 people and sickened 1 0,000 in June and 
July. 

Despite an exhaustive government study, no one knows 
what food the bacteria was in when it first struck an ele- 
mentary school cafeteria in central Japan, then spread 
nationwide. 

\ The government quickly toughened its sanitary' stan- 
dards and inspections of everything from sushi shops and 
public school cafeterias to swimming pools and lavato- 
ries. 

During the epidemic, experts warned about dangerous 
bacteria in public bathrooms. That’s when the travel 
washlet. a refill able portable bidet the size of a paperback 
novel, emerged. 

The bathroom hardware maker Toto Ltd. says it has sold 
130.000 of the battery-powered bidets in the last year, 
four times what it had expected to. The items sell for SI SO 
apiece. 

Other big seller^ this summer were pencils, pens, sta- 
tionery! Bicycle ’ grips, musical instruments! arid 1 karaoke 
microphones — all made of antiseptic plastic. 

Japan has long valued cleanliness. 

Most shrines of the country’s indigenous religion, Shin- 
to, require a ritual washing of the hands and mouth before 
anyone can enter them. And no one ever enters a home 
without first taking their shoes off to avoid dirtying the 
floors. 

But the latest trends may be going a bit too far, says Ms. 
Yashiro. the sociologist. 

” Young people today think they can banish germs from 
their lives with a few gimmicks,” she said. ”Bur after you 
* use your antiseptic ATM, you still walk out the door into 
a world of germs.” 

Chirac urges Israel to accept 
Palestinian state, leave Golan 
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for under U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425. 

Mr. Chirac went on to 
repeat his demands for a 
greater European role in 
the peace process despite 
an explicit rejection of the 
idea by Mr. Netanyahu on 
Sunday. 

“As a friend to all sides, 
France can and must play 
its full pan in the region,” 
he said. “The same is true 
for Europe ... it must 
increasingly contribute to 
the peace process.” 

In his speech, the French 
president dropped, howev- 
er, a call for Europe to be 
made 3 “co-sponsor” of the 
ipeace process which had 
been included in an 
advance copy of the 
address distributed to 
reporters. 

Mr. Chirac accompanied 
his appeals with a warning 
that a continuation of the 
deadlock which has 
gripped the peace process 
since Mr. Netanyahu came 
to power in June will lead 
lo conflict. 

“If a fair, just and lasting 
peace is not assured for all 
the peoples of the Middle 
East, let us be under no 
illusion, violence and ter- 
rorism will return,’’ he said. 

"The absence of move- 
ment exacerbates frustra- 
tions and bitterness, soon- 
er or later they explode,” he 
said. 

Mr. Chirac also called on 
Mr. Netanyahu to negotiate 
‘■i the future of Jerusalem as 
required by the 01 so peace 
accords. 

Mr. Chirac was due to 
hold talks Tuesday with Mr. 
Netanyahu before visiting 
the Israeli parliament. 


where several leading gov- 
ernment deputies have 

said they would boycott the 
French leader. 

He is scheduled to meet 
Yasser Arafat on Wednes- 
day in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah. where he will 
become the first foreign 
leader to address the 

elected Palestinian legisla- 
tive council. 

Mr. Chirac is due to trav- 
el on late Wednesday to 
Jordan and also visit 
Lebanon and Egypt. 

Mr. Chirac sent a mes- 
sage to the top Palestinian 
official in Arab Jerusalem 
pledging French support in 
resisting Israeli attempts to 
change the status of 
Jerusalem prior to negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace 
settlement. 

“The solution to the 
Jerusalem issue cannot be 
strictly religious or nation- 
al,” Mr. Chirac said in the 
message sent to Faisal Hus- 
seini to coincide with the 
French leader’s arrival in 
Israel. 

"Any notion of sover- 
eignty must be arranged in 
the framework of a signed 
compromise as foreseen in 
the Oslo accords,” Mr. 
Chirac said in the letter. 

“Pending agreement on 
the final status (of the 
Palestinian areas), France 
refuses any fait accompli, 
any change in the status 
quo" in Jerusalem', he said. 

Mr. Chirac sent his mes- 
sage to Mr. Husseini via a 
junior health minister, 
Herve Gaymard, who visit- 
ed the unofficial Palestine 

Liberation Organisation 

(PLO) office in Jerusalem, 
the Orient House, in place 
of French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charcite. 


‘Peace is hard work, but the joys 
and rewards are immeasurable’ 


HER MAJESTY Queen 
Near Sunday became the 
first Arab recipient of the 
Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill 
Award which was launched 
in 1987 to “ honour individ- 
uals who have dedicated 
their lives to humanitarian 
issues, service to society 
and international peace. " 

Following are excepts of 
Queen N oar’s speech at the 
award ceremony in New 
York: 

It is a privilege to be here 
today at the prestigious and 
dynamic Val-Kill Centre in 
the company of such distin- 
guished honourees gathered 
to receive tribute not so 
much as individuals as on 
behalf of the cause that we 
all so fervently support... 

Peace is not something 
that can be achieved simply 
by the stroke of a pen. It is 
more like a new-bom child, 
whose birth is celebrated, 
but who must then be care- 
fully nurtured to grow and 
develop. That careful nur- 
turing can be the hardest 
work of all. 

Peace is work... peace can 
be harder work than war. 
War, once people are 
caught in its grip, can per- 
petuate itself. To pursue 
peace in the face of enmity 



and hatred is the work of 
building, rather than tearing 
down — of building trust, 
bridges between cultures, 
and shared commitment to 
a common future... 


The other honourees here 
today know much about the 
work of peace at the place 
where it must start — at the 
grassroots level. A world in 
which peace is valued can- 


not be imposed from above. 
It must be built from the 
ground up, brick by brick, 
or even blade of grass by 
blade of grass... 

For us in Jordan, peace 
has been an elusive but pre- 
cious goal for over half a 
century. King Hussein's 
dreams of peace have beeo 
a driving force for him and 
those around him since he 
assumed the throne as a 
young man still in bis late 
teens. 1 shared his dreams 
and, since my marriage, I 
have worked to comple- 
ment his efforts to foster the 
kind of environment that 
will nurture peace. I have 
worked where 1 believe 
work should start, at the 
grassroots, abroad and at 
home. 

Some of those efforts 
have been international and 
multi-cultural in focus, to 
defeat persistem stereo- 
types and misconceptions 
about Arab and Islamic 
society and culture, to pro- 
vide opportunities for peo- 
ple to learn about each 
other — to open their 
minds, and to promote the 
mutual tolerance and 
understanding that makes 
peace possible... 

Our other efforts are more 
local — through economic. 


educational and social pro- 
jects in Jordan designed to 
give people an investment 
in peace. Although people 
at war often claim they are 
fighting to preserve some- 
thing, the most pernicious 
wars persist where people 
have nothing left to lose. To 
build peace, people must 
have not something worth 
fighting for, but something 
to make it worth ending the 
fighting... 

Our programmes focus 
especially on women, 
because the empowerment 
of women is the fastest and 
most effective route to 
development. Women are 
the members of our society 
most naturally committed 
to the pursuit of peace and 
reconciliation, in the hope 
of providing their children 
.with a secure future. 

We believe that the social 
and economic empower- 
ment our projects achieve 
contributes to national 
cohesion and stability, and 
to international competi- 
tiveness, not in terms of 
conflict, but of mutually 
beneficial progress. 

As my husband said in his 
address to the joint session 
of the United States Con- 
gress in July 1994, “it 
should never be forgotten 


that peace resides ultimate- 
ly not in the hands ot gov- 
ernments. but in the hands 
of the people, for unless 
peace can be made real lo 
the men, women and chil- 
dren of the Middle East, the 
be.*,t efforts of negotiator* 
will come to nought.” 

This is the message we 
want to send to tho.se in our 
region, particularly in 
Israel, who veam for peace. 
We must hold fast io hope, 
and continue our quest in 
spite of discouraging set- 
backs. We must mobilise 
the forces f<.«r pe:»c>* 
Israel, in the Arab World, in 
the United Stales ur.d 
throughout the world to 
influence decision makers 
to choose genuine securit> 
over territorial ambition, 
humanity over inhumanity, 
hope over despair, develop- 
ment over stagnation and 
peaceful reconciliation over 
wasteful confrontation. 

Peace is hard work, but in 
spile of that hard work, or 
perhaps more because of it. 
nothing is more valuable. 
Just as in raising that new- 
born child, in spite of the 
worries and the frustrations 
and the sacrifices, we will 
find the joys and rewards 
are immeasurable. 


NO temporary laws ahead Jordanian Parliament welcomes French president 
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issue before moving ahead. 

One official told the Jor- 
dan Times: 

"There is a pressing need 
for several new laws and 
amendments to existing 
ones if Jordan is to press 
ahead in its quest to liber- 
alise the economy and 
attract investment. . both 
local and foreign. . 

■ “Those daws and amend- 
ments simply cannot wait 
until Parliament debates 
and approves them after 
amendments if necessary,” 
added the official. “The 
government is in touch with 
Parliament and consulta- 
tions are continuing with a 
view to reaching agreement 
with the legislature to enact 
those laws as temporary 
laws.” 

If nothing else, said the 
official, “the government 
would like to have the draft 
law on customs in place 
before the Cairo summit.” 

The government’s anxiety 
to secure the legislature’s 
agreement to enacting the 


proposed temporary law is 
in line with its promise and 
commitment to closely 
cooperate- with the elected 
representatives of the peo- 
ple. 

At the same time, the 
executive authority also 
wants to avoid further fric- 
tion ‘ with Parliament and 
given any undue reason to 
fuel opposition deputies’ 
contentions that the legis- 
lature is being left out of 
key decisions. 

The new laws on compa- 
nies and customs incorpo- 
rate major changes in the 
existing systems of regis- 
tration of companies and 
incentives and facilities 
offered to investment and 
make the Kingdom’s legis- 
lation more compatible 
with the direct and indirect 
requirements of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

Despite what many 
describe as the coldness of 
the Cairo summit resulting 
from the stagnation in the 
peace process, the private 
sector is hoping to make 
some progress in efforts for 


joint ventures with foreign 
and Arab partners at the 
conference. 

Officials confirmed that 
several other draft laws and 
amendments were ready 
after approval by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. In addition 
the draft bills on companies 
and customs, these include 
a law on the stock exchange 
and securities and another 
on “competition” (ami-trust 
or anti-monopoly). 

According to independent 
experts, the draft laws, as 
and when enacted, mean 
significantly positive 
changes to the investment 
climate in Jordan. 

“But one has to bear in 
mind that many countries 
are enacting similar laws 
with an eye on foreign cap- 
ital,” noted an expert "As 
such Jordan has to keep one 
step ahead by moving fast 
and also incorporating 
more incentives to capital 
than others. That is where 
Jordan’s success ties.” 

Tareq Momani contributed 
to this report 
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security in the Middle East. 

A similar welcome state- 
ments were issued Monday 
by the Popular Unionist 
Yaqaza and Ansar political 
parlies which said France 
adopts a just policy which 
would promote peace and 
justice. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament on Sunday issued a 
statement welcoming the 
French president and. his 
plans to deliver an address 
to Parliament during his 
visit. 

The House praised 
France’s stance vis-a-vis 
the Arab and regional 
issues and expressed hope 
that France will stimulate 
European Union countries' 
effective action to help 
reestablish peace. 

The French ambassador 


said France highly values 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's participation in seri- 
ous efforts for peace and his 
participation in the Wash- 
ington summit meeting 
early this month. 

He said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. that President 
Chirac’s visit which starts 
Wednesday, will boost 
efforts to restore peace. 

France was keen on pro- 
tecting the- gains., .far 
achieved in the peace 
process and on enabling the 
region to enjoy a compre- 
hensive peace, Mr. Bajolet 
said. Mr. Chirac’s visit to 
the region as a whole 
reflects the desire on the 
pan of Paris and the Euro- 
pean nations to contribute 
to peace based on justice, 
be said. 

Jordan and France, the 


ambassador said. are linked 
by cultural, military and 
economic agreements not- 
ing that France has during 
1996 provided aid to Jordan 
estimated at $80 million 
and was planning further 
aid and investments to pro- 
mote development 

schemes. 

Jerusalem. Mr. Bajolet 
said, should remain open to 
ihe followers of the three 
monotheistic religions 
adding that France has - his- 
toric responsibilities 
towards Jerusalem as pro- 
vided for in international 
agreements stressing that 
Paris will continue to 
shoulder these responsibili- 
ties. He said that Europe 
does not seek to substitute 
the U.S. or to play its role 
in the region but rather to 
support that role. 


Ross returns to U.S. without deal 


Afghan talks end without 
agreement on ceasefire 
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Mr. Babar ended without 
finalising a ceasefire agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Muttaqi said Gen. 
Dostum was representing 
Mr. Masood in ongoing 
peace negotiations in 
Mazar-e-Sharif and Kanda- 
har, but said he did nor 
know whether Gen. Dos- 
tum was fighting the Tale- 
ban alongside Mr. Masood 
on the battlefield. 

“It seems that Dostum is 
representing Masood (in 
negotiations). If the cease- 
fire is agreed upon with 
Dostum, it is therefore 
applicable to ail the fronts,” 


he said. 

But the Taleban minister 
was careful to avoid direct- 
ly accusing Gen. Dostum of 
militarily backing Mr. 
Masood’s forces in their bid 
to recapture the battered 
Afghan capital. 

‘T don’t have information 
whether Dostum has 
backed Mr. Masood in 
these operations because I 
was not in the area. We are, 
however, determined to 
defend ourselves against 
any fighting,” he said. 

The Taleban spokesman 
denied reports that fighting 
against Mr. Masood’s 
advancing forces had got 
within 20 kilometres of 
Kabul, saying the frontline 


was near the village of 
Kalakan, 30 kilometres 
from the capital. 

Correspondents, howev- 
er, saw clear front tines in 
the town of Hussain Kot, 
just 20 kilometres from 
Kabul, where intensive 
heavy weapons exchanges 
were taking place. 

Mr. Muttaqi confirmed 
for the first time that 
Bagram air base, which the 
Taleban had held since 
Kabul fell to them on Sep- 
tember 27, had been recap- 
tured by Mr. Masood 
troops. 

“Our forces now control 
the high ground five kilo- 
metres south of the air 
base,” he said. 


Kurds continue to battle 
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and other vehicles. Shells 
fired by PUK forces 
defending the dam explod- 
ed 100 metres behind 
them. 

Sulaimaniyeh is the last 
major city in northern Iraq 
held by the PUK. 

The KDP claims to have 
captured both Qala-Diza 
and Dukan but the PUK 
has denied this and U.N. 
officials said it appeared 
the KDP had not gained 
control of the towns. 


"There is still fighting in 
those areas.” said one U.N. 
official. 

The KDP said Sunday 
that Sulaimaniyeh, which 
it captured a first time on 
Sept, 9, would fall within 
48 hours. 

In Tehran, A bass- A li 
Haj-Ali, director of the 
refugee department for 
Iran’s Kurdistan province, 
told the official 1RNA 
news agency that some 
7.D0O Kurdish refugees 
crossed into Iran on Sun- 
day. 

He said 5.1X10 refugees 


had been placed in the 
Seiran-Band border camp 
and 2,000 in a camp at 
Bashmagh. taking the total 
number of Kurds in the 
two camps to 52.000. 

Wolde Am mar. 

spokesman for the U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator 
in Baghdad, said families 
had tied the town of 
Ranya. which the KDP 
captured Saturday. Qaiu 
Diza and even Sulaiy- 
maniyeh. 

"People are panicking." 
he said without giving 
number of refugees. 
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and Palestinian negotiators 
were due to pursue talks 
later in the day, after the 
two sides postponed indefi- 
nitely full-scale talks that 
were to have resumed Mon- 
day in the Israeli and 
Egyptian Red Sea resorts 
of Eilat and Taba, officials 
said. 

Mr. Ross has been in the 
thick of the tough negotia- 
tions since they were 
launched on Oct. 6. bro- 
kered by the United States 
in a bid to rescue the 
peace process in the wake 
of an outburst of Israeli- 
Palestinian violence last 
month which left more than 
SO dead. : 

It has been the most direct 
U.S. intervention in the 
two sides* negotiations 
ever, with Mr. Ross criss- 
crossing Israel and the 
Palestinian territories at an 
exhausting pace and engag- 
ing in sometimes stormy 
talks lasting deep into the 
night. 

But the two sides have 
been unable to seal an 
agreement on Israel’s 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
due to have occurred seven 
months ago,' and other 
issues left unimplemented 
from the 1995 Oslo interim 
self-rule accords. 

“We had hoped we would 
finalize on some things. 
But that didn’t materi- 
alise," Mr. Ross acknowl- 
edged. 

"You always hope to 
reach agreements as soon 
as possible.” he said. But 
in the wake of September’s 
violence, “what was most 
important was to get (the 
[wo cities) launched in a 
serious engagement in a 
.positive atmosphere.” 

“It is I.iir m >uv thai 


progress has been made, 
more in security than in 
civil affairs" concerning 
the Hebron pullout, he said. 

Mr. Ross said both sides 
had decided not to return to 
Taba and Eilat where they 
met last week because they 
“felt that it is just as 
important to stay for inten- 
sive negotiations” in small- 
er working groups which 
uiet on Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Ross has previously- 
urged the two sides to stick 
to the smaller working 
groups, which he feels 
more likely than full- 
fledged delegation* to 
make headway un dosing 
die gaps between the tw o 
sides. 

The israeli army said the 
committee on security 
aspects ot the Hebron 
pullout plan would meet 
"until those issues are 
resolved.” 

Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour told journal- 
ists that committee meet- 
ings late Sunday night “did 
not produce any progress. 
Israel continues to reopen 
the signed agreements and 
we completely refiise 
that.” 

An Israeli official blamed 
Mr. Arafat for failing to 
Wrap up the agreement, 
saying he was apparently 
waiting until after the U.S. 
election next month 
because he believed Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton would 
take a more active role. 

“It’s obvious that things 
are not moving." said 
David Bar- Ulan, media 
adviser io Mr. Netanyahu. 
■’Ninety per cent of the 
issues have been resolved 
and the remaining 10 per 
cent are not crucial and 
could be wrapped up in a 
matter of hours." 


Israel maintained Pales- 
tinians were trying to add 
other issues to the talks. 
These included prisoner 
releases and the opening of 
a Palestinian airport in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Saeb Erekar. the Palestin- 
ian chief negotiafor, said: 
"Major gaps are still there. 
There is no progress at all.’* 
Mr. Erekat was indirectly 
critical of the U.S. envoy 
for being over-npiimisric. 

“Mr. Ross has been talk- 
ing about progress since the 
first day he got here. Maybe 
in his way Mr. ^ see-; 
progress, but in our way we 
do not see any progress,’* 
Mr. Erekat told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Speaking on Israel Radio 
in Arabic. M. A.v.f&t 
denied allegauons tij: U j,e 
was trying to stall an agree- 
ment on Hebron until afie r ‘ 
the U.S. elections. 

“This is not true at all." 
Mr. Arafat said. "You 
know 1 have no upper hand 
in ihe United States. You 
have the big influence 
there, before election* and 
after elections. This claim 
is unacceptable.” 

The official Palestinian 
news agency WAFA said 
the Palestinian leader 
would visit President Hafez 
Assad in Svria % beforc fin- 
ishing an agreement on 
Hebron, which had been 
expected to be wrapped up 
last week. ‘ 

Mr. Arafat has reportedly 
also sought to broaden 
European involvement in 
the negotiations. French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
who began a two-day visit 
to Israel, was expected to 
propose a European envoy 
be appointed to help Israeli- 
Pnlestiniun talks get back 
on track. 



8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 22, 1996 




. -* ... 


e\ * 

- .> 

7 - - . - 

-.- r • • r.~- ... 


Premier chairs JIC board meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti Monday chaired a 
board meeting at the Jordan Investment 
Corporation (JIC) to review the develop- 
ments in the process of privatising public 
institutions. 

The prime minister reaffirmed govern- 
ment plans to divest part of its equity in 
the Jordan Cement Factories Company 
and discussed plans for exploiting Dead 
Sea minerals. Mr. Kabariti emphasised the 
importance of cooperation between the 
JIC and the Social Security Corporation 


(SSC) in constructing buildings to be 
rented by government departments. JIC 
Director Mohammad Bataineh confirmed 
that the corporation was conducting a fea- 
sibility study on inviting foreign invest- 
ments to promote the Ma'in Health Spa. 

Present at the meeting were also the 
ministers of planning, finance, industry 
and trade in addition to the governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan along with the 
directors of the Budget Department, and 
the director of the Industrial Development 
Bank. 


Lack of jobs main factor in 
emigration, conference finds 


PALMA DE MAJORCA, 
Spain (AFP) — Chronic 
and massive unemployment 
and under-employment on 
the southern and eastern 
shores of the Mediterranean 
will constitute a “reservoir 
of emigration” for years to 
come, a Council of Europe 
Conference has found. 

The view was shared by 
almost all the experts pre- 
sent at the conference on 
population, migration and 
development in the 
mediterranean region. 

Jobs were “a crucial” fac- 
tor around the Mediter- 
ranean: Arab countries and 
Turkey had entered a transi- 
tion phase with fewer births 
and increased life- 
expectancy. For them, the 
problem is no longer popu- 
lation growth but what to 
do with young people who 
had reached working age. 

South of the Mediter- 
ranean, “economic growth 
is not enough to satisfy 
population growth,” said 
French economist Georges 
Corra. He said that because 


of lack of investments and 
“historical handicaps” the 
region had “missed” its 
technological evolution. 

Arab countries and 
Turkey today have 10 mil- 
lion registered unemployed, 
not including those in part- 
time work or informal jobs, 
said Nader Fergany. direc- 
tor of the Cairo Research 
and Training Centre. 

He said there was “a high 
accumulation of human 
capital” deprived of any 
protection against unem- 
ployment and which result- 
ed in a “waste of human 
potential.” 

“This crisis, is going to 
deepen and .will create a 
higher potential for emigra- 
tion” he said. 

He said those out of work 
were “young people, gradu- 
ates. a group very well dis- 
posed to emigrate " 

In North Africa, the work- 
force is expected to swell 
by 750,000 people a yean 

350.000 in Algeria, 

300.000 in Morocco, 

100.000 in Tunisia up to 


2000. said Mohammad 
Khachani. a researcher in 
Rabat. 

Abdul Latif FadlouUah of 
Rabat University said the 
influx of unemployed grad- 
uates in the cities, coincid- 
ed with a fall in earnings 
from tourism and official 
efforts to stamp out contra- 
band-linked jobs. All this 
served to “swell the emi- 
gration reservoir.” 

For decades, developing 
countries encouraged their 
workers to emigrate to 
relieve social pressures and 
provide a source of foreign 
exchange. But researchers 
said the situation had 
reached the point where it 
was no longer possible to 
“hide the need for funda- 
mental change” and social 
reforms. 

A report published during 
the conference called for 
the creation of “one million 
jobs a year” in North Africa 
in order to partially absorb 
the surplus workers. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Word of woe 
5 Unconscious 
states 

10 Sonnet, e.g. 

14 Wfle 

15 Papal vestment 

16 — Minor 

17 Most recent 

18 Stratum 

19 Shakespearean 
king 

20 Exceed in sales 
volume 

22 Betray 

24 Redding or 
Birdsong 

25 Classical start 

26 Good name 
29 Vilifies 

34 Maternally 
related 

35 Prod 

36 Lanky 

37 Calendar abbr. 

38 Fad 

39 Fluffy scarf 

40 Musketeer 
group 

42 Skin 

43 Sudsy 
45 Safety 

47 Synthetic gems 

48 Cruise 

49 Go different 
ways 

50 Go beyond 
54 Go on a date 

58 Gratis 

59 Incfan prince 

61 Forearm bone 

62 — a kick out." 

63 Chameleon kin 

64 Island resort 

65 D’Urberville girl 

66 Curtails 

67 Author Anita 

DOWN 

1 Woody's boy . 

2 Lanai blast 

3 AdJ. 

4 Sallies forth 

5 Shepherd dog 

6 Certain 
examinations 

7 Merry month 

8 Pub suds 
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126 127 |28 


131 132 1 33 
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150 1 51 1 52 




1 55 156 157 
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by Roger Jurgov&i 


9 Love song 

10 Abandon 

11 Cookie 

12 Son of Isaac 

13 Shopping place 
21 Cigar end 

23 Preceded 

26 Depends 

27 Accustom to 
hardship 

28 Uproariously 
funny one 

29 Sycophant 

30 Demolish 

31 Conspiratorial 
group 

32 Wed secretly 

33 Murders 
35 Pluck 
38 Illusions 
41 Beginnings 
43 Tender 
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41 Beginnings 47 Uses a tub 

43 Tender 49 Sacred song 

44 Attract a larger 50 “What — T 

audience 51 Yen 

46 Molder 52 Driving aids 


53 Gasp 

55 Potpourri 

56 Take apart 

57 N.M. resort 
60 Gl — 


Expert outlines pressing needs 
for Jordanian banking sector 


By P.V.Vivekaiiand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - There is no real 
problem of liquidity in the 
Jordanian banking sector, 
but there is a pressing need 
to upgrade the quality of ser- 
vices and system of transac- 
tions as well as to adopt new 
instruments that are pre- 
vailent in the international 
capital markets, a senior 
banking expert said Mon- 
day. 

Adib Haddad, head of the 
Institute of Banking Studies, 
was speaking on the fringes 
of a three-day seminar on 
capital markets and the 
experience of Europe and 
the U.S. with a view to 
examining how the Jordan- 
ian banking system could 
benefit from that experi- 
ence. 

“I don’t think there is any 
real liquidity problem in the 
Jordanian banking sector.” 
said Dr. Haddad. “Some of 
the smaller banks may not 
be able to meet all the 
I requirements of their clients, 
but. by and Iaige. all the big 
banks have enough liquidity 
to meet the market's needs,” 
he told the Jordan Times. 

“But Jordanian banks are 
lagging far behind in adopt- 
ing new technologies and 
new banking instruments . 
that are dominant in the 
international markets " help- 
ing the cross-border flow of 
capital. Dr. Haddad said. 

Unless Jordanian banks 
adapt themselves to the 
changing environment in 
international banking, they 
will be left behind, unable to 
cope with the challenges of 
the world economic order, 
he said. 

Monday's session of the 
seminar, organised by the 
Institute of Banking Studies 
and Citibank Jordan, 
focused on the European 
and American banking sys- 
tems and new technologies 
and banking instruments 
adopted by them, he said. 
“CentraJ Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Ziad Fariz 
opened the seminar Sunday 
with a call for efficient and 
organised banking institu- 
tions that will prevent the 
flight of Arab capital from 
Arab markets. 

Arab World getting a 
marginal share 
Suhair A1 Ali. general 
manager of Citibank Jordan, 
told the meeting that the key 
to attracting capital was “an 
environment conducive to 
investment and charac- 
terised by overall political 
stability.” 

She said the demand for 
capital was coming not only 
from emerging markets but 

Peanuts 
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also from industrialised cou- 
ntries. where “international 
issuance of equity eapi- 
tal... could exceed $65 mil- 
lion this year." 

Citing figures released by 
the Institute of International 
Banking. Ms. Ali pointed 
out thaf the net flow of pri- 
vate capital to emering mar- 
kets was estimated to be 
around $225 billion in 1996 
compared with $204 billion 
in 1995. Direct investment 
will account for half the esti- 
mate and equity investment 
for 32 percent. Multination- 
al lending institutions will 
account for the resL 

But the Arab World is 
expected to receive only less 
than five per cent of the 
international capital flow, 
with Latin America. Asia 


and Eastern Europe 
accounting for the rest, she 
pointed out. 

"Economic reforms 
including globalisation, 
deregulation, privatisation, 
currency convertibility and 
liberalisation involving dis- 
mantling of barriers, and 
freeing up of prices have 
created an environment con- 
ducive to investment," said 
the banker. Another con- 
tributing factor is the ‘Yapid 
economic growth of many 
of the developing countries.” 

Ms. Ali particularly noted 
the active roles played by 
the governments and’ banks 
of Lebanon. Egypt and 
Tunisia in tapping the 
international market through 
bonds and global depository 
deposits. Simultaneously 


they haved also developed a 
“domestic capital market 
where investment opportu- 
nities in local currency have 
allowed the government and 
companies to finance their 
capital needs and have 
attracted foreign 

investors....” she said. 

Citibank, one of the 
largest banking institutions 
with a global presence, 
“have an entrenched posi- 
tion” in both the developed 
world and the developing 
world and “will continue to 
be ideally positioned to 
bridge the issuers and bor- 
rowers of the emerging 
world with the investors of 
the industrial world.” she 
said. 

The seminar concludes 
today (Tuesday). 
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| HOROSCOPE ! 
I FORECAST FOR : 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER ! 

22, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson. I 

j Aarofogtz Carroll ] 

■ Fighter Foundation | 

i | 

; ARIES: (March 21 t u ] 
April 19) You want to get \ 
into new activities today. | 
however it is better to ! 
study them further before j 
plunging into anything i 

which can be detrimental, i 
| Later this evening can be | 

1 great if you stay honei 

j with your loved ones and j 
! relax. , 

TAURUS: (April 20 i 0 j 
May 21) Handle uofin-J 
ished business wisely $oj 
that you will gain recogni- f 
tion and respect from j 
those in charge. Don’t i 
commit yourself to any, j 

thing new at this time j 
which you don’t under- 
stand or there could be 
difficulty. 

GEMINI: (May 21 l0 
June 2 1 ) A stressful situa- 
tion may arise with a fei-/ 
low associate which could f 
cause difficulty, so keep ! 
poised and keep calm, j 
Show more objectivity j 
later this evening for you ! 
will need additional infor- 
mation in order io make 
correct decisions. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

( June 22 to July 21) Give i 
your full attention to ! 
career activities and get j 
good results for your ! 
efforts. Use a more tactful | 
approach with fellow | 
associates so that you da j 
not disturb any positive j 
aspects which have devel- 
oped. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 

2 H If you are more patient 
today you can express 
your talents far better and 
with greater success. Try . 

[ not to lose your temper f 
with anyone or you coaid j 
disrupt any positive atli- j 
tude which has been J 
building for some time. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22» If you 
study a problematical 
affair at home today you 
should know how to solve 
it quite efficiently. You can 
entertain tonight and have 
close friends into your 
home and have a pleasant 
evening with them. 

LIBRA: i September 23 to 
October 22) Study com- 
munications well today 
and use the information ! 
provided to complete any j 
career activities which 
have been left unfinished, j 
Be sure to use tact and g eti 
right to the point for the' 
best result at this time. j 
SCORPIO: (October 23 j 
to November 21) Take 
care you do not make any 
unwise move today where 
a financial or property 
matter is concerned. Later 
this evening can be quite 
successful if you consuli 
with u knowledgeable per- 
son and use any sugges- 
tions given. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be with persons 
who you enjoy today and 
will not get on your 
nerves, so that you can 
make best effort of your 
abilities. You may need 
more rest, so retire early 
this evening for you could 
be busy in the days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Come to a better under- 
standing with fellow asso- 
ciates today by being - 
patient and not jumping - 
any incorrect conclusions. 
This attitude alleviates 
concern for any misunder- 
standing which could 
develop in the - davs ahead. 
AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 
to February 19) Make sure 
to keep any promises yon 
have made to others, so 
that your reputation in left 
spotless. Social life will 
be boring at this time so 
think and act constructive- 
ly otherwise you conld be 
in great difficulty. 

PISCES: (February 2)1° 
March 20) It*s important 
to handle community and 
civic affairs today, so that 
there aren’t any concerns 
bv bigwigs or those in 
authority. Take no risks 
where credit is concerted 
later this evening as Ji$ 
have set aside funds 
another day. • • .• 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan , Yemeni industrialists to cooperate 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 22, 1996 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACT) and the 
Yemeni Industrialists 
Society mS) 

announced Monday that 
they have concluded a 
memorandum of under- 
standing on mutual 
cooperation in commer- 
cial and industrial fields 
noting that the agreement 
aims at further bolstering 
Jordnani an- Yemeni rela- 
tions. 

The memorandum pro- 
vides for close coopera- 
tion between the private 
sectors of the two coun- 
tries in industry and trade 
and pledges the deter- 


mination of both to offer 
facilities for each other 
to achieve that goal. 

The memorandum also 
provides for each side to 
encourage industrial and 
commercial institutions 
and investors to invest in 
joint ventures and to 
exchange visits by indus- 
trial and comercial dele- 
gations from the two 
sides in order to explore 
scopes for further coop- 
eration. 

The two parties also 
agreed to organise joint 
seminars to discuss 
cooperation, exchange 
information on laws and 
regulations governing 



review of news from iLe Zftrabic press 


Sharp competition seen reducing 
insurance prices , profitability 

** ACCORDING TO Rajai Sukkar, the general manager 
of the General Arabia Insurance Company, and Samir 
Farah, the deputy general manager of the Jordan Insur- 
ance Company, the sharp competition in the insurance 
business has caused a reduction in prices and the results 
of the technical operations will be affected this year com- 
pared to the results posted in 1995. Mr. Sukkar said that 
the technical and investment results recorded last year do 
not suggest any improvements for 1996. Ahmad Sab- 
bagh. the general manager of the Islamic Insurance Com- 
pany, confirmed the remarks of Mr. Sukkar and Mr. Farah 
and noted that as a result of stiff competition, there was a 
drop in the level of insurance premiums in general in 
addition to the limited investment opportunities, especial- 
ly for the newly established companies. Mr. Sabbagh 
indicated that the new firms which entered the market 
this year did not have the chance to manage the invest- 
ment portfolios in a “promising manner,” but he hoped 
that the results in 1997 would be better as the market will 
be stabilised and the companies have secured its “natural 
positions.” 

Asked about the third liability type of insurance, Mr. | 
Sabbagh said that much can be accomplished between all 
the companies as a group in cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Industry and Trade to develop the system. 

He suggested a scheme to give incentives to those who 
do not cause accidents and to penalise those who cause 
many accidents by imposing heavier financial burdens on 
them. He also recommended studying various systems 
used by other countries and choosing the best solution 
from these studies. 

Mr. Sukkar pointed out that premiums for third liabili- 
ty insurance are not commensurate at all with paid claims 
and responsibilities imposed on insurance companies. He 
hoped that this subject be taken seriously by the con- 
cerned authorities. He also suggested that this type of 
insurance be considered as a speciality and be given to 
the companies which would like to be involved in it Mr. 
Farah supported the idea of a “card system” which stipu- 
lates that each driver cany a card where accidents are 
recorded. Consequently the premium will be based 
according to the list of accident which the driver has 
caused. 

Haiti Haddadin, board chairman and general manager 
of the Amman Insurance Company, said the issue of third 
liability insurance is an old topic that requires studying. 
He pointed out that insurance premiums in Jordan are no 
more than Z5 per cent of those in Israel and that the reg- 
ulations covering compensation should be reviewed (A1 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 



“You said you were tired, so I sprinkled 
coffee grounds on your salad 
. instead of bacon bits.” 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each squats, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Konri Arnold and Mfta ArgUon 

f Welcome to the team | 
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VVH£N HE BECAME 
A 5URGEON. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : HE^ TTX> e QX3 

(Answers tomorrow) 

[ Jumbles: KNIFE PYLON BEHALF CHERUB 
Yesterdays | Answer what the boxare got into at the party - 
THE PUNCH LINE 


economic activities, to 
encourage their respec- 
tive industrial and com- 
mercial institutions to 
take pan in international 
fairs and to assist indus- 
trialists and businessmen 
to overcome difficulties 
in the exchange of trade 
and industrial operations. 

Jordan and Yemen also 
agreed (o help one anoth- 
er in training of person- 


nel and to cooperate in 
settling trade disputes in 
an amicable and friendly 
manner. 

The two sides agreed to 
hold meetings alternate- 
ly in Yemen and Jordan 
in order to reexamine 
developments and the 
progress in implement- 
ing the agreements. They 
pledged also to exert 
efforts for creating a pan- 


Arab chamber of indus- 
try to boost cooperation 
among the Arab stares. 

The two parties agreed 
to create a joint council 
grouping industrialists 
and business people to 
help boost joint coopera- 
tion and to hold meet- 
ings every six months. 


Jordan shortlists five advisers 
in telecom sale 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s 
profitable state telecom- 
munications monopoly has 
shortlisted five foreign 
financial consultants to 
help it divest a 26 per cent 
stake to a strategic partner 
by the end of next year. 

Communications Minis- 
ter Jamal Sarnyrah said in a 
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statement Sunday he 
expected that winner to be 
picked by the end of the 
year. A total of 19 firms had 
applied. 

The firm chosen will help 
advise the government on 
all aspects related to the 
sale of the key divestiture in 
the wholly state-owned 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company. 

The move is a test of the 
seriousness of government 
pledges to Step up a pro- 
gramme to sell profitable 
majority state-owned con- 
cerns under a privatisation 
plan key to the success of 
IMF-guided economic 
reforms. 

The offers reflected 
strong foreign investor 
interest in the telecommu- 
nications secror, Mr. 
Sarayrah added, saying he 
expected the tender for the 


strategic partner to attract 
equally strong interest. 

He did not give an exact 
date but said the sale should 
be completed bv the end of 
1997. 

- A telecommunications 
law passed last year set up a 
regulatory body in charge 
of overseeing the telecom- 
munications sector, with 
powers to regulate pricing 
and licensing of private 
companies operating in the 
sector. 

Industry officials say the 
telecoms bu>iness in Jordan 
offers huge potential in a 
country with 350.00 tele- 
phone numbers in a popu- 
lation of over four million. 
The government has begun 
awarding tenders since 
1994 in a project to add an 
extra 440,000 telephone 
lines by 199S. 
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Enron, Qatar to begin 
‘crucial’ talks this week 
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TOR. PETROL. RETXXARY 

9.2 

8.75 

4.B70 

3.100 

ARAB PUARM. MANF. 

18.7 

5.88 

5. BOO 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

B.7 

8.S7 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

2.100 

1.210 

NATIONAL STEEL I HD. 

g 

0.00 

1.090 

.630 

NATIONAL I YDS. 

9.2 

9.68 

Z.940 

1.040 

XMTERHEO . FETRO . CBEK . 

g 

0.00 

3.280 

1.540 

UNIV. MODN.XNDS. 

4.6 

13.16 

2.100 

1.140 

JOR . IKDS . RESOURCES 

17.8 

0.00 

1.610 

.890 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

1.490 

1.090 

INTL. TOBACCO 

26.4 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 110-75 *CHG: +0.S4 
INDEX: 147.50 *CHGr +0.19 
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.790 

.510 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

20.1 

0.00 

s 

5950 

2943 

.51 

.50 

.01- . 


.BOO 

.590 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

15.7 

0.00 

4 

7500 

4385 

.59 

.59 


N 

.950 

.440 

NATL . COHMER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

5 

2250 

1175 

.54 

.52 

.02- 


.940 

.700 

UNION I MV. 50^. 

71.7 

0.00 

7 

10450 

2513 

.75 

.75 


* 

1.120 

.510 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

13 

27400 

13705 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

+ 

1.760 

1.370 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

9 

8100 

11045 

J..37 

1.36 

.01- 


.710 

.480 

ARAB XNTL.XNV.XRD. 

9 

0.0Q 

2 

2000 

960 

.48 

.48 



1.050 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

20 

7450 

4700 

.63 

.63 


N 

1.100 

.510 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAKXOO 

E 

0.00 

3 

4000 

2080 

.51 

.52 

.01+ 


1.080 

.770 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

6 - 

7750 

6005 

.75 

.77 

.01- 


.810 

.430 
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P 

0.00 

3 
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.850 

.440 
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2B.3 

. 0.00 

14 

225SO 
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.47 

.46 

1 
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1.460 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

. 0.00 

1 

250 

200 

.BO 

.80 

_ 

a 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.2 

0.00 

36 

29650 

20668 

.72 

.70 

.02- 

GRAND TOTAL 


- 

p. 

mi n^m 

133 

136346 
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__ 



N i Listed during the peat 12 months 
P : P/E ratio l* 100 or more ' 
g t Negative p/e 

E : Earning ie zero or N/A for the moet recent year 


DOHA (R) — Qatar and 
Enron Corp of the United 
States are to begin a “cru- 
cial" round of talks this week 
to put a 54 billion liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) deal in 
place, an industry source has 
said. 

“A 10-member Enron team 
will arrive in Doha and 
spend about 10 days to 
finalise various aspects of the 
deal,” said a source close to 
Qatar Enron LNG Market- 
ing Co., which is spearhead- 
ing the project 

"It is going to be a crucial 
meeting." 

Qatar has given Enron 
approval to market five mil- 
lion tonnes of LNG annually 
from 2001 from the planned 
joint venture. 

In October 1995 Enron and 
Israel signed a memorandum 
of understanding granting 
the Houston-based company 
180 days to finalise an agree- 
ment for the supply of at 
least two million tonnes a 
year of Qatari gas. The 
agreement gave Enron exclu- 
sivity .in negotiations with 
Qatar during this period. 

An Israeli official’s state- 
ment last week ihar Enron no 


longer had an exclusive 
agreement to negotiate with 
Qatar for LNG supplies to 
Israel liud triggered doubts 
about the project. 

But the industry source 
told Reuters: 'The project is 
very much on course and 
they hope to see an agree- 
' meat soon to set up a joint 
venture formally by year- 
end.. .The final go-ahead is 
expected by the year-end, 
financing by I99S and pro- 
duction of LNG by 2001." 

The source said die sides 
would discuss the sharehold- 
ing structure for the joint 
venture, a production sharing 
agreement related to the 
financing and development 
of the North Field tract and 
issues relating to sales and 
purchase agreements. Qatar 
possesses around 530 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas in its 
continental shelf, known as 
tire North' Field. - ; 

He said according to a let- 
ter of intent signed by Qatar 
and Enron in January 1995, 
state-owned Qatar General 
Petroleum Co. (QGPC) 
would hold 60 per cent and 
Enron would hold 40 per 
cent 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in~18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmelsani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
C Fax: 810520 J 


Francesco 

smaito 

Louis Feraud 

(Men's Wear) 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our chop and get:- 


JUMBO ?*•«• 
m 30% fanir 


e Prmm •alirfe- 
MCte 20 x 30 am 


S hm e uam Opp- Grindlay* 
Bank. Phone: 6W042 
Swefieh id: 823891 


NO 1 

FOR 

sRENT 

X FLATS 
\VILLAS 


g SERVICES 

BYBLOS 


mmm 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 



4^ 



C * l c ( TATE 


Jjlx,; Amman - k.nnhou- Sir 

Td: 625407 

Amman - Jordan ^ 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 


Hapnttaisy 

Pa&asetfe . 
Som/to & Salad* 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 i 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthulna 
behind San Rode 
Hotel i 


For dotalls please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 

CROWN MOTEL 


- INDOOR HERTED 
SWIMMING POQlY>5#3 1 /< ’ 

- SRUNB , JRCUZZIY^SP , 

& MHSSRGE | 

FITNESS ROOM WK , 

TENNIS & SQUASH .iWRs 
COURTS V X 

TEL 758180 W 
RBDIO&TU STATION RD. 


HOTE L APAFTT MENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES £ FAMILIES 

SINCE I98S 

( SPECIAL PRICES > 
Ifor longterm - STAY) 


DOLLAR 


MOW A CM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Sbmeisani 

rei. 693399 



M i 

. , 7 . . < . . . ... < V. V . .i ■ • ™ . » - 





. va>;.ViV 


BIB' 



TO ODUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CHLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EKt. 223 


wr\ 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner. 7:30 - 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisan! 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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Sports 


Supersonic car to arrive in Jordan Oct. 28 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 22, 1996 

Rafter ends season with biggest 
win at Hong Kong Open 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The jet-pow- 
ered car designed to be the 
first land-based vehicle to 
travel faster than sound is 
due to arrive i^Jocda^Oct. 

It will be in A1 Jjtfr desert 
that Thrust SSC, the super- 
sonic car which will be 
driven by British Air Force 
officer Andy Green, where 
the attempt will be made 
to break the world land 
speed record later this 
month before a final 
attempt is made later on in 
the U.S. 


Preparations and tests for 
this extraordinary project 
have been taking place for 
months and final engine, 
tests were held in Britain 7 
before the biggest capaci- 
ty Antonov plane soon* 
brings Thrust SSC to the 
Kingdom. 

According to Castrol, 
one of the leading spon- 
sors of the project, the car 
has already achieved 
speeds of more than 
321 kph in test runs in 
Britain. 

Now, the Thrust team, 
headed by land speed 
record holder Richard 
Noble, is looking to more 
than treble that rate of 
progress across the baked 
mud flats of A1 Jafr. 

Thrust accelerates 48kph 
in less than a second witty 
twin Rolls Royce Spey jet 
engines which propel die 
10 tonne .16 metre-long 
vehicle. 

Eventually Noble hopes 
the car will be able to trav- 
el at 1368 kph — well 
above the speed of sound 
and faster than most pas- 
senger airlines. 

The testing of the twin 



The jet-powered Thrust SSC that will be making the attempt to break the land speed 
record in A 1 Jafr later this month 


jet engine powered car in 
Jordan will be a build up to 
the scheduled attempt to 
beat Noble’s current world 


record of 1019.44 kilome- 
tres per hour. 

The Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ). 


the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force and the Royal 
Jordanian Geographic 
Centre have been prepar- 


ing the course where the 
attempt will be made. 

RACJ will be timing the 
attempt on behalf of the 
international automobile 
association FIA. The event 
will also be closely moni- 
tored by speed enthusiasts 
worldwide via the Internet, 
FIA. the Mach Club and 
others. 

According to project 
officials. A1 Jafr was cho- 
sen by the head of (be pro- 
ject. after be bad scoured 
three continents and visit- 
ed 14 other sites to find 
suitable conditions. 

The track is a 1 6 kilome- 
tres-long stretch of very 
hard, very flat surface 
which is compacted mud 
and is expected to offer 
much better grip than 
sand. 

Castrol have sponsored 
the research and develop- 
ment work for Thrust and 
will be providing lubri- 
cants for the Rolls Royce 
engines as well as for their 
aluminium alloy wheels 
which will rotate at 8500 
rpm and have a massive 
heat build up. 

Specially designed lubri- 
cants will be used to main- 
tain the efficiency and 
peak performance of each 
of the 11.340 kilogramme 
thrust of the twin jet 
engines. 

The Thrust SSC's con- 
struction is very similar to 
a supersonic prototype 
fighter. The carbon and 
aluminium body panels 
will produce an extremely 
stiff structure which will 
preserve its aerodynamic 
shape while experiencing 
the high stress of super- . 
sonic flight just 2£0 mil- 
limetres of the ground. 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Australian Patrick Rafter 
waved goodbye to 1996 in 
the best possible way when 
he won the Hong Kong 
Championships here 

Monday for the biggest pay- 
cheque of his career. 

The 23-year-old. who will 
take the rest of the year oft*, 
defeated American Vincent 
Spadea 6-2. 3-6, 6-2, 7-5 in 
a final postponed Sunday 
became of rain to take 
home S220.000. 

“No matter how hard you 
try to put the money out of 
your mind, it is very diffi- 
cult,'’ Rafter said after his 
two hours and 35 minutes 
under a glorious sun. 


“I’m sure Vince felt the 
same way. So it was a very 
tight match. 

It was just waiting to 
someone to break our and 
fortunately, it was me." 

Spadea also took home his 
biggest cash prize of 

S65.000 having early this 
week been given a passage 
into the semi-finals 

Following the withdrawal 
of fourth-seeded Richey 
Rene berg, who was suffer- 
ing from a stomach virus. 

“It’s been a strange tour- 
nament for me." said 
Spadea. “I’ve never been a 
lucky loser before in any 
tournament, so I’m happy 
that I was given this oppor- 


tunity. 

“But there were still 
things I was not happy with. 
There is a lot of improve- 
ment to be done in the 
future.” 

Rafter, who upset third- 
seeded Russian Yevgeny. 
Kafelnikov in the group 
matches, prevented the. 
match from going into a 
fifth set when he broke back 

in the fourth to level at 4-4. 

Spadea, looking increas- 
ingly distracted, tried des- 
perately to hang on and 
managed to save two match 
points before Rafter settled 
the final with an overhead 
smash. 


Philippoussis wins 1st tournament I 

TOULOUSE (R) — Towering Australian Mark Philippoussis outserved Swede j 
Magnus Larsson to win the first grand prix tournament of his career in Toulouse i 
Sunday. j 

Philippoussis. who had previously reached finals in Scottsdale. Kuala Lumpur ! 
and Tokyo, beat Larsson 6-1 5-7 6-4 to claim the S40D.000 Toulouse indoor j 
event. 

The fourth-seeded Australian dedicated the victory to his manager Brad j 
Robinson who died last week. 

“All week I had to fight in three sets. I played with my guts and with all my 
heart, thinking about the man who was like a father to me," said Philippoussis, 
who turns 20 next month. 

"I knew 1 had what it took to win a tournament. Now I'm happy and relieved." 

Philippoussis defeated world number one Pete Sampras at this year's Australian 
Open and said he had improved a gTeat deal since then under the guidance of 
compatriot Peter McNamara. j 

“I don't want to be seen as just a big server. I have been working hard to become 
a versatile player." he said. i 

Larsson was overpowered in the first set but fought back to take the second. In 
the final set. a break in the seventh game was enough for Philippoussis to claim 
a deserved win. 

The Swede, who slumped to 54th in the world rankings after an injury, said he 
hoped to gain a place in the Swedish team who host France in the Davis Cup final 
next month. 

"Of course I want my place in the team back. I will do my utmost to get it back 
even though Thomas (Enqvist) and Stefan (Edberg) have played well and deserve 
it too" he said. 



Pete Sampras 






ATP rankings 

PARIS (AFP ) — * AFP men’s: 

Monday: 

1 Pete Sampras (U.S.) 

2 Michael Chang (U.S.) ‘ 

3 Thomas Muster (Aut) 

4 Yevgeni Kafelnikov <Rus t 

5 Goran Ivanisevic {Cro) 

6 Boris Becker (Get) 

7 Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

8 Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 

9 Andre Agassi (U.S.) 

L0 Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

1 1 Todd Martin (U.S.) 

12 Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 

13 Maiivai Washington (U.S.) 

14 Alberto Costa (Spa) 

15 Jim Courier (U.S.) * 

16 Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

17 Stefan Edberg (Swe) 

18 Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

19 Cedric Pioline (Fra) • 

20 Michael Stich (Gerj 

2 1 Alex Corretja (Spa) 

22 Amaud Boetsch (Fra) 

23 Marc Rosset (Swi) 

24 Caiios Moya (Spa) 

25 TimHenman (Gbr) 

26 Jan Sieroerink (Ned) 

27 Marie Woodforde (Aus) 

28 Richey Reneberg (U.S.) 

29 Paul Haarhuis (Ned) 

30 Mark Philippoussis (Aus) 


teams rankings issued 

4,677. Pts ' 

• 3;724 : • 

3,555 
3;253 
3J65 . 

3,060 

2,410 

2,403 

2.292 

2,023 

1,905 

1,895 

1,813 

1,798 

1.684 

1,584 

1,493 

1,489 

1,488 

1,480 

1,478 

1,419 

1,381 

1.347 

1,327 

1,295 

12275 

1,234 

1,223 

1,221 


Barcelona, PSV score crushing wins to go top 

. Newcastle hand Manchester-United worst defeat in 12 years 


LONDON (R). - — 
Newcastle scored five. Real 
Madrid managed six, PSV 
Eindhoven hit seven but 
Barcelona trumped them 
all with eight goals on a 
weekend of free-scoring 
across Europe. 

A round-up of this week- 
end’s major soccer league 
action from around the 
continent: 

Spain Hristo Stoichkov 
and Brazilian stars Ronaldo 
and Giovanni turned 
Barcelona's game with 
Logrones into a personal 
scoring battle as the 
Catalans swept back to the 
top of the table with an 8-0 
win Sunday. 

With 20 points from eight 
games, Barcelona go two 
ahead of Real Madrid, who 
crushed Real Sociedad 6-1 
on Saturday thanks to strik- 
ers Davor Suker and 
Predrag Mijatovic, who 
shared five goals between 
them. 

Deportivo Coruna are 
level on points with Real 
after their relatively modest 
2-0 win over Espanyol. 
Reigning champions 
Atletico Madrid dropped 
off the pace after losing an 
exciting match 3-1 to 
Valencia. 

England Newcastle hand- 
ed Manchester United then- 
heaviest defeat in 12 years 
on Sunday, thrashing them 
5-0 and avenging a string 
of heart-breaking recent 
losses at the hands of the 
champions. 

Not since October 27 
1984, when United lost 5-0 
at Everton. has the biggest 
club in British soccer been 
so humiliated. 

The result takes Kevin 
Keegan's side to the top of 
the Premier League with 24 
points, five clear of United 
and three ahead of London 




sides Arsenal and 
Wimbledon. 

Liverpool, whose 

Merseyside derby against 
Everton was washed out by 
torrential rain earlier on 
Sunday, are fourth with a 
game in band. 

The Netherlands PSV 
Eindhoven thrashed 
Feyenoord Rotterdam 7-2 
to regain the lead in the 
Dutch first division in a 
match packed with drama 
and goals. 

The Rotterdammers 
scored the first and last of 
the match, but the rest- of 
the evening belonged to 
PSV, who went into the 
match shaken by their 2-1 
European Cup Winners' 
Cup defeat against 
Norway's Brann Bergen 
and missing goalkeeper 
Ronald Waterreus and skip- 
per Arthur Numan through 
suspension. 

Champions Ajax 

Amsterdam needed an 
equaliser six minutes from 
time against lowly 
Volendam to save them 
from their first league 
defeat at their New Arena 
Stadium, despite the return 
from injury of striker 
Patrick Kluiveru 
Germany in stark contrast 
to the rest of Europe, the 
big Bundesliga games fin- 
ished goalless. 

A brilliant performance 
from goalkeeper Stefan 
Kios helped reigning 
champions Borussia 
Dortmund clinch a 0-0 
draw at Bayern Munich in 
their top-of- the -table clash 
on Sunday. 

Bayern stay level on 
points with leaders VFB 
Stuttgart who also drew 0-0 
at Bayer Leverkusen. 

Dortmund are fourth, 
four points behind the lead- 
ing duo. 
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CINEMA 


TEL634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 
> — 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


Ahmad Zaki & Yusra....in 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

.Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA 



5?5T ? ter pI ?,J e . r D l orkaeff is tackled by Uniguagian Paolo Mont^ 
oy uventus during their Italian first division soccer match. Javentus defeated Inter 
z-u (Keuters photo) 


In Italy European cham- 
pions Juventus opened up a 
one-point lead at the top of 


Serie A after goals from 
France's Zinedine Zidane 
and Yugoslav Vladimir 


Jugovic ruined inter 
Milan's unbeaten record in 
Turin. 


The win leaves Juventus 
with 13 points from six 
matches, one ahead of AC 
Milan, who pul successive 
league and European Cup 
defeats behind them with a 
3-1 home win over Napoli. 
George Weah scored twice 
and Roberto Baggio added 
a third. 

Roy Hodsgon's Inter, 
leaders at the start of the 
day and unbeaten in the 
league since May, drop to 
third with 1 1 points. 

France leaders Paris St. 
Germain were held 1-1 by 
champions Auxerre, who 
equalised through a last 
minute penalty from 
Sntoine Sibierski. Defender 
Benoit Cauet had put PSG 
ahead. 

Nigeria's Viktor Ikpeba 
led Monaco to a 4-1 victo- 
ry over neighbouring Nice, 
taking the principality team 
to second. Brazil’s Sonny 
Anderson also scored 
twice. 

Scotland Glasgow 

Rangers' Paul Gascoigne, 
who called himself “a dis- 
grace" for being sent off 
against Ajax on 
Wednesday, ended a trau- 
matic week on a slightly 
better note with an out- ■ 
standing goal against 
Aberdeen. 

Bui his goal was not 
enough to bring Rangers a 
much-needed Scottish 
League victory as they 
allowed Aberdeen to 
escape with a 2-2 draw. 

Celtic did much the same 
on Sunday at Hearts, con- 
ceding an injury-time goal 
in a 2-2 draw, a" win would 
have taken them to the top 
of the league. 


CONCORD 


A 


CONCORD “I” 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


AHBQUS THEiTRS & C1BEH&& 
TEL 618274 - 618275 






Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


HAB1L & HISRAM’S THEATRE 
TEL 625155 


A 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, October 22, 1996 


n 



Yankees look ahead after getting 
bombed 12-1 by Braves 
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harl^hri?rh J» d D- Ve u WlU,e Davis com Pfetes a nine yard pass from quarter- 
?£ r as Pittsburg Steelers Deon Figures makes the tackle during the 

(Reutere^hmo) ^ °‘ *” ^ ** Stee,ers 23 ' 13 at the Astrodome in Houston 

Young leads 49ers to victory 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Steve Young, hobbled by a 
strained groin muscle, 
rolled left and ran 15 yards 
for a touchdown with 68 
seconds left as the San 
Francisco 49ers rallied 
from down 21-0 to beat the 
Cincinnati Bengals 28-21. 

Young, who missed San 
Francisco's last three 
games due to the groin 
injury, had hit rookie Ter- 
rell Owens with a 45-yard 
touchdown pass with 2:08 
left to tie the game at 21 -2 1 . 

Young aggravated the 
injury when he was sacked 
in the second quarter and 
was replaced by Elvis 
Grbac with the Niners trail- 
ing 14-0. But Grbac hurt his 
left shoulder late in the sec- 
ond quarter, forcing young 
to return. 

Young played the entire 
second half and directed 
three touchdown drives for 
a win that kept the 49ers (5- 
2) tied with the Carolina 
Panthers for first-place in 
the NFC West. 

At Denver. John Elway 
threw for 329 yards and 
three touchdowns, all to Ed 
McCaffrey, as the Broncos 
rallied for 14 fourth-quarter 
points to beat the Baltimore 
Ravens 45-34. 

Elway clinched victory 
with a nine-yard dash for a 
score with 1:16 to play. 
Baltimore fell to 2-5. 

AFC West leaders Denver 
(6-1) trailed 34-31 when 
Elway directed a 10-play, 
57-yard march for the go- 
ahead score. 

In Houston, Willie Davis 
and rookie Eddie George 
scored fourth-quarter 
touchdowns less than two 


minutes apart as the Hous- 
ton Oilers moved into a 
first-place tie in the AFC 
Central Division with a 23- 
13 victory over the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. 

The Oilers (5-2) gained a 
measure of revenge for a 

30- 16 setback at Pittsburgh 
(5-2) three weeks ago. In 
that game, the Oilers were 
beaten and beat up as there 
were three separate brawls 
that led to 35 players being 
fmed a total S 145 .000. 

In Dallas, Troy Aikman 
hooked up with Kelvin 
Martin on a 60-yard touch- 
down pass with 1:42 
remaining to lift the Dallas 
Cowboys to a 32-28 victory 
over the winless Atlanta 
Falcons. 

In Washington, the Red- 
skins opened up a 2S-point 
lead and survived a New 
York comeback to post a 

31- 21 victory. 

New York (2-5) trailed 
28-0 at the half but battled 
back to 28-21 before Wash- 
ington's late field goal iced 
it. 

In Philadelphia, Ty Det- 
naer threw four TD passes 
to former dolphin living 
Fryar and Ricky Waiters 
scored on a 49-yard run 
with 2:28 left as the Eagles 
downed Miami 35-28. 

Detmer, making his sec- 
ond career start in place of 
the injured Rodney Peete. 
completed 18-of-24 passes 
for 224 yards. 

At Carolina, John Kasay 
kicked four field goals and 
Kerry Collins tossed a 13- 
yard touchdown pass to 
Mark Carrier as the Pan- 
thers beat the New Orleans 
Saints 19-7. 


FOR RENT 

Three furnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
Two unfurnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
C.H. & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 642351 - 667862 


FOR RENT 

First floor, furnished villa, 220 sq.m. 
Nice residential location - Medical 
City Street. 

If interested please contact Tel: 837545 


TO LET 

1. APARTMENT: A well-furnished apartment suitable 
for a small family. Consisting of two bedrooms, sitting room 
and an L-shaped salon with central heating. Located 600 
metres from Ministry of Interior Circle - Abdali. 

2. PIANOS: Renting, tuning & repairing. 

For further information, please contact TeL: 5538164 



"The PTA of the International 
Community School would like to 
sincerely thank all who contributed to 
the great success of the International 
Food Fair on Friday. 11th October. - to 
the Stall Holders , Exhibitors & Helpers 
who worked hard during the day ; to 
everyone who attended and to all who 
sponsored the event in any way with 
their generous donations , prizes, etc. 

Thank you." 


The second-year Panthers 
(5-2) totalled 21 first downs 
and 314 yards total offence 
while holding New Orleans 
(2-6) to just 10 first downs 
and 174 yards. Carolina 
remained tied for the NFC 
West lead. 

In Indianapolis, Curtis 
Martin rushed for two 
third-quarter touchdowns to 
lead the new England Patri- 
ots to a 27-9 victory over 
the Indianapolis colts. 

The win improved the 
Patriots to 4-3 and moved 
them within one game of 
Indianapolis (5-2) and Buf- 
falo in die AFC East 
Indianapolis quarterback 
Jim Harbaugh suffered a 
broken nose after being 
sacked by defensive end 
Willie McGinest raidway 
through the fourth quarter 
and did not return. 

At New York. Steve 
Christie’s team-record sixth 
field goal of the game, a 47- 
yarder with 10 seconds 
remaining, gave the Buffalo 
Bills a 25-22 victory over 
the winless New York Jets. 

In Sl Louis, Tony Banks 
scrambled 22 yards to set 
up the go-ahead score and 
Jacksonville failed to get 
off a potential game-tying 
field goal in the final sec- 
onds as the Rams edged the 
Jaguars 17-14. 

Trailing 14-10 early in the 
fourth quarter, the Rams (2- 
5) moved S6 yards in nine 
plays for the go-ahead 
score. The Jaguars (3-5) 
drove inside the St Louis 
10 but were not able to stop 
the clock before the gun 
sounded. 

At Arizona, Kent Graham 
tossed a five-yard touch- 
down pass to Larry Centres 
and Greg Davis kicked two 
field goals as the Arizona 
Cardinals defeated the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 13- 
9. 

Arizona improved to 3-4, 
while Tampa Bay dropped 
to 1-6. 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
Yankees had their open- 
ing night World Series 
party rained by the ram- 
paging Braves on Sun- 
day, but the New Yorkers 
insisted the 12-1 shel- 
lacking administered by 
Atlanta would not prey 
on their minds. 

‘They beat our butts 
tonight,” said Darryl 
Strawberry, who played’ a 
flawless left field in 
game 1 despite a hairline 
fracture of his right big 
toe. 

‘Tomorrow we have a 
different approach. Even 
though we didn't play- 
well tonight, this game is 
over. This is not going to 
play on our mind. The 
game is over, we lost and 
it's time to turn the 
page” 

Yankee third baseman 
Wade Boggs, who 
snapped out of a post- 
season slump with a pair 
of hits that represented 
half of New York's 
measly four-hit artack, 
said: “We ran up against 
a buzz saw tonight." 

But Boggs said there 
would be no panic from 
the Yanks. “That's why 
it’s a seven-game series. 
They don't name a world 
champion after one 
game. There's a lot of 
baseball left and you 
have to keep your head 
up." 

Bemie Williams and 
Derek Jeter, who led the 
Yankees to the World 


Series with their perfor- 
mances against Texas and 
Baltimore in the Ameri- 
can League playoffs, 
went a combined 0-for-6 
in game 1, but are not 
ready to make any con- 
cessions. 

“They came prepared," 
Williams said of the 
Braves. "We just have to 
put this behind us. We 
have to come out fresh 
tomorrow and start over." 

"We've been coming 
from behind all year," 
Jeter said. “Give the 
Braves credit, they pretty 
much dosed the door 
tonight. But we've been 
here before and they still 
have to win three more 
games.” 

After 4,272 games as a 
Major League player and 
manager, Yankee skipper 
Joe Torre expected his 
first-ever World Series 
game to be memorable, 
but it turned out to be a 
game he will try to for- 
get. 

“I didn’t wait for this 
game," Torre said. “I 
wailed for the series. I’m 
going to enjoy the series, 
but I didn't tonight. 

“We just want to come 
back Tomorrow and get 
the taste out of my 
mouth." 



New York Yankee pitcher Andy Pettitte throws the first pitch of the 1996 World Series 
to Atlanta Braves Marquis Grissom at Yankee Stadium. The Atlanta Braves demol- 
ished the New York Yankees 12-1 in the World Series opener (Reuters photo.) 


You ccn pass the CPA 
examination and 
become a professional! 



Helping 

Accountants 

become 

Professionals 

BECKER 

CPA SINCE 1957 



EGYPT ( In anocWkM w*i flw 
American UnhraaKy In OaftaV. 
TEL: (202) 387-4735, 

LEBANON Otegkmaionca): 
TEL: (01) M2 577. ■ 


THE MtSm BANK 

JORDAN On association with 
ttw Homing Bank); 

PS HOUSING BANK 
COMPOUND. 

2ND FLOOR. 

AMMAN, 

TEL M3 767, 

FAX: Ml 997 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Q. J 

hold: 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH HIHSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
As South, vulnerable, you 


MBS CU107 052 +KQBG4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
l*> Dbl Pan 2* 

Pw 2NT Pm. 7 
What action do you lake? 

Q. 2 • Both vulnerable, as South 
«m bold: 

AV«d TAQ432 OA Q 10 7 4-K J 10 4 
Vour right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

9-3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*105 C94 CKQJ7 +AQJ43 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Pass 2* Pui 

20 Pm ? 

What do you bid now? 

IJ. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*K 

Th. 


TAKQJ943 OQB4 *A8 

[The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH HAST 
1 C Pus 2 * Pm 

3 C Pm 3 * Pm 

What do you bid notv? 

Q. 5 ■ East-West vulnerable, os 
South you hold: 

*« ■TRIOBS CAKJIO AQ1041, 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Dbl Rdbl 2* 

Pm S* Pm Pm 

What action do you take? 

Q. 8 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A874 CAQJ 09764 *108 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1 0 Pus Paw 7 
What action do you take? 

L/mk for answer? on Monday, 


FRENCH DELIGHTS 


AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 

Every Tuesday night from 7 - 11.00 pm. The Forte 
Grand will bring to your table the 
real soul of France, in a culinary 
Tour de France adventure. 
For reservation please call 69651 1 
ext. 6045 - 6313- 




FORTE 
GRAND 

AMMAN 

P.O.Box 950629 Airman li 110 Jordan Td 962 6 696511 Fax 962 6 674261 

Forte Grand and Lc Mcridicn Hotels & Resorts In the Middle East 
Other properties in your area Include Le Mfiridlen Damascus, Le Mcridicn Lanakia. 

Le Mfiridier) Heliopolis, Le Mfiridien Cairo & Forte Grand Pyramids 

Travel companion of Air France 


Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sumaya Al Hassan 

will represent 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath AI Hassan, 

President of the Young Muslim Women's 
Association, at the opening night of the 11th Italian 
Film Week in Jordan organised by the Embassy of 
Italy and the Ministry of Culture. The Italian film week 
will take place from October 22 and until the 29th, 
1996 at the Main Theatre at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. All films are in Italian with English subtitles. 
Entrance ticket is one dinar for adults and 500 fils for 
students. Proceeds to go to the Young Muslim 
Women's Association Centre for Special Education 
The YMWA Centre for Special Education caters for 
175 mentally challenged students. It offers 
education and training for its students in woodwork, 
ceramics, weaving, horticulture and window washing' 
Most students enrolled at the Centre are unable to 
meet the full cost of their education and student fees 
alone cover only 10 % of the Centre's running cost. 
The Centre depends heavily on donations from its 
generous sponsors. The YMWA's fund-raising 
activities and donations have allowed the Centre to 
continue to serve the less privileged members of our 
community. 

PROGRAMME 

1) Sostiene Pereira 
(Pereira Holds) 

Director. Roberto Faenza 

2) Regalo di Natale 
(Christmas Present) 

Director Pupi Avati 

3) Romanzo di un giovane povero 
(The Stoiy of a Poor Young Man) 

Director: Ettore Scola 

4) Una storla semplice 
(A Simple Story) 

Director Emidio Greso 

5) Per grazia rlcevuta 
(For Favours Received) 

Director. Nino Manfredi 

6) Nemici d'infanzia 
(Childhood Enemies) 


22/10 

23/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

23/10 

24/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5;00 p.m. 

24/10 

25/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

26/10 

27/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

27/10 

28/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

28/10 

29/10 

8:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 


■ re^ rV ; : D 
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EU refuses to be a mere 
Mideast banker — Italy 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Italy 
said on Monday chat Europe 
refused to be mere paymas- 
ter to the partners in Middle 
East peace talks and must 
eventually take on a politi- 
cal role to match its domi- 
nant economic presence. 

But Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi told 
reporters in Cairo that 
Europe had no immediate 
ambitions to mediate direct- 
ly between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

Israel rejected uu Sunday 
a demand by French 
President Jacques Chirac 
that Europe act a* joint 
sponge i Middle Hast 
peace negotiations but said 
Europe still had an impor- 
tant ’ role in supporting 
Middle East economies. 

Mr Prndi. speaking after 
talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
said it was unrealistic to try 
to separate political influ- 
ence and economic con- 
tacts. 

“Do you think that Europe 
will be forever the payer 
and that's all? Do you think 
this would be realistic — - 
that we shall go on paying 
for years and years and 
increasing our economic 
presence and just shut up?" 
he said. 

“I know we can’t pretend 
to be mediators in the 


process. But I doubt we 
would go on doing this job 
for an indefinite period. It s 
nice to have an uncle who 
pays for everything but this 
is only in tales, not in reali- 
ty," he added. 

The European Union (EU) 
is by far the largest single 
donor of aid to the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA), way 
ahead of the United States, 
and it is the biggest trading 
partner for most countries in 
the region, including Israel. 

In the case of Egypt, Italy 
alone is the second largest 
importer of Egyptian goods 
and the biggest exporter to 
Egypt. 

Mr. Prodi said the EU’s 
attempt to assert its pres- 
ence in the Middle East was 
a long-term plan and it did 
not expect immediate 
results. 

The EU, at a meeting in 
Dublin last month, decided 
to appoint a special envoy 
to keep an eye on Middle 
East peace talks but it has 
not yet named the envoy. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak “encourages Italy 
to go ahead with the idea of 
naming an EU special 
envoy and gradually 
increasing the European 
role in the area," Mr. Prodi 
told journalists after talks 
with Mr. Mubarak. 


“I never talked about 
mediation. Now it is a role 
of presence but it will 
increase in the future. When 
there is a presence of such a 
big entity as the European 
one the result sooner or later 
will come. We are not push- 
ing for immediate results," 
Mr. Prodi said. 

“There is already a strong 
presence of Europe here. 
We must translate into 
action what already exists,’ 7 
he added. 

He said that his visit to 
Egypt and French President 
Jacques Chirac’s tour of the 
region “are parallel,’’ and 
added, “I hope that they will 
both contribute to peace in 
the Middle East." 

He said that President 
Mubarak was enouraging 
Europe but was also pes- 
simistic that it could 
achieve quick results. 

Mr. Mubarak tried to per- 
suade Mr. Prodi that Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
bad changed his attitude to 
the West and was now try- 
ing to be cooperative, Mr. 
Prodi added. 

Libya, also an important 
trading partner for Italy, 
was been under limited 
U.N. sanctions since 1992 
because it refuses to let 
Britain or the United States 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq fails to clear doubts about 
banned missiles, Ekeus asserts 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has failed to clear up linger- 
ing doubts about how many 
ballistic missiles and other 
banned weapons it retains, 
U.N. disarmament envoy 
Rolf Ekeus said Monday. 

“We have not cleared up 
any mare issues than what 
has- been reported in our 
(Oct.- ID report to the 
Security Council,” Mr. 
Ekeus told reporters at the 
end of a three-day visit to 
Iraq. 

Iraq has still not accounted 
for berween six and 16 long- 
range ballistic missiles like 
the Scuds fired on Israel and 
Saudi Arabia during the 
1991 Gulf war, Mr. Ekeus 
added. “Our ambition now 
is to narrow the number." 

Mr. Ekeus, who chairs the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, said that during his 
talks with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and 
other officials “we have nar- 
rowed our disagreement” on 


how to tackle outstanding 
issues. 

He also met Oil Minister 
Amr Rasheed, Foreign 
Minister Mohammad AI 
Sahaf and Daif Abdul Majid, 
head" of the Military Indu- 
strialisation Organisation 
since arriving in Baghdad on 
Saturday. 

■-Mr.' Ekeus, who was 
accompanied by ballistic 
missile specialist Nikita 
Smidovich of Russia and 
other experts, said he 
received no new documents 
from Iraq in bis latest trip 
which he described as gener- 
ally “positive" and “useful." 

The former Swedish diplo- 
mat travels to Baghdad 
every two months to test a 
pledge Iraq gave in June to 
grant unrestricted access to 
suspect sites in return for 
U.N. guarantees against vio- 
lating its sovereignty. 

Before leaving New Yoik, 
Mr. Ekeus said Thursday he 
was not optimistic about his 
trip but urged Baghdad to 


demonstrate “political will" 
to end the concealment of 
weapons of mass destruction 
from U.N. monitors. 

He said it would be a 
“major achievement" if Iraq 
could account for a number 
of long-range missiles which 
could be armed with biolog- 
ical or chemical weapons to 
reach neighbouring states. 

UNSCOM is attempting to 
verify Iraqi claims that it has 
unilaterally destroyed a total 
85 long-range missiles. 

He also reiterated 
Thursday that UNSCOM 
continued to have concerns 
about Iraq's biological and 
chemical weapons capabili- 
ty 

UNSCOM must certify 
that Iraq has accounted for 
all its weapons of mass 
destruction before the U.N. 
Security Council can lift a 
crippling oil embargo 
imposed in August 1990 fol- 
lowing the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 



LARGEST PASSENGER SHIP: ‘Carnival Destiny,' the largest cruise ship in the world, taller than the Statue 
of Liberty, was delivered on Saturday after completion by shipbuilder Fincantieri, the Italian group said. The 
270-metre vessel was completed in 20 months and is big enough for 3,400 passengers and 14)00 crew with id 
decks and 1,320 cabins, most of which have ocean views (Reuters photo) 


U.S. warned Israel of risk of conflict with Syria’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
United Stares has warned 
Israel that the deadlock in 
peace talks with Damascus 
could lead to military con- 
flict with Syria, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported 

Monday. 

The newspaper said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher gave the warn- 
ing during a Sept. 16 meet- 
ing with Israel’s ambas- 
sador in Washington, 
Eliyahu Ben-Elissar. 

Mr. Christopher also read 
the Israeli envoy a letter 
sent by Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
warning that “all options 
will be open” if there is no 
movement on the Israel i- 
Syrian track in the next few 


weeks, Haaretz said. 

When asked by Mr. Ben- 
Elissar why Washington 
had not protested to Assad 
over the threatening state- 
ment. Mr. Christopher said: 
“In the Middle East, you 
either advance towards 
peace or you deteriorate," 
the newspaper reported. 

The Haaretz report came 
a day after Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
called on Syria to resume 
peace negotiations and 
defuse mounting tension 
between the two neigh- 
bours. 

“Syria must understand 
that an escalation is not in 
the interests of either coun- 
try. and so it preferable to 
return to the negotiating 
table.” Mr. Netanyahu told 


reporters Sunday during a 
visino the army’s central 
command headquarters. 

“We are closely following 
the situation in Syria and 
are taking into account the 
possibility that the Syrians 
have intentions contrary to 
our own,” the prime minis- 
ter added. 

He was referring to 
Syrian troop redeployments 
in Lebanon and near the 
northern tip of the Golan 
Heights, which Israeli mili- 
tary officials have inter- 
preted as a hostile gesture. 

Israel responded by rein- 
forcing its military pres- 
ence in the Golan. 

The Israeli army has 
demanded a $300 million 
budget increase in next 
year’s defence budget on 


the grounds of the 
increased threat of war with 
Syria, the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported 

Sunday. 

Israel i-Syri an negotia- 
tions have been frozen 
since February.when they 
were suspended by Israel’s 
previous labour govern- 
ment amid a rash of suicide 
bombings in Israel. 

Since coming to office in 
June. Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused Syrian demands 
they be resumed where 
they had left off with the 
Labour government — 
with an agreement in prin- 
ciple linking a peace treaty 
to an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan. 


Netanyahu unlikely to go soon — Peres 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Benyamin 
Netanyahu is firmly entrenched as 
Israeli prime minister and there is lit- 
tle chance he will be ousted in the 
near fiiture. Labour Party leader and 
former Premier Shimon Peres said 
here Monday. 

“I don’t see it right now,” said Mr. 
Peres, who is on a brief, unofficial 
visit to South Africa. 

“We have foolishly changed our 
electoral system and that makes it 
even more complicated,” he added, 
referring to the system of directly 
electing a prime minister in terms of 
which Mr. Peres himself lost his 
job in the May poll 

Mr. Peres also ruled out the possibil- 
ity of a military coup — “not in 
our country." 


The former leader said there is 
growing opposition to the policies of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud Party but 
there is no objective way of mea- 
suring it. 

On Sunday, Mr. Peres held talks 
here with President Nelson Mandela 
and awarded him a peace award on 
behalf of the Jewish philanthropist 
group International Leadership 
Reunion (ILR), for his contribu- 
tion to South Africa’s democratic 
transition. 

Mr. Mandela has postponed until 
next year a visit to the Middle East, 
which was originally scheduled for 
next month. 


Young Taleban chieftain shuns limelight 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Revered by his men as “amir al 
momiueen" (commander of the 
faithful), the Afghan Tale ban’s 
youthful leader has kept a low 
public profile even after his 
bearded warriors seized Kabul 
last month. 

Mullah Mohammad Omar. 
32. launched the Taleban 
movement of religious sm- 
denis in the southern province 
of Kandahar in 1994. 

The reclusive leader has not 
emerged from his Kandahar 
headauaners to share in the tri- 
umph of his fighters who rout- 
ed uther faction* to conquer 
the Afghan capital on Sept 27. 

Mr. Omar was bom in the 
central province of Uruzgan 
and studied in several Islamic 
schools before joining die 
jihad (holy war} against the 
Soviet occupation in the 1 9S0s. 

He rose to deputy chief com- 
mander in the guerrilla party 
Harakat-e-lnqilab-e-Islami of 
Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi 
during the war. in which he 
was wounded and lost one eye. 

In April 1996. an assembly of 
about I JUKI Muslim clergymen 
chose him as amir al momi- 
neen. denouncing President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani as unfit 
to lead an Islamic country. 

Assisted by a council of reli- 
gious scholars, Mr. Omar 
wants to get rid of “corrupt" 
guerrilla tactions and impose a 
strict version of Islamic Sharia 
law throughout Afghanistan. 

Here are brief biographies of 
other Afghan leaders: 

— Burhanuddin Rabbani. the 
ousted Afghan president, leads 
the Jamiat-e-Islami party, 
which was probably the largest 


of the factions which fought 
against Soviet occupation. 

An ethnic Tajik from the 
mountainous northeastern 
province of Badakhshan and a 
former professor of Islamic law 
a: Kabul University, he 
became president in late 1992 
for an interim period but 
extended his term and antago- 
nised most other parties. 

— Ahmad Shah Masood is a 
former defence minister and 
Mr. Rabbani's array chief, 
known as the “Lion of 
Panjsher" for his exploits 
against Soviet forces in his 
Panjsher Valley redoubt. 

He played a key role in the 
guerrilla takeover in April 1 992 
by moving his forces into 
Kabul after striking an alliance 
with former communist north- 
ern General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum. 

Mr. Masood won renown as 
the strongest Afghan guerrilla 
leader against the Soviets and 
was Mr. Rabbani’s strongman. 
He withdrew to Panjsher as 
Kabul fell, but has since driven 
the Taleban back to the 
Bagram area, 50 kilometres 
north of the capital. 

— General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum is a former pro-com- 
munist Uzbek chief whose 
defection to the guerrillas 
played a key role in' - the col- 
lapse of the communist govern- 
ment in 1992. He leads the 
Jumbish-e-Milli movement 
based in the north. 

With his own army and a 
small air force, he controls six 
northern provinces. He joined 
then Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar in January 1994 in 
a failed bid ui drive Mr. 


Rabbani and Mr. Masood out 
of Kabul, starting a destructive 
round of fighting. 

He suj jd out of the conflict 
between the Taleban and the 
Kabul government, while con- 
tinuing to oppose Mr. Rabbani. 
In September, he struck an 
informal truce with Mr. 
Rabbani to allow the reopen- 
ing of the S along Pass that 
links Kabul with the north. 

— Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 
45. leads Hezb-e-Islaral once 
the most disciplined of the 
anti-Soviet guerrilla groups. 

Dynamic and outspoken. 
Hekmatyar. from the northern 
province of Kunduz. became 
involved in Islamic politics at 
Kabul University's engineer- 
ing faculty in 1968. 

He was jailed for 18 months 
under then King Zahir Shah 
and then fought against 
President Mohammad Daoud's 
republican government before 
fleeing into exile in Pakistan in 
1974. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was prime 
minister from March 1993 until 
January 1994. when he allied 
himself with Gen. Dostum in 
the failed coup to oust Mr. 
Rabbani. He was appointed to 
the same position last June 
under a peace pact with Mr. 
Rabbani that was upposed by 
Gen. Dostum. 

— Younus Khalis. 74. is a 
religious scholar and Pashtu 
pnet from the eastern province 
of Nangarhar who leads his 
own Hezb-e-Islami (Khalisj 
faction which he formed after 
fleeing to Pakistan in 1975 and 
splitting with Mr. Hekmatyar. 

Sporting a distinctive beard 
dyed orange with henna, he 


declared support for the 
Taleban last month. 

— Abdurrab Rasul Sayyaf. a 
former professor of Islamic law. 
at Kabul University, leads the 
pro-Rabbani Irtehad-e- Islam i. 

Mr. Sayyaf, a fluent Arabic 
speaker who had close contacts 
with Saudi Arabia during the 
anti-Soviet struggle, worked 
for the Islamic movement in 
the days of Zahir Shah and 
Danud 

He was arrested in the com- 
munist takeover of 1978 
despite being a relative of 
Hafizullah Amin, the commu- 
nis party leader killed during 
the Soviet intervention next 
year. 

— Mohammad Nabi 

Mohammadi. an elderly 
Scholar and former member of 
parliament, leads Harakat-e- 
Inqilab-e-Islami. 

It became the largest faction 
soon after the Soviet interven- 
tion because of his influence 
among conservative clergy. He 
took no sides between Mr. 
Rabbani and his opponents. 

— Stbghawllah Mojadidi. 
71). is a scion of a leading 
Afghan family and heads 
Jabha-e-Nijat-e-Milli. He 
became Afghanistan's first 
interim Islamic president in 
April 1992. giving way to Mr. 
Rabbani three months later. His 
family has close ties with ex- 
King Zahir Shah and has cam- 
paigned for his return. 

— Syed Ahmad Gailani. the 
most Westernised of the 
Afghan party leaders, heads 
Mahaz-e-Milii-e-islami and 
has tried to mobilise support 
for a return of Zahir Shah. 


Development and 
environment clash 
on Cyprus beach 

NICOSIA (AFP) — An idyllic strip of Mediterranean 
beach in Cyprus has become the prize in a bitter tug-of-war 
between powerful developers and environmentalists con- 
cerned foi I be fuiuic. wf a tore »ea turtle. 

Government advisors and environmentalists are suing to 
halt construction of a five-star hotel by the Cypriot foreign 
minister’s family on the beach where endangered turtles 
nest. 

The Thanos Hotels Company, owned by Foreign Minister 
AJecos MichaeJides’ family, is working “24 hours a day,” 
with floodlights at night, to complete the hotel before the 
two cases are decided, according to a Greenpeace official. 

The building's “shell" has already been finished, 
Greenpeace Mediterranean Executive Director Mario 
Damato told reporters. 

The hotel is being constructed in a “protected zone" on 
Akamas Peninsula, the 230-square-kilometre western tip of 
Cyprus, a Greenpeace report said, adding that Akamas 
beaches are nesting sites of endangered green turtles and 
vulnerable loggerhead turtles. 

Vulnerable is the next step to endangered, which means 
threatened with extinction. 

“If these beaches are lost, they (green turtles) could easi- 
ly become extinct,” Mr. Damato said. 

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
puts the number of green turtles nesting annually in the 
entire Mediterranean at 325 to 375. . 

Their main nesting areas are Cyprus and southern Turkey, 
with a tiny number going to Israel, Mr. Damato said. 

Light and movement can inhibit the turtles from laying 
eggs, a Greenpeace report said. The hotel would directly 
affect an 80.0fK)-square-metre area, it added. 

“The hotel is not illegal," as Greenpeace claims, said 
Nicos Georgiades. director of the environment service of 
the ministry of agriculture, natural resources and environ- 
ment. 

But a loosening of Cypriot law to allow construction of 
the 352-bed hotel is being challenged in. two lawsuits, filed 
by the Friends of Akamas. a Cypriot ecological group, and 
the Cypriot technical chamber, a body of scientists which 
advises the government. Both lawsuits aim to stop the 
hotel's construction. 


French 
diplomat 
kidnapped 
in Yemen 

SANAA (AH 5 ) — Armed 
tribesmen on Monday kid- 
napped a French diplomat 
here following a dispute 
with the Yemeni govern- 
ment over land in the cap- 
ital's diplomatic quarters, 
police and diplomats said. 

Touayman tribesmen 
abducted the diplomat after 
seizing his car in a resi- 
dential neighbourhood near 
the embassy in Sanaa, 
police said. They drove off 
with him to the Maarib 
region, about 180 kilome- 
tres to the east 
In Paris, the French for- 
eign ministry confirmed 
the kidnapping and said it 
was being kept fully 
informed 

“The French embassy in 
Sanaa is tollowing this 
affair very closely, and is 
in contact with the Yemeni 
authorities” said a min- 
istry spokesman, declining 
further comment. 

The French embassy here 
declined to disclose the 
name of its kidnapped staff 
member. 

Diplomats in Sanaa said 
the Touayman had threat- 
ened to kiUtiap diplomats 
last week to blackmail the 
government into compen- 
sating the tribe amid a con- 
flict with the authorities 
oyer land it claims in the 
diplomatic quarter. 

One tribesman was shot 
to death and four people 
were wounded, including 
two policemen, during a 
dash over the disputed 
iand on May 26. 

Yemeni tribes frequently 
kidnap foreigners, includ- 
ing diplomats, to try to 
obtain demands from their 
government. 

Yemeni officials said the 
same tribe kidnapped the 
agriculture minister's dri- 

ve . r ago. then 

released him later without 
his car. 

In January, Al Aslam 
tribesmen kidnapped 17 
French tourists and took 
them to Maarib, demand- 
ing that the authorities 
release a tribe member 
imprisoned for havinn 

O 
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Thieves make 
off with gold 
in daylight heist 

RABAT (AFP) — Thieves 
in southern Morocco made 
off with 45 kilogrammes of 
gold after clearing the 
shelves at a jewellery shop 
in broad daylight, a news- 
paper said Monday. The 
owners of the Fibula shop 
in the centre of the town of 
Agadir had failed to switch 
on their alarm and vufeQ 
camera, L’ Opinion said, 
adding that the crime, 
which took place Thursday, 
was the first of us kind in 
Agadir. 

Oscar-winning 
clay figures missing 
in New York 

NEW YORK (R) — The 
violent weather that lashed 
the U.S. northeast Saturday 
may have claimed too 
more victims — W’allace 
and Gromit, the stars of last 
year’s Oscar-winning 
short, A Close Shave. The 
two were last seen 
Saturday in their travel 
case, along with their 
motorcycle and sidecar, in 
the back of a New York 
City taxi cab after their cre- 
ator. Nick Park, arrived for 
a publicity tour. A porter at 
park's hotel failed to see 
the case in the cab's trunk, 
and the driver drove away 
with the two nine-inch £22 
ems) plasticine figures held 
captive. Police said Sunday 
that the loss had been 
reported but that so far no 
one had contacted them 
regarding the duo’s where- 
abouts. Mr. Park was not at 
his hotel Sunday evening 
and was possibly out 
searching the canyons of 
midtown Manhattan for his 
lost progeny.. He said in 
media reports the figures 
were probably worth over 
510,000. 

Malaysia extends 
Jacko’s concert 
by another day 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysia Monday 
approved the extension of 
U.S. pop superstar Michael - 
Jackson’s first concert beta 
by another day after over- 
whelming demand from tais 
fans. Ticket holders risked 
being unable to see Jackson 
after the venue for his con- 
cert was changed to a 
smaller stadium, said 
Sabaruddin Chik. Malay- 
sia’s culture, arts and tou- 
rism minister. ‘ We have 
been informed by the 
organisers that almost all 
the tickets have been sold 
out, so the government is 
allowing the concert to be 
extended by another-day - 
Mr. Chik was reported say- 
ing by Be mama news 
agency. Jackson’s History 
World Tour 96 will be held 
on Oct. 27 and 29 at the 
Merdeka Stadium which 
can seat 42.000. The mega 
popstar wua wiigiuoUj 
scheduled to pertorm ca 
Oct. 27 at the 30,000 sc S 
Shah Aiam Stadium is see 
tral Selangor state but au- 
thorities there banned 4^ 
concert on religious an.f 
cultural grounds. However. 
Malaysia’s cabinet Wed- 
nesday gave the go-ahead 
for Jackson’s conceit, say- 
ing the decision to allow 
the concert was made 
before Jackson was invited 
here. 

Beauty has no 
bounds in Vie tnam 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
announced Monday tb® 
winner of a national beauty 
contest ... for jailkeepfi* 
"The People’s Police news- 
paper published £.-picwr® 
of the proud first-pri# 
winner, Pham Ngoc Tam* 
head of" the. Womens’ 
Association atVjaii to the 
southeast of Hanoi. The 
photo showed a middle- . 
aged woman, in uniform*?* 
and probably best- j 
described as being ban* 
some. Vietnam prides itsdt 
on the beauty of its won** 
and contests are held regu* 
larly for occupations rang* 
ing from street cleaners i° 
market hawkers. 
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